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were confined the great majority of whito 
offenders and afterward of war prisoners, 
was situated on Fourth arid Market 
streets. 

Swims, the jailer, was a peculiar char
acter. H« was old, perhaps 00, with 
abundant white hair, and a dry and with
ered face. His vo ce was always keyed 
on a whining tone, except when some 
great cause, such as the requests of pris
oners for an extra bucket of water, 
aroused his ire, when it  rose to a hoarse 
scream. Avarice was a strong trait.  1I« 
seemed to think hi.s accommodations 
vastly too good for negroes and "Yan
kees," and that when admitted to his 
hospitality they should bo thankful and 
give as little trouble as possible. With 
such notions it  is easily seen how much 
he could add to the sufferings of prison
ers. One thing favorable was that he 
Was fond of a drain, and when indulging 
became very talkative, revealing many 
things that we could not otherwise have 
ivarned. 

We halted for a moment at the camp 
lire of the guard outside the gate; then 
Swims came out.,  grumbling about their 
being disturbed so much, and, unlocking 
the gate, admitted us. We crossed the 
yard, ascended the long outside stairway, 
and from an outside landing entered the 
bedroom. From this a door opened into 
the prison. The room was qr. io small, 
square, and entirely destitute of furniture 
of any kind except a long ladder, which 
lay on the tloor. There were live or six 
old, miserable looking men in the room, 
whose clothes hung in tatters, and who 
presented a terribly starved, dirty and 
wretched appearance. It was a dreadful 

ngures—tne numoer or tno prisoners and 
the size and manner of their lodging. He-
fore I entered there were fourtc. a v .  hire 
men and one negro. This even" the 
number was increased to niwiet a and 
soon after to twenty-two, , * w nich point 
it  remained for many da; The room 
wa5 just thirteen feet- square, and about 
the same in height. These numbers are 

not approximations, but are meant, to b.i 
accepted exactly and lit era. .. .  The entire 
furniture of the room co: • • 1 of four 
buckets for water and slcp-• And per1  

twt . \  :  vro men lia-l to re - '  day and 
nig'. ' ,  with no respite, at d :.•• power :•> 
b"\c ihu room for any purpose, for more 
: . .  ui two week"! It wa-i po.-siblo, as will 
1 • seen by reference to the accompanying 
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the south constitutes probably the most 
terrible chapter in the history of the war. 
Attempts to soften the fearful st<„ry have 
met. with slio-lit  success. The lot of the 
prisoner of war is always deplorable,-as 
accommodations arc scanty and the hard
ships of camp life greatly aggravated, 
lint the I 'ni ' jn prisoners in the south 
suffered more than is usual in military 
prisons. The southern states were 
slenderly supplied with means for the 
care of bodies of troops numbered by 
thousands; the northern armies were 
pressing severely and tightening tke 
blockade by sea and land with the express 
design of depriving them of necessaries 
for prosecut ing the war, and in case of 
scarcity it  was natural that northern 
prisoners would first suffer. Put to this j 
was added a terribly bitter feeling, which I 
sometimes found delight in gratuitously 
embittering the prisoner's lot. The hor- j 
rors of Andersonville cannot soon be |  
palliated or forgotten. 

Hut the sufferings of ordinary prisoners 
was far exceeded in the case of the An
drews raiders. Our leader had been 
trusted by the enemy and had betrayed 
them. Wc had indicted an amount of 
fright altogether disproportionate to our 
numbers, and we were now believed to be 
beyond the protection of the laws of war, 
and almost beyond the pale of humanity. 
It was thought that we were selected for 
our desperate character and therefore 
would require an extraordinary amount 
of guarding to prevent us from escaping 
or doing further injury. Such considera
tions no doubt had weight in the minds 
of our cayitors. 

lint,  these alone are not sufficient to ex
plain the MorV that follows. 1 have hesi
tated in regard to telling it  at all:  but 
there is at lea*t one good reason for re
cording all that the proprieties of Lan
guage will permit—a reason which also 
goes far to account for the full horrors 
experienced. Nothing better shows the 
spirit of the institution of slavery, and 
the deb."sing effect it  product's on the 
master class. Those in whn 
now fell had been used to seeing men, 
women ".ud children public ly sold, whip
ped. hunted with dogs, or shut up like 
wild beasts in dens. With such experi
ences they would not be likely to care 
lunch for th" suffering* of enemies, whom 
tlu y P'id come to reg d as the friends of 
the m-l'ivcd race. .Accordingly it  is in 
the ia ,ro prisons that our band found 
their most fearful experiences. 

The story of the little, old. Chattanooga 
prison cannot be fully told. Terrible 

! hard-hips wlveh had to be lived through 
i in agonies of shuddering disgust, and in 
|  utterly helpless disregard of the decencies 

j of life—a daily and unceasing conibina-
j t ion of pain and loathing—can hardly be 
! told ' 'V one friend to ano'her. much less 
|  spread . on the cold printed page. The 

j reader will remember that for every pain
ful thing related, a dozen more are be-

I hind, which dare not be named. Let it  
i be understood that there is no exaggera

tion Photographic accuracy, within the 
j l imits already indicated, is aimed at. 

This wor-t of all the prisons has long 
since been swept away; but its memory 
will never grow faint while one of its 
hapless victims survives. The story rests 
not alone on my evidence, but is estab
lished by sworn testimony published in 
the war records. 

The captain, who was appointed my 
conductor, called a guard of eight men 
and led me for some distance through the 
street* of Chattanooga. Two of the Con
federate soldiers linked .arms with me, 
one on each side, two walked in front 
and four followed behind. I could not 
help telling the captain that they took 
better care of our men than we did of 
theirs; that I had once guarded a (ieorgian 
a long distance without any help, and 
with no handcuffs on him. He did not 
resent the implied reproach, only saying 
that they meant to make sure of me! At 

place, and I shuddeYed r 
ing up my abode in sr.-
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-|l  the next presi(leii_tial i ]Pngt}j Wl .  civme to a little brick building, 
surrounded by a high board fence. It  
stood, as I learned long afterward, on 
Lookout street between Fourth and Fifth. 
The ground sloped rapidly upward, so that 
the back of the jail was built into the hill 
while the front was level with the sur
face of the ground. The jail had two 
stories with two rooms in each story. It  
W/is quite high for its length and breadth. 
The jailer and family lived in the upper 
and lower rooms at the north end, and 
the r«Dms at the south were the prisons, 
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:  the lower being entered only from tho 
|  upper, and that in turn only from the 
! jailer 's room. This prison when built 
j was intended for the accommodation of 
• negroes by their humane owners. An

other and r.r.;:L larger prison. :::  

The jailer advanced to the middle of the 
room, and kneeling down, took a large 
key from his pocket, and applying it to a 
hole in the floor gave it  a turn and then 

j with a great effort raised a ponderous trap 
door right at my feet. A ru*h of he' air,  
and a stilling stench as from tho mouth of 
the pit.  smote me in the lace and I in
voluntarily recoiled backward; but the 
bayonets of the guard were behind and 
there was no escape. The ladder was then 
thrust down, anil,  long as it was, it  no 
more than penetrated the great, depth. 
'I 'he wretches whose voices I could hear 
confiiM-dly murmuring b.-Jow were ordered 
to : ' tand from nnder. and was compelled 
to descend into what, seemed more like the 
infernal regions than any place on earih. 
It  was hard to find the step.i of the ladder 
—for the candle of .the jailer gave almost 
no light, and 1 had on handc-ult 's; but I  
went down, feeling for each step, to a 
depth of some thirteen feet. I stepped off 
the ladder, treading on hut:m beings I 
could not. discern, and wedged in as best I  
might. Then the ladder was slowly drawn 

power we up. ami in a .moment more t he 1 rap fell 
with a dull and heavy sound that deemed 
crushing down on my heart, and every 
ray of light vanished. I  was slrat into a 
living tomb—buried alive' 

I  could feel men around me and hear 
their breathing in the eark'-e.. .^. >o tliat I  
knew the den was crowded lull.  Though 
it was night and cool out.-.ide, the heat here 
was more than that of a tropic noon, and 
the perspiration soon oozed from every 
pore. The feted air and the stench made 
me for a time deadly sick. and. worst of all.  
there was an alnn a u)o ear.;;  le se: >e o; 
suffoealion. 1 v , o : ; . \  ;• •! it '  i t  c. ' :!d ) 
pos>ible that I!;c_\ v,o;.!l k:iv, human 
ings in such a place till  d"ath eame in thir 
horrible form—death, which could not b? 
long delayed. I thought of the Black 
Ibde of Calcutta, where many English -
men were suffocated in one terrible nigh' 
by a savage Kast Indian; I had heard of 

, negroes being burned alive or whipped to 
I death in our own south: but tiiese horror-
j were always, I supposed, meant as ven-
I gen nee for some fiendish outrage. Yet of 
;  all the forms of death, that by sio\v snffo-
! cation had always appeared i imM dreadful. 
I and this now seemed imminent. 
j As I had bc-en brought to this place in 
I the dark, I knew nothing of its character, 
! and after the first momentof stupefaction, 
! resolved to explore its size and nature, 
i No one of my companions had yet spokeu 
j to two or I to them. Whether they were 
I black or white, soldiers or citizens, chained-
i l ike myself, or with the free use of their 
'hands, 1 could not tell,  and I fcareely 

liked to ask, lest the answer should add 
new misery. I jam bed my way through 

i the living throng to the wall and felt 
; along it  to learn if there was door or wiu-
i dow. There was no door, the only en-
j trance to the fearful place being by tho 
I t rap door down wloch I eame. Neither 
; were there any windows, but I found two 
; holes in the wall,  opposite each other, 
; each little more than a foot square, and 
i f illed with three rows of iron bars. The 
1 walls, as could be told at the holes, were 
I very thick, being made of an inner case of 
oak logs and a brick wall outside. Even 
in day time, these holes gave little light, 

1  for one was close under the outside stair-
I way already described, and the other be-
, low the level of the ground. Vet a little 
|  air could come through the thick sot bars, 

and served to revive me—making i t  pos
sible to endure life here for a short t ime.  

When tho first shock had passed and I 
became partially inured to the terriWc 
oppression of the atmosphere, I  tried to 
ascertain sometlrmg of the condition of 
my companions. The most fearful de
scription of this place of torment that can 
be given is cont." ';c '1 in the plain cold 

My ]•• J-o:i m re. e;\v.! n,e wr. 
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hesitation in telling them who I u a-. 
this at once won their eonlldenc. ! 
were Cnion men from various part 
!•.\-t Tennessee. Many of them had i 
in prison for six or eight months, and 
offi i,  -  charged varied from thai of 
plv preferring the old government to 
new, .-uivi! built Confederacy, to :i .a: of 
bridge burning, or of being helpers of the 
Union army. Tin* latter were called spa . 
One of them was blind, the ( '  :i federal us 
accusing him of only fcigs :e. blindness; 
but from all I could obscve. I think it  
was real. 
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in os>ib!e way. Son • ;  after my 
ari i .vd he was taken out and br;.ughi ba«'k 
again after an hour tjr so, seeming to be in 
a good deal of suffering. His story, which 
he gave as if it  were the most ordinary 
thing in the world, moved me to indigna
tion which I would gladly have expressed 
in some way more vigorous than words. 

He wr.s arrested and imprisoned on sus
picion of being a fugitive slave. The law 
in ,-irli  eases did not put the burden of 
pro-. :  o;i the person arreting, but o» the 
ne..;o. Aleck had been treated as hiwand 
custom provided. He was lirst carefully 
examined, and whipped till  he made some 
kind of confession; 
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