
FROM WASHINGTON 
Tlie Gold ami Silver Question 

the Absorbing Topics of 
Discussion. 

The Wheat Crop This Year Now 
Promises to be Above the 

Average. 

The New Law Establishing Uni-
i'ortti Grades Means Bet

ter Prices. 

From Our Own Soecial Correspondent. 
WASHINGTON, July 2.—" We have 

. almost reached a silver basis. I would 
not at any moment be surprised to 
see the department have to refuse a 
gold payment." 

This was the surprising statement 
made to me at the treasury depart 
ment this morning. What does it 
mean? That we arc on the verge of 
placing a premium upon gold. 

If there has been one thing above 
another that the present adminis 
tration has striven against above 
another—and other administrations 
have done the same thing, for that 
matter—it has been the threatened 
inevitable of seeing gold go to a 
premium. Gold goes above a parity 
with silver—gets to be worth more 
upon the dollar in the coin—by a 
scarcity of itself and a fear that an 
inferior money is to be substituted 
for it. 

For several months congress has 
threatened to pass a bill establishing 
universal free coinage of silver. 
Foreign countries and bankers in 
this country, anticipating such a pos
sibility, have been demanding gold in 
payment of their obligations against 
the government. The consequence 
has been that the gold vaults of the 
treasury have been drained of gold, 
slowly but steadily and surely, for 
many months, till they are about 
empty, excepting the reserve which 
the law requires for the meeting of 
such debts as are pledged to be made 
in gold, like the gold certificates. If 
at any time a gold payment should be 
demanded of the treasury depart
ment, especially by a foreign govern
ment, an it should be refused, 
the telegraph would spread 
the news that "the United States 
government has reached a silver 
basis," and gold would immediately 
go to a premium. There are now 
many millions of gold hoarded up in 
bank and other vaults, waiting for 
this emergency. When it is worth 
more than silver, and thus the owners 
can make a profit by selling it, they 
will. They want to speculate upon 
the coin. 

This should he an object lesson 
against the proposition to have silver 
coined free and make silver the basis 
of our finances. The gold would 
soon be drained out of the treasury 
and the country, and silver would not 
be worth par. If you had a silver 
•dollar in your pocket your merchant 
would refuse to accept it at face 
value. Both of the great political 
parties see this, and have refused to 
declare for free coinage in their 
national platforms. 

THE WHEAT CROP—MOVING IT. . 
At the department of agriculture I 

am told that the wheat crop this 
year promises to be large in this 
country—possibly not as large as last 
year, but above the average, unless 
something should appear at the last 
moment to destroy the berry. 
Inquiries have been made through 
our consular and commercial agents 
abroad as to the outlook for wheat in 
<Continential Europe and India, and 
the report comes that it is better 
than last year, but not such as to 
promise any formidable opposition to 
our crop. 

It will be remembered that the 
crop in Russia last year was so com
plete a failure that the peasants 
starved in many localities, and had it 
not been for the humanity of our 
farmers and others in the great 
northwest there would have been 
untold suffering. The Russian wheat 
crop will be fair this year, so far as it 
goes, but like the farmers of our 
country the Russians have not been 
able to recover from their misfor
tunes sufficiently to enable them to 
seed a crop, and although it may 
stand well upon the graund and fill 
nicely the acreage will be small. 

Reports , from Duluth have been 
received that the experiments of last 
year in the whaleback wheat ships 
were a great success and that the 
number of them afloat have been 
increased as much as possible, and the 
Canadians have resolved to enter into 
competition with us in shipping our 
cereals abroad by means of the new 
whaleback, ips, w&cb will each 

carry more than live or six train loads. 
This competition, it is thought, will 
reduce the rates of freight, and thus 
insure for the farmer of the north
west a higher price, for the freight is 
always paid by the producer in lower 
prices at the market. 
GRADING WHEAT BY UNIFORM STAND

ARD. 

Besides the small crop abroad, the 
large crop at home, and the reduced 
rates of freight by means of the 
whaleback ships, and also the intro
duction of our grain into a number 
of new markets through reciprocity 
treaties, all of which will inure to our 
farmers directly, the new law of con 
gress, establishing a uniform grading 
for wheat, will be in force for the 
marketing of the growing crop. 

The uniform grading of wheat will 
give the buyers more confidence and 
unquestionably make a higher price. 
Heretofore the buyers had one grad
ing at Duluth, another at Minneapo
lis and St. Paul, another at Chicago, 
Toledo, Baltimore and New York, 
and they were afraid to pay as high 
prices as they felt warranted in pav
ing at times, as a re-grading might 
knock them out. Under the new law. 
which makes one grading in all the 
markets, there will be more con
fidence shown by buyers, and higher 
prices. PERRY S. HEATH. 

Blaine's Successor. 

John Watson Foster was born in 
Pike county, Indiana, March 2,1835. 
lie was graduated at the Indiana 
State University in 1855, and after 
one year at Harvard law school was 
admitted to the bar and began prac
tice in Evansville. He entered the 
national service in 1861 as major of 
the 25th Indiana infantry. After the 
capture of Fort Donelson he was pro 
moted to lieutenant-colonel, and sub
sequently was made colonel of the 
65th Indiana mounted infantry. 
Later he was appointed colonel of the 
136th Indiana regiment. During his 
entire service he was connected with 
the Western armies of Grant and 
Sherman. He was commander of the 
advance brigade of cavalry in Burn-
side's expedition to East Tennessee, 
and was the first to occupy Knoxville 
in 1863. After the war he became 
editor of the Evansville Daily 
Journal, and in 1869 was appointed 
postmaster of that city. He was sent 
as United States minister to Mexico 
by President Grant in 1873, and reap
pointed by President Hayes in 1880. 
In March of that year he was trans
ferred to Russia, and held that mis
sion until November, 1881, when he 
resigned to attend to private busi
ness. On his return to this country 
Col. Foster established himself in 
practice in international cases in 
Washington, D. C., acting as consul 
for foreign legations before courts of 
commissions, in arbitrations, etc. 
President Arthur appointed him min
ister to Spain, and he served from 
February, 1883, till March, 1885, when 
he resigned and returned to the 
United States, having negotiated an 
important commercial treaty with 
the Spanish government. This treaty 
elicted general discussion and was 
strongly opposed in the senate. That 
body failed to confirm it, and it was 
afterward withdrawn by President 
Cleveland for reconsideration. Some 
weeks later Gen. Foster was 
instructed to return to Spain to 
reopen negotiations for a modified 
treaty. This mission, however, was 
unsuccessful, and Mr. Foster 
remained abroad but a few months. 

Lady Rivals Fight. 

Misses Gertrude Hogan and Lizzie 
Spears are said to be the prettiest, 
smartest and most attractive young 
girls in Lincoln county, West Vir
ginia. They reside about twelve or 
fifteen miles from Hamlin. The girls 
were at one time fast friends, but 
that is not the condition of things at 
this time. The personal attractions 
of the girls brought many suitors to 
both, and the contest for conquest of 
hearts between them, beginning in 
pleasant rivalry, at last ended in 
bitter enmity, and when a short time 
ago Miss Spear succeeded in making 
conquests over her rival, Miss Gert
rude challenged Miss Spears to mortal 
combat, and fired five shots at her. 
Very few women can shoot straight, 
and luckly for Miss Spears, Miss 
Hogan was no exception to the rule. 
The shots all went wild, and so did 
Miss Spears, who later in the day 
appeared before a justice and got a 
warrant to restrain Miss Hogan from 
further attempts to scare her to death 
or shoot holes through her new hat. 

Four different peaks in the 
mountains of Idaho are from thirteen 
to twenty-three feet iower by actual 
measurement than they were fifteen 
years ago. Geologists do not attempt 
to explain the "why" of their settling. 

NORTH DAKOTA NEWS. 

Grand Forks has 1,200 pupils in 
the public schools. 

A large number of Iowa parties will 
settle in Griggs county. 

Thirty per cent, of Kidder county's 
crop is yet to be threshed. 

The electric light wire and poles at 
Bismarck are being taken down. 

The Fort Totten Indian school 
boasts of a complete twelve piece 
Indian brass band. 

The state medical association met 
at Grand Forks with Vice President 
llounsevell in the chair, 

Louis Agaard, Fargo, was sentenced 
to thirteen months in the peniten
tiary for selling whisky to the Indians. 

II. McKenziewas found dead in bed 
at Fargo. It is said that the bichlor
ide cure for the liquor habit killed 
him. 

The Scandinavian society of Tower 
are erecting a building for their hall 
and for renting purposes, to cost 
84.000J 

The annual catalouge of the state 
Agricultural College indicates that 
the school is in a most prosperous 
condition. 

D. N. Bailey, a farmer living near 
Oakes, plowed and seeded 400 acres of 
land this spring paying out only 
thirty-two dollars for help. 

The Great northern is putting 
down a new 75-pound-to-the-foot steel 
rail on the main line in North 
Dakota in place of the old 56-pound 
rails. 

The North Dakota Democrats have 
postponed their state convention to 
September. They tried to get the 
Independents at the Valley City con 
vent ion to fuse but they didn't suc
ceed. 

Yerxa's wigwam at Fargo, caught 
tire Saturday night by explosion of 
fire works. But little damage was 
done the building, but the three 
large stocks, consisting of groceries, 
dry goods, clothing and boots and 
shoes were damaged some $5,000. 

Fargo bankers and newspapers have 
inaugurated a war against State 
Treasurer Booker, for the alleged 
reason that a part of the funds of the 
state are deposited in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis banks. There is a 
general demand for an investigation. 

When Miss Mary Bowers was 
re-elected superintendent of schools 
for Ransom county, last week, the 
women of Devils Lake turned out on 
foot and in carriages, whooping up 
votes, and they got 'em. Such energy 
was never seen there before. 

All the, fixtures belonging to the 
saloons of Schilling and Amundson at 
Valley City, were publicly burned by 
order of Judge Rose. Property 
amounting to $1,500 was consumed by 
fire, one article being a mirror worth 
$350. Costs of $100 of recent suits are 
assessed against the buildings that 
the saloon keepers occupied. 

The work of grading the Soo 
extension from Valley City is being 
rapidly completed to Uxbride in the 
northwest part of Barnes county. It 
is said that a town will spring up in 
the northeastern corner of Stutsman 
county on the advent of the new road. 
Another station will be established 
about where the James river crosses 
Foster county's southern boundary 
Jne fifteen miles from Carrington. 

Unique Commencement Exercises. 

• For several years past county super
intendent Bras of Davison county has 
made it a practice to hold annual 
commencement exercises for the 
country or district schools under his 
charge, that being the only county in 
the state where the plan obtains. 
The third commencement occured on 
the 25th, and was marked by a larger 
attendance than ever before, and the 
exercises were of great practical 
interest and value. The programme 
included a procession of school chil
dren through the street, followed by 
an outdoor dinner on the court house 
lawn. In the afternoon there were 
literary and musical exercises, show
ing that th- country school children 
were no whit behind their town 
fellow pupils in improving the edu
cational advantages offered them 
Diplomas were presented to a large 
class of graduates, and prizes con
tributed by the citizens and business 
men of the town were awarded to the 
successful contestants in the various 
lines of development. 

A number of the far f^d •mKt>rrr< 
cows are to be taken from Ir4nd to 
Chicago, at the time of the World's 
* air, for the purpose of presenting to 
the admiring gaze of visitors the 
spectacle of real Irish milkmaids and 
butter makers—pretty ones, 0' 
course pursuing their avocation. 

THE LADY DOCTOR. 

Mr Charles Marion had ridden a 
Tieious horse, against the express pro-
hibition of everybody who knew any
thing about it, ami a broken arm was 
the consequence. 

Squire Selwvn's black horse, Thun
d er ,  was  well kuowu in the viciiiitv, 
ant! his extraordinary faculty for mul-and' his extraordinary 
tiplvinir broken limbs and broken 
U p i V l U g  . . . w —  -

heads had brought him into such dis
repute  that the squire was obliged to 
keep him because nobody would pur
chase liini. < 

Charles was the squire s nephew— 
a voung man of twenty live or six, and 
quite as conceited as young meu usu
ally are. He had come on from the 
c i t y  f o r  a month's vacation, aud liav-
iQir ridden Thunder, and got his ai m 
broken, was safely housed away in 
the spare chamber to wail the coming 
of a physician. 

• •How very unfortunate It is," said 
Kate Selwyn, entering the chamber 
just as Charles's small stock of patience 
was exhausted; "but Dr. Stone has 
gone out of town for a week, and left 
Dr. Forney to take his place." 

'•Send for Dr. Forney, then," ex
claimed Charles impatiently. 

"I have already done so, but I ex
pect vou will decapitate me for it. 
You know you detest strong minded 
women, and Dr. Forney " 

'•Of course I do. A strong minded 
woman ought to be put in a straight-
jacket. But what has that got to do 
with Dr. Forney?" 
~"Oh, here sue is!" cried Kate, tiud 
the door opened to admit a rather 
slight young woman of about two-and-
twenty. She was rosy and pretty, with 
soft loose curls of yellowish hair, a 
pair of very mischievous brown eyes, 
and a set of teeth white as pearls. She 
showed them when she suiiled, and 
Charles said spitefully to himself that 
the smiled for that exclusive purpose. 

"A patient for you, doctor," said 
Kate, indicating Charles with a nod. 

"Good gracious!" cried the patient. 
"You don't pretend to say that this 
lady is a doctor?" 

"Dr. Forney. Mr. Marvin," said Kate 
gravely. 

"I beg your pardon,'1 said Charles, a 
little haughtily; "I should prefer to 
have my arm attended to by a—a gen
tleman." 

"I am very sorry for your sake that 
I am not a gentleman," said Dr. For
ney, bowing. "I regret it extremely; 
but I do not see how I can help it." 

"No, no; of course not. But do you 
think you have courage enough to set 
a broken limb?" 

"Try me. and then answer the ques
tion yourself." 

Without more ado the doctor pro
ceeded to business; and though Charles 
was as nervous as any old woman, the 
limb was skilfully set, and the patient 
quieted down to sleep before Dr. Alice 
Forney left hnu. 

When Charles awoke he was prepar* 
ed to be very much outraged. 

"I declare it is abominable," he said 
to Kate, "to think of that little bit of 
pink and white femininity being a 
doctor! Why. she just looks as if she 
was just tit to sort worsted and work 
blue dogs on yellow hackwork. A 
woman with a profession is simply dis
gusting! And the idea of that girl 
going about, and netting broken limbs, 
and giving physic! Faugh!" ' 

"She's a pr'etty genteel girl," said 
old Mrs. Selwyn warmly, "and don't 
spend half her time in dawdling around 
and curling her hair." 

"And she is so gentle, and has a 
kind word for everyone," said Kate. 

"I can't help that," replied Charles. 
She can t be a true woman and usurp 

the profession of a man. Goodness! I 
wonder how a fellow would feel mak
ing love to her?" 

"Suppose you trv it and find out?" 
said Kate wickedly. 

"Me? Humph! I wouldn't marrv 
an angel if she had a profession. 
Heaven deliver me from your strong-
minded women!" ° 

But notwithstanding Charles's dis
gust of professional females, he flour
ished tinely under Dr. Fornev's care. 
1 tie doctor came everv day, and her 
calls were very lengthy for profession-

tin nT' » a
i

l a n o n  h a d  8 0  m u c h  t o  
tell about his sleepless nights, and his 
weary days, and the little twinges fof 
pain in his arm, and the way his head 
telt, and so on and so forth, that Dr. 
torney s forenoons were generally ab-

patient.111 VisUs to her beamish 
One day the doctor came later than 

usual, and seemed hurried in her man-

loL • ? DOt give Char«es's head-
w h i n LT 3)*nipathy as usual, and 
when he began to talk about his nerves 
she looked out of the window and ap
parently did not hear him. 

WhiTdid8/!ltWrODg
1

ed and insulted. 
What did he pay a physician for but to 
comfort him and give" him sympathy? 

woman ^ that  

Wi'11 *>e We11 at tended to now " 
said the doctor, rising to go. "Dr 

'KjirL^r'isihne!,^eturnedciiarie3-S= 
"W ho told vou so5" 

'VI ell, I am not.*' 
"Oh, Indeed!" 
'No 

Marion, * uoder^anv110^1 °°W ' Mr-
W arm is in a vev7^C"mstI"?e '-
and in a few days condition, 

my heS! too" "seemTa, urrvidlT' 
have some pity for ™. ' " yOU 

VOtt very much; 

some pity for me. 
'* nnnraa I nitv 

but I cannot stay to  tell Ton 
am rathe!- busy at this 
great many things t0 

1 

know." 
"For what—readv for ,»i, . 

_ harles. "Good heavIU8^?" 
mean to say that you are J2 
married?" o01ug 

Dr. Forney laughed. 
•'No. I am goin<* to Am.. 
"For how long?''3 r ,Cl  

"An indefinite'' period. pn, 
life, if I am pleased with n. 
You kuow I have my " £ 

Something rose up i t t  <w 
ion s throat and uearlv suffj! 
lie put out his hand and 1 
jborney to his side. And th, 
looked embarrassed aud bluJ 
as any other girl would haved, 
der such circumstances 

"Don't go!" said Charles e 
"If it is an open nig you are |M, ;  

then; is one nearer home." 
Ami he opened his arms 

forgetting that one of them w, 
for service. 

"Mr. Marion!" 
"Alice I love you! There-h 

thank Heaven! I love you with 
soul!" 

"Nonsense!" said Alice, 
fellow must feel, making loveto 
male doctor.'" 

"You overheard mv insane 
Well, never mind. I don't caret 
tide. It will give you a chance to 
cise your spirit of forgiveuea. 
Alice, my darling, you are 
forgive me, and you are not 
about setting any more broken' 
for broken hearts are worse 
broken bones, and you will kill 
than you cure." 

Dr. Forney succumbed to Mr. 
ion's logic, and became his 
soon as he was able to be about 
business. She has not practiced 
her marriage, aud Charles hai 
overcome his prejudice forwoEta 
follow professions. 

Musical Instruments. 

Apollo was the old god of 
•ind his favorite instrument, the 
was invented by Mercury. Whe 
latter was four hours old" hefoir 
shell of a tortoise, and made it 
lyre with nine strings, in honor 
nine Muses. This instrument 
cury gave to Apollo, who br 
Wonderful player upon it. The 
was used by the Greeks in 
times, and from it was fashion 
harp. 

The old-time viol was the 
strument of its kind, and fun' 
the plan for the modern violin, 
however, is seven hundred years 
It is said that Charles 11. introdir 
into England. One of the finest 
of violins was Stradivarius, of C 
na, who existed in the early 
the eighteenth century. Violins 
by him are worth thousands of d" 
now, and highly esteemed by col! 
and performers. 

The flu to is very old in its oJ  

but. the flute of to-day is di! 
from that of the ancients. It lias 
improved upon from time to tine, 
the old people would probably 
recognize it now. The lhigeolet, 
is somewhat similar, is credited» 
vigny about 15?S1. 

The first trumpet was .a ft**, 
and was used by very old M" 
Trumpets were well known is 
days when Homer lived, and a J® 
feast of trumpets is spoken of in 
Bible, nearly 1500 years B. C. 
ander the Great is said to have 
speaking trumpet 385 B. C. 

The harp, which was suggest" 
the lute, is ascribed to Jubal 
B. C., and was King David's f»T 

instrument. The harp was JI 
the Welsh and Saxons, and also by 
ancient peoples of Ireland, 
the oldest harps in existence is i® 
Dublin College Museum, and o 
ally belonjjod to Brian Boroi 
King of Ireland. — Harper's Ji 
People. 

The Unexpected Happen^' 

It was on Third street, just 
hour when milkmen yawp end 
rooms give up their dead, sa 
New York <-omm>:rrial Adverbs^ 
fore a small cigar store stood**' 
Indian with a grieved expression 
his soft countenance. He pr° 
felt hurt because no one had ew 
cepted the bundle of Hackm*0' 
lights that he had been soge^W. 
offering to the public for the 
years. Tbey rested in the pal® 
left hand; the lingers of M8 

f i r m l y  c l u t c h e d  o n e  e n d  o f #  
how. The other end was 
bedded in the pedestal upon 
stood. Down the street came 
Had his course been accurately 
duced upon paper it would ha*« 
like Upton's map of the third I 
Gettysburg. He collided with 
stretched right arm of the woo 
dian. Then he used language 
lated to peel paint oil the neig 
doors. The Indian preserved a 
tied silence, which evidently ! 
the man. Suddenly he seized • 
dian's right hand, that which 
the upper end of the bow, 
ing his foot against the re 
stomach, gave a terrific Pu ' 
arm came off at the shoul<ie 
man staggered back and rc . 
hand. The overstrained how 
with lightning rapidity. 
ing, planted the wooden nst 
beneath the inebriate's right ^ ^ 
dropped like a pig of lead. 
lieeman, suddenly aPl't'ay"Jfn, $ 
neighboring side door, took n . 
to the nearest drug store- j 
hand of the wooden Indian c 
to vibrate for fully live ^ 
a soft pine savage has rig»w» 
had upheld them. 


