
'1 HANKS OF COA'GBEjS. 

All Entertaining History of Brav-
oryoii Sea and Land—Old 

Time Heroes. 

The First Vote of Thanks of Tliis 
Kimi—Is the Custom Dy-

fagr out? * 

Congress seems to be going out of 
the business of voting thanks' to pri
vate individuals. During recent 
years very few citizens have been 
thus honored by the national legisla
ture, and iti fact it is now a precedent 
with almost the force of law, that 
such thanks should be given only for 
brave deeds in time of war. During 
recent years the only man who has 
received the thanks of congress is a 
Ma*sachusetts man, Joseph Francis, 
who was given this honor because of 
his memorable invention of a life car, 
which has been put to such good 
usage and has saved so many lives in 
times of shipwreck. 

Most of the thanks of congress 
have been given for brave deeds done 
upon the sea. A vote of thanks from 
congress is the highest reward which 
any naval officer can hope to receive 
for the most eminent service or the 
most extraordinary heroism. Since 
our independence as a nation the 
thanks of congress have been ten
dered upon 34 occasions. The first 
vote of thanks of this kind was 
passed in 1800, and then a gold medal 
with accompanying praise was given 
to Capt. Truxton. This was in con
sequence of his victory with the 
United States Constellation over the 
French ship La Vengeance, when 
with 33 guns he splendidly overcame 
the 54 guns and superior equipment 
of the enemy. At the time this was 
passed it was stated by congress that 
this was given that an example might 
be exhibited to captains, officers, 
sailors and marines honorable to the 
American name and instructive to 
its rising navy. At the same time a 
midshipman. Janus Jarvis by name, 
who was on Capt. Truxton's ship, was 

. similarly thanked for his bravery in 
meeting certain death rather than 
abandon the post where he had been 
stationed. 

Two years later Lieut. Sfcerett and 
his whole crew on board the schooner 
Enterprise vere thanked for the cap
ture of a pirate corsair of 14 guns and 

>>0 men. At this time the president 
personally presented by vote of con
gress a sword to Lieut. Sterett com
memorative of his action and one 
month's extra pay was allowed to all 

Ulcers and seamen alike who took 
part in the conflict. Again, two years 
later, Capt. Decatur was presented 
with a sword by the president, while 
6 Ulcer & and crew of the United States 
Ketch Intrepid were given two 
©ninths' extra pay as a testimony of 
the appreciation felt by congress for 

U.heir action in attacking and destroy
ing in the harbor of Tripoli a frigate 
cf 44 guns. The next to be thanked 
Has Commodore Preble for his gallant
ry and good conduct in several at-

• tacks on the town and naval forces of 
"Tripoli in the year 1804. A gold 
me'dal with proper inscriptions was 
given Commodore Preble by the presi
dent at a public gathering especially 
for this event, and the president 
further presented a sword to eacli 
commissioned officer and midshipman 
Who distinguished themselves in these 
attacks. The usual month's pay was 
ftllowed to the crew, and to each of 
those killed in the engagement con
gress sent a special vote of thanks to 
their relatives, expressing apprecia
tion of their services and regret at 
their untimely loss. 

No more medals were given or 
thanks voted until 1813, when Capt. 
Hull, of the Constitution: Capt. De
catur, of the United States, and Capt. 
Jones, of tlie Wasp, each received 
ngold medal with suitable emblems 
and devices and each commissioned 
officer of those vessels received a sil
ver medal. The relatives of two 
lieutenants who were killed at sea 
•during this •engagement were also 
presented with silver medals, and 
Lieut. Elliott was given an elegant 
sword for his bravery and gallantry 
la boarding and capturing two Brit
ish brigs while anchored under the 
protection of Fort Erie. Capt. IJain-
bridge, of the Constitution, also re
ceived a gold medal, while to the 
family of Capt. Lawrence, of the 
Hornet, was given $25,000 as prize 
money, together with thanks by let
ter for the destruction of the British 
brig Peacock. 

This was the time when naval deeds 
flout ished in our history, and many 

-officers during the next few years re

ceived congressional thanks and 
proper gifts. Lieut. Burroughs and 
Lieut. McCall of the Enterprise were 
given medals in 1814, and the presi
dent was requested to communicate 
with the nearest male relative of 
Lieut. Burroughs the deep regret 
which congress felt for the loss of 
that valuable officer, who as the reso
lution said, "Died in the arms of 
victory nobly contending for his 
country's rights and fame." 

The battle of Lake Erie was instru
mental in securing thanks and honors 
from congress for several who took 
prominent parts in it. Capt. Perry, 
Capt. Elliott, Midshipman Clark and 
Lieut. Brooks received swords and 
medals, together with prize money 

and thanks while the seamen received 
the unusual honor of three months' 
extra pay. The others who were giv
en thanks during the time of this 
war were Captains Warrenton. of 
the Peacock: Blakely, of the Wasp: 
Commodore Patterson for his defense 
of New Orleans: Capt. Biddle, of the 
Hornet, and Stewart, of the Constitu
tion. From 181(3 to 1848 there were 
no thanks voted for brilliant work 
upon the sea and then came sweeping 
vote of thanks to the whole force of 
marines of the United States navy 
for the zeal and ability displayed 
during the war with Mexico and es
pecially in the capture of Vera Cruz. 
In 1854 Commodore Ingraham was 
paid this dist inction for his gallant 
conduct in extending protection to 
Martin Koszta by rescuing liira from 
illegal seizure and imprisonment on 
board an Austrian brig of war. 

Down to 1862 there is only a sweep
ing vote of thanks passed. "That 
the thanks of congress was due and 
hereby tendered to the officers, sailors 
and soldiers of the army and navy of 
the United States for the heroic gal
lantry that under the providence of 
Almighty God has given us the re
cent series of brilliant victories over 
the enemies of the nation and the 
constitution." 

In the same year Capt. Dupont was' 
thanked for his victory achieved at 
Port Royal and Capt. Foote for his 
great gallantry exhibited at the at
tacks upon Forts Ilenry and Donelson 
and his efficiency in opending the 
Tennessee and Cumberland and Mis
sissippi rivers. Later on in this same 
year Lieut. Worden was thanked for 
his victory with the Monitor over the 
Rebel Ram Merrimac, and Capt. Far-
ragut for his successful operations in 
the south. The next year Capt. 
Foote was again thanked, and also 
Capt. Worden was advanced a grade 
by the unanimous vote of congress. 
()>her like honors during the civil 
</ar were given to Commodore Davis 
for his services in the waters of the 
Mississippi river, Capt. Dahlgren for 
his labors in the ordnance branch of 
the service, and Capt. Rowan for his 
victories along the coast of North 
Carolina; Commander Porter for gen
eral bravery, and Capt. Winslow, of 
the Kearsarge. for his victory over 
the piratical craft Alabama, a vessel 
superior to his tonnage and number 
of men. Commodore Ringgold was 
also thanked for daring and skill dis
played in rescuing the crew of a 
wreck in a gale, and at the close of 
the war Admiral Farragut received a 
very flattering vote of thanks for his 
conduct as a whole. Excepting in the 
case of Capt. Ingraham, Capt. Dahl
gren and Capt. Ringgold, the thanks 
of congress have invariably been ten
dered for services of valor. In the 
first case, Capt. Ingraham prepared 
a ship for action and prepared to 
tight his way for the surrender of an 
American citizen. Capt. Ringgold 
also rescued the crew of a sinking 
ship. Capt. Dahlgren received the 
thanks of congress for the invention 
of a new method of easting guns 
which vastly improved naval ord
nance. 

HOW A MAN FEELS UNDER FIRE. 

Hick* on April. 

The first storm period in April will 
commence about the 2nd and con
tinue until the eth, the danger 
centers being the 3rd, 4tli and 5th. 
Following these dates until the 10th 
it will be colder and the mercury will 
drop below the freezing point 
frequently. About the 10th it will 
grow suddenly warmer and reac
tionary storms will result being 
almost sure to bring hail. It will 
grow colder after these disturbances 
until the 14th, when it will get warm 
and violent, storms will result. Rain, 
hail and electrical storms will prevail 
about the 20tli. The 26th is the cen
tral day for the last storm period of 
the month, which covers the time 
from the 25th to the 28th. More rain 
and hail, after which look out for 
frost. 

Mrs. Robert G. Ingersoll receives 
almost as many letters as her husband 
and most of Hie letters inclose 
religious tracts. 

Mental Impressions of the Soldier WlnPH 
Bullets Fly About. 

Junius Henri Brown in Worthing-
tons': I was wandering on foot 
through a wood tryinur to see how the 
battle was going. There was a con
tinuous firing to the left and frequent 
whizzing of bullets over our heads. 
Abruptly the Confederates opened 
jn us from an adjacent battery with 
grape and canister. The shot rattled 
all around us. cutting down th? bare 
twigs and boughs above and plowing 
up the ground in our immediate vicin
ity. It was so abrupt and the source 
was so invisible that I was fairly 
startled at first, but I was exhilarated 
also. It seemed like real. war. The 
sensation was genuine and not un-
pleasurable, because, perhaps, I saw 
nobody struck. 

It makes a deal of diiference with 
one's feeling, under Are, when one is 
an eye witness of casualties in the 
immediate neighborhood. The sense 
of danger is greatly increased, as well 
as the likelihood of death, if men are 
falling around one—if somebody 
at one's side receives a ghastly or a 
mortal wound. Wounds and death 
in the concrete appear very different 
from what they do in the abstract. 
Time and experience are needed not 
to be deeply moved by the inevitable 
horrors of war. Usage makes us to 
a certain extent callous to our sur
roundings, however painful. In bat 
tie, every soldier is under obligation 
to be firm, to obey orders, to be faith
ful to his cause. If he falters or flies, 
he is disgraced, punished, irrevocably 
ruined. On the other hand, If he 
does what he should do. he Is es
teemed, honored, promoted. As a 
matter of policy, of self-interest, 
therefore, is it not strange that any 
soldier should shirk or flinch under 
any circumstances? A soldier in his 
first engagement is inclined to a pre
sentiment of death and is often sur
prised when it is over to find that he 
is still alive. Iu his 2.>th or 10th en
gagement his presentiments have dis
appeared with his nervousness and he 
is cool in the presence of peril. 

What is known as courage is, in 99 
cases out of 100, a matter of discipline. 
A man is alarmed at danger in the 
beginning, not so much because he is 
timid as because danger is new to him. 
The trite proverb that familiarity 
breeds contempt is measurably true 
of war. The coward of today may be 
the hero of tomorrow. The nerves 
that tremble at the outset may be 
strong as steel at the termination. 
Everything comes by education, 
intrepidity included. Raw troops 
arc always untrustworthy, simply be
cause of their rawness. The samf 
troops as veterans do not blanch in 
the face of death. It may be hard 
to count on a man's courage, but it 
would be madness to count on his 
cowardice. Almost any human being 
will be fearless with certain provoca
tion, from certain motives. Much 
depends on the cause and his attach
ment to it. He may be craven in one 
thing and dauntless in another. Men 
feel very differently under Are at 
first, but much alike at last. They 
can all be made to endure it becom
ingly, creditably, after repeated trials. 
The incurable coward is almost as 
exceptional as the congenital idiot. 

The Heal American 

The truest, best and sweetest type 
of the American girl of todav floes 
not come from the home of wealth: 
she steps out from a home where 
exist comforts rather than luxuries. 
She belongs to the great middle class 
—that class which has given us the 
best American wifehood; which has 
given helpmates to the foremost 
American men of our time: which 
teaches its daughters the true mean
ing of love: which teaches the 
manners of tl»e drawing room but 
the practical life of the kitchen as 
well: which teaches its girls the 
responsibilities of wifehood and the 
greatness of motherhood. These 
girls may not ride in their carriages, 
may not wear the most expensive 
gowns, they may even help a little to 
enlarge the family income, but these 
self-same girls are today the bulwark 
of American society, not only present 
but of the future. They represent 
the American home and what is best 
and truest in sweet domestic life, 
and thev make the best wives for our 
American men. I have no patience 
with those theories that would seek 
to place the average American girl 
in any other position than that 
which she occupies, ornaments and 
rightfully holds tn3 foremost place 
in our respect, our admiration and 
our love. She is not the society girl 
of the day and she is better for it. 
She kuows no superficial life: she 
knows only the life in a home where 
husband, wife and children are one 
in love, one in thoughts and one in 
every action. She believes no woman 
to be so sweet as her mother: no man 
so good as her father. She believes 
that there are good women and true 
men abroad in the world, and, thank 
God, her belief is right. And that 
man will always be the happiest who 
takes such a girl for his wife.— 
Ladies' Home Journal. 

mo 

GLADSTONE'S LATEST SPEECH. 

Annie Besant ami an Iowa Conductor. 

New York letter: Mrs. Annie 
Besant has been relating her impres
sions of the United States to fashion
able and intellectual British audi
ences since her return to England in 
the latter part of February. Here is 
an extract from one of the 
theosophist's lectures. 

^ "I traveled from New York to San 
Irancisco, and except in one place 
there was no separation of the classes 
as there is in England. In Iowa a 
railroad conductor who came to col
lect my fare sat down beside me, and, 
throwing his arm familiarly over the 
seat at my back, informed me that he 
was pleased to make my acquaintance. 
Fancy that happening in this 
country. The one exception I spoke 
of was in Pittsburg. There the faces 
of the people were lined with the 
evidences of the struggle for exist
ence, with the marks of hunger and 
looks that showed the deadly contest 
for bread. There the conditions are 
the same as prevail in England." 

Speaking of the relations of the 
sexes Mrs. Besant says: "The great
est freedom exists between men and 
women and in some places the 
familiarity is such as would be con
sidered scandalous by us. On the 
whole, however, virtue is held as 
high in the states as any where else 
on earth." 

Mrs. Cleveland is having her gowns 
for use in the White House made on 
the lines of the latest dress improve 
ments. 

As» a Physical Feat It. Was Unique in the 
History of Oratory. 

We must leave to politicians the 
appraisement of Mr. Gladstone's 
speech regarded as a piece of states
manship, but considered from a 
medical or physiological point of 
view there can be no difference of 
opinion. The performance must be 
regarded and must remain not only as 
historical, but prooably as unique in 
the history of eloquence and of states. 
Those who were privileged to be 
among the audience will never for
get the scene or the speaker. In that 
crowded chamber, filled with all that 
was distinguished and influential in 
British society, his voice was heard 
for the first hour of the speech with 
perfect ease, and even when its physi
cal force began to abate it was still 
felt as an influence altogether exquis
ite and refined. No diiTerence of 
opinion could avail to save the listen
er from the spell of a voice, always 
seconded by the choicest amenity of 
expression, which it may safely be 
said has no rival in contemporaneous 
parliaments. 

The wonder of all this is doubled 
by the fact that the speaker is in his 
84th year. Though there was a per
ceptible falling olf in the force and 
\olume of voice as the second hour 
was reached, the animation of the 
orator was all intact. His eye, and 
especially his right hand, brought 
into emphatic contact with the table 
from time to time, testified to the ve
hemence of his thought and feeling, 
and when occasion required it, as for 
the deli very''of a passage of special 
importance or final peroration, a 
reserve of voice was again and again 
drawn upon, and the enthusiasm of 
the mighty audience swelled the 
effect of the eloquence by which it 
was itself swayed. The most marvel
ous part of it was to see the orator 
after he had resumed his seat looking 
as serene as if nothing unusual had 
been done, and to learn that he went 
home to dine quietly with his family 
and to sleep with as little disturb
ance as if he had only been engaged 
in the most ordinary occupation. 
The record of eloquence is beaten by 
our octogenarian Premier, and apart 
from any consideration of politics 
with which we are not concerned, we 
are all very pro ad of him. 
Lancet. 

-Lond on 

Commencing April! the American 
Express company will control the ex
press business on the entire Illinois 
Central system of railroads. Thev 
have had the lines in the north and 
now get the southern business also. 

The Carriage and Wagon Mann 
facturers* association decided not to 
accede to the demands of the Carriage 
Workers' union for a nine hour day 
aod other concessions, and as a result 
a general strike bas been inaugurated. 

Diversified Farinir,g< 

Minneapolis Tribune: j* . 
price of wheat shall have ai ' 
lead the farmers of {| le  j1 ' 
out of the single crop ^ 
diversified agriculture, it wi '", 
of the greatest blessings wi 

struck this section of t he ear-i 
investigations of Labor 
Powers into the subject of n 

shows that in 1881 as in k! 
mortgage ridden section 0f<| 
was the exr'usively wheat 
In 18S1 the mortgage and  ̂  
ducing section was Southern y; 
sota: but that section has sip, 
from the slough of mort?ag. (]IV 

and found prosperity in ljVo° 
dairying, fruit and vegetable 
and flax, and thorough and L 
sive mixed agriculture. tIi^ 
and mortgages in 1M>| imd m'r, 
the northern and western 
The unusual opportunity 
this season in cattle, pork ii :,) 
should give those sections'"^, 
introduction to the safer, ru n , 
able and reliable mixed ; ; 
The farmer who puts alio-In 
in one basket, who depend . 
Providence and the weather f.,r  

income, who raises year aft it v. 
crop which is slowly aril s 

exhauting his soil, who f ]; w 

industry which employs him ulr 
the year, who deliberately n 
his entire labor and capita] in a 
which is the prey and v>:ir 
cyclones and droughts on ihf  

hand and bulls and bear< on 

other, is a shining mark tii" 
lender and political demagmie, 
inevitably falls a victim. 

Less wheat, mortgages am! iv 
and more meat and dairy w ; 
and mixed crops: greater :«,i 
d i v e r s i f i e d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  r ( : .  
crops, and lessattention to 
politics and rotation in oftl •<: 
sheep, poultry, bees, frui:. 
root crops, and well bred > 
supplemented with cream* 
cheese factories, starch an! 
factories, canning and 1> • 
factories, woolen mills and p;i< 
houses—are the levers to lift f.;rr 
and there were never bri-li 
prospects for the upbuildin.' 
farming than in this 1893. 

From A Cynic's Pen. 

M an—A biped with prejudi 
which he calls principles. 

"Woman—A biped with more 
udices—and less principles. 

IIespec tab i 1 i t y —Co n s is ten t 
formity to inconsistent mediocrity; 

Marriage—An investment 
woman and a speculation for niao. 

Religion—Eternal principlesnr 
fled to suit tea»poral requirern? 

Principle—Any opinion whichit. 
our individual interest to support. 

A good chap—Any one who mig 
could, would or should lend u-

A perfect lady—The high<--t pr." 
which tlie scullery maid can acctr 
her mistress. 

Society—A hotch-potch of 
tentious people having nothing 
common but uncommon assurance 

A smart little woman—A yo 
married woman in search of a 
band—somebody else's husband. 

The suul—An element of disco 
intended by Providence to be 
and expected by theologians to' 
damned. 

Tiie world—A place in which w] 
hate each other for a time, in 
pectation of loving each other la 
for eternity. 

Home Cold Facts* 

President Higginbothani of 
World's Fair has issued an address' 
the public regarding misreprentatio 

and misstatements relative to the« 
position management. He says 
exposition will be in readiness |  
visitors May 1: that ample pro visit, 
for seating will be made witho 
charge: about 1.500 toilet rooms » 
be located at convenient points, to 
be absolutely free to the public; 
admission fee of 50 cents will entill 

the visitor to enter all the cxpositio 

buildings, inspect the exhibits®1 

see everything within the ground 
except the Esquimaux' village an 
the reproduction of the Coloradodi 
dwellings. For these, as well as f 
special attractions on Midway P^a 

ance, a small fee will be ciiarg 
Imposition or extortiou will not 
tolerated. Free medical and ei 
geney hospital service will P 
vided, as well 4s commodious wait' 
rooms in varirus parts of thegrou 

Chi ego postoflice authorities 
that with the capture of 
TTawloy, extentive green goods ope 
tions in the West and North* 
are likely to cease. Hawley 
known as the king of green 
men. He is a nephew of 
Hawley, of Connecticut. 

Senat 
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