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The new railroad mileage of this year 
is less than that for the past thirty, ex
cept 1875, 1S66 and 1865. The total was 
1,919 miles Thirteen stiles built none 
at all—S>outh Dakota anion# them. 

While dtgging a well for Warren Mal-
Iwy at the foot ot the hills northeast of 
town, and when thirty-five feet down, 
Charlie NVetmur dug onto a tree trunk in 
good state of preservation. It is evident 
ly some s< ft, wood, but just what is hard 
to determine. The tree was as large as 
a mau's body.—Summit Signal. 

J. D. Smuil of Blooming Vallev, has 
.a communication in a late issue of the 
Summit Signal, advocating united action 
of all the settlers on the Sisseton reser
vation looking to a reduction in the 
price ot the laud to 81.25 pT acre. He 
presents the facts In a very strong light, 
allowing that the crop failures will make 
it impossible tor many of these settlers 
to p »y for their farms when the time for 

<payment corner. The proceeds of these 
lands we undet stand are to be set apart 
for the support of the Indians, aid just 
how the powers at Washington may look 
at the matter is a question, but that re
lief in some lorrn, either in the matter of 
(line or in a reduction in the price of the 
land, sheuld be extended the settlers 
Would be a simple matter of justice there 
can be no doubt. Much of the land is 
not loduy worth ihe price which the 
government has placed upon it, to say 
nothing of the hardships and discom
forts which the settlors have endured 
and which are an incident to the open
ing up of a new country. A rigid en
forcement ol the contracts will deteat 
one of the main purposes of the law 
.opening the "land for settlement, which 
qflas to secure permanent homesteaders 
Upon the land. 

A Redtield correspoudent ot the Sioux 
Falls Press, speaking of the large num
ber ot contests instituted by candidates 
at the late election under the Australian 
bal iot laws, says: 

These contests are based on various 
grouuds, but ihe most important point, 
on the whole, at issue, is in regard to the 
count ot a vote under the new law. 
Much controversy aiis.es on the count 
of a vote where the stra'ght ticket has 
been crossed at the top and a cross has 
Iteen put opposite a name on s'iuie other 

ticket. 
At the last election different boards 

decided the point differently, and hence 
much confusion and probably a dozen 
Contests will result. Tue law is specific 
and s.tyg that to vote outside of the 
airuigiit ticket, alter the straight ticket 
lias been crossed, the voter must cross 
tbe name en the opposition ticket and 
•rase the name ou the straight ticket. 
The two points are equally required un
der the statute, and it to cross, the ex
ception is all essential it is held that tue 
Other proviso must also be complied 
With. Against this is argued the section 
that says the couut shall be governed by 
the apparent intent ot the voter. It 
Will hardly do to decide that making a 
cross opposite a single candidate but 
failure to erase other candidate, voter 
has voted two fcr the same otlice, and 
hence the vote should be ^oid and count-
eti for neither, liecause this would pre
mise that a cross without an erasure 
constituted a vote, which, under the 
statute, is not true, then only one is 
voted tor, and hence should be oonuted 
for that one. 

While under the old system the gen
eral trend of court decisions have been 
lenient and in behalf of the voter, it 
Would seem that under a special law, 
enacted lo shut out fraud*, the decision 
should be a very strict application of the 
law, so that errors may be remedied and 
the law made so perfect us t<> accomplish 
its purpose of puritying the ballot. He-
publicans and fusionists are alike con
tacting, and hence no politics is affected 
by what may be the final interpretation 
of the law. The sta'e genet ally will be 
benefited it Borne one ot these cases shall 
reach a HUpreme court decision. 

Ue»Hlt off a Mecouul. 

HURON. S. D., Dec. 23.—By a re 
count ordered by the court in the Fd-
tnunds county election contests, Le 
Claire, Republican, is elected state's 
attorney by a majority of 7 votes over 
Weils.fusionist. Parmley. Republican, 
Is also elected county judge over Healey, 
Populist, by a majority of 5. The court 
held that where a cross (,*) was mado ><t 
the top of the ballot, it indicated that a 1 
the can tidates on such ballot wh<«e 
names wete not erased are entitled to 
Jiave tfee vote counted for them. 

School and Public Lund*. 

Fl#rre, S. I)., Dec. 21.—The biennial 
report of the commissioner of schools 
and public lands is of far greater import 
to the resident of the state than the re
ports of other officers tor t he reason that 
it deals in tacts and figures which will in 
the near future largely control the ex-
pence ot educational institutions of the 
state, the greater part ot which is at 
present attached to the public schools. 
While the stale school fnnd is yet a long 
way below the mark of making the 
schools self supporting, considering Ihe 
short tune which has elapsed since any 
move could be made toward securing 
the benefits of the public lands, a re
markable showing has been made. 

The total area ot public schoo' lands Ot 
the state is 2,821,348 acres. Of this im
mense acreaae nooe may be disposed of 
lor lesB than 110 per acre. While this is 
the minimum the state has disposed of 
141,000 acres at an average price ot $14 
per acre, an ! the same average price for 
all the school lands will give the state a 
permanent school fund of about $40,000,-
000 whi h cannot be inve*teu at less 
than 7 p3r cent. While tbe office has 
been in existence but a few years the 
amount of permanent school fund now oa 
hand is in round numbers $2,011,000. an j 
as the school population is 105,175, ihe 
interest on the sum now on hand is a-
bout 11.35 per capita per annum. The 
receipts of the office for the past year 
have been: 
Prom leases of school lands. $52,128 
From interest on deferred pay

ments 156,995 
From interest on loans of perma

nent fund 43,712 
From principal payment on school 

lands sold 199,717 

From lease of endowment lands.. 610 

Total 453,162 
Besides the school lands the govern

ment granted the s'ate at the time of ad
mission 653,000 acres of endowment lands 
for the various educational and charit
able institutions ot the state, all of which 
have l>een selected but about 40,000 acres 
and part of which have been patented. 
The amount ot school and endowment 
lands already patented to the state is 
114,092 acres, a greater amount than has 
been patented to five other states admit
ted at the same time with South Dakota 
and a greater amount than has been pat
ented to Arkansas. In connection with 
this the manner of disbursing the school 
fund will be of interest. The tund is ap
portioned among the various counties 
upon a basis of the voting population 
and the county commissioners are made 
loaning agents, the county being held 
responsible lor any loss. The interest 
is returned to the state commissioner 
und is apportioned among the various 
counties upon a basis of Ihe school popu
lation of the countv. 

ot a higher rate ot levy, say three mills 
instead of two, the present limit." He 
further recommends the abolition of 
the school poll tax as being an unequally 
imposed and collected tax. The piotis-
ton of the law for collecting personal 
property taxes are also radically defect
ive and should be changed. The low 

i rate of interest charged on delinquent 
taxes operates against their collection 
and the mode of the assessments find 
collection of taxes in the unorganized 

counties of the state is an entire failure. 
Yet, in view of all these discouraging 
features the following paragraph from 
the auditor's report shows vividly thai 
the sta'e is not in very bad financial con

dition alter all: 
"The amount ot funding warrants out

standing June 30, 1894, was $220,000. 
If the balance of $46,594 90 in hand in 
the deficiency fund and the balance ol 
8184,880.70 in th? general fund had been 
used to pay the outstanding warrants, 
there would have be»*n left a balance on 
hand with which to began the fiscal year 
of 1894, <511,430. This it is believed 
makes n very favorable showing for the 
fiscal transactions of the state tor the 
last two years." 

•TATE AT'DITOH'S REPORT. 

Madison Leadei— The Daily Leader 1b 
in receipt ot State Auditor Hippie's 
bi-ennial report for the years 1892 and 
'93. It is the largest and most complete 
report ever issued from that office. It is 
a valuable document for the student ol 
South Dakota finances. An excellent 
feature and improvement on former re
ports is the little matter of placing at the 
head of the disbursements of each fund 
the amount of the appropriation for lhat 
fund. This has been a much felt want 
informer editions of this report. The 
statements of warrants drawn for the two 
fiscal years, the abstracts of assessments 
of the two years, the reports of the in
surance departments and th$ auditor's 
personal recommendations for the benefit 
of the next legislature are all concise 
complete and systematic. The auditor 
recommends a consolidation of manv 
of the minor funds, which 
would simplify and cneapen the cost of 
keeping accounts as well as publish
ing, also that a time should be fixed 
after which no warrants should be issued 
against aav appropriation and that every 

THE PRICE OF COTTON. 

low It HM Been Affected by the Major
ities In the Bonn. 

In 1872, when Grant was elected pres
ident, the house stood 88 Democrats to 
203 Republicans. The price of cotton 
advanced to 27 cents in New York. 

In 1874 the house changed 88 Dem
ocrats to 181 Democrats, making a 
Democratic house. Cotton declined to 
187

# cents. 
In 1876 the house stood 156 Demo

crats to 187 Republicans. A Democratic 
house, and cotton declined to 13fg cents. 

In 1878 the house stood 150 Demo
crats to 128 Republicans. A Democratic 
house, and cotton declined to 12 3-16 
oents. 

In 1880 Garfield was elected. The 
house stood 152 Republicans to 130 
Democrats, changing to a Republican 
majority, and cotton advanced to 13 V4 
oents. 

In 1882 the house stood 200 Demo
crats to 119 Republicans. Cotton de
clined to 12 cents. 

In 1884 Cleveland was elected. The 
bouse stood 184 Democrats to 140 Re
publicans. A Democratic house, and 
ootton declined to 11 cents. 

In 1886 the house stood 170 Demo
crats to 151 Republicans. A Democratic 
house, and cotton went to 9 9-16 cents. 
Cleveland boom prices. 

In 1888 Harrison was elected. Tbe 
house stood 150 Democrats to 173 Re
publicans. A Republican house, and 
ootton advanced to 113

8 cents. 
In 1890 the house stood 235 Demo

crats to 88 Republicans. The price went 
to 6*4 cents. These prices are quoted 
from Alfred B. Stephenson, Cotton Ex
change, New York, and are New York 
prices. 

Cotton sold before the war, under ab
solute Democratic rule, as low as 3 % 
cents per pound.—Stephen N. Noble in 
American Economist 

Lower English Wages. 

Lower wages have boen forced npon 
the wage earners of Great Britain re
cently in the case of between 2,000 and 
8,000 employees in an iron and coal 
company, whose earnings have been cut 
down 10 per cent. The reductions made 
in our tariff not being so large as the 
British manufacturers had expected, 
they evidently intend to take the differ-
once out of the pay of their workers, 
for we find that the Welsh tin plate 
manufacturers "foresee a probable ne
cessity for cutting wages in order to 
meet the competition of the American 
works, and in this case, if there is, the 
tin plate workers ought to be reasonable 
and consent to bear their share of the 
burden." 

Under the McKinley tariff many of 
the Welsh tin plate factories were 
oompelled to close entirely, but the 
Gorman bill has enabled them to ctart 
up, and "the Welsh workers are having 
a little boom after their long spell of 
inaction." They fear, however, that 
their "little boom" may not last, so 

law appropriating monev should provide j afo preparing their poorly paid 
. 1 _l ,j 1* 1 . workers 'tobear their share of the bnr-how vouchers should l»e approved and » 

den by accepting still lower wages, 
which, if accepted, must of course mean 
lower wages for the workers in our tin 
plate factories if we are to continue to 
supply our home market with American 
tin plate. 

If tverv The Omaha 
Weekly Bee 

65 Cents Per Year. 
Tli«' largest, brightest and host 
Newspaper published in tlie west. 

The Bee for 1895 will lie a better paper than per belm». 

Special Features •*-
Special subjects for Women. 
Special subjects for Ghi/dren 
Special subjects for the Farm and the Farmer, 
One or more good stories each week for everybody 

in the family. 
Reliable market reports. 
Together with the News from at! over the world 
And all for less than any other Weekly paper w 

the country. 
Send 6") cent money • onto, express order or bank draft l,>r a \>ars 

subacripiion. If )ou t>eud silver or currency, register it or you send it at 
your own risk. Addn-ss ontern to.... 

THE BEE PUBLISHING CO.. 
Omaha. Neb. 

IN  MAKING YOUR 

HOLIDU PMSEMS 
Why not get Homething use-
fill for your friends. I have 
a large and varied assort
ment of 

some of them particularly 
fine, and a pair of them would 
make a useful and inu-h ap
preciated Christ-mas Present. 

Come and get your choice, 
for they will be sold at less 
than cost in order to dispose 
of them before leaving. 

1LLEN, LARSON t CO., 
Proprietors* of 

Mlfoank tilery, Feed and training 
Stables. 

Good rigs at reasonable rates. 
Special attention given to the 

traveling public. 

Corner 3d St. and Sd Ave. 

WE 0U«HT 

To Gome Together. 
You Want We Want 

YOU K 
TKAD E 
,V E 

Holme* on Domestic Keonooy, 

Tho laughable and the pathetio aro 
sometimes strangely mingled in little 
exhibitions of domestic economy -a 
Plato of apples, for instance, with the 

appro 
not make it obligatory upon the auditor 
lo pass upon them. The auditor reviews 
at considerable length the subject of 
Assessment and equalizntion, showing its 
weakness and shortcoming. Since the 
l»eginnitig of statehood the treasury has 
fallen behind regularly eve-y flecid 
year in which th* legislature 

has met about an even $100,000, more as 
a result of shiinkagein Hssessments by 
not complying with the provisions of j defective parts cut out for the childrca; j 
law and the habit of county commis- 1 ? basket of homemade ginger- \ 
sioners in remitting taxe», He calls the 1 °ne 9r two P'eces °* pound; 

.  . . .  .  .  ,  ;  c a k e  c a r o f u l l y  d i s p o s e d  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  
.tent,on of the coming to i so as to appear to the best 
this biennia ly recurring dafici noy and j "Autocrat of the Breakfast Table, ' 
the necessity of devising some way and 
means to obviate it He savs three 
methods suggest themselves; first cut
ting down appropriations to meet re
ceipts; second, by raising the valuation 
of properly sufficient to make the iwo 
mill levy and other sources ot state In* 
come, meet its demands; llhtrd, by 
amending the constitution «o a* to permit 

SAVE 
MoNEl 

G O O o u ri 
GROCK 

C A S H  I E S .  
AND TO 

£ MUST BE DONE 
BV liL'Y 

LOW PRICES. 

Here We Are ToplK 
AT , • 

Him, Brockman 

Happened In Hades. 

The grinning imps were packing sin
ners into the oven with a thing like a 
hay press. And the sinners groaned, 
all but one good natnred looking mail/ 

"Do you know," said the good na» 
ed man at last, "this is rather nip 
minds me of when I lived in f 
Brooklyn and crossed the bri< 
boon.M " 'tfow York Reoof5 

f"»r Over 
MRP. WINHI,OW'S V 
been used tor-* * 
soothes thechy 
all pain, curp^ 
remedy fopf 
a bottle/ 
ogt ihtjr 

W. <». ASHTO.\, 

DENTIST. 

£^~0*na? OVKK BLKSEK'S Dure 

Milbank, S. PAK, 

Teeth extracted and filled without p 

SM. PASCO, 

<IT1 JIvriCK. 
AND NOTARY PUBLIC 

Insurance and (."ollections promptly 

tended to. Pays taxes for noo-re*i 
dents, perfects titles sad buy# 

and sells land. 

IH BKNTLKY, 

LAWYEh. 

OTOffloe over Honeys Drug Store, 

bank, 8. Dak. 
Special attention paid to 3oiiec'ion 

^">»ENTKAL MEAT MARKET, 

Hi. LAYMAN, Proprietor. 

Fresh, Salt and Smoked Meats on ha 
The patronage of the people i f Mi •' 

and surrounding oouiitiy re«pect-
fuiiy eoliciteii. 

FAMES EERR, 
Proprietor 

MILBANK DKAY LINE AND 

AGENT FOR TN» STANDARD UILCOMP. 

Moving Pianos, Organs, Ktirnisur* Etc. &• 

prompt Attention. 

P. LI KDQUI ST. 

Farm Loans and Insuro 
Desirable farina for sale 

ou easy terms or on 

crop payment 

plan. 

Milbank, -

N. J. BLESr 

Has just received a ne 
goods in 

China and SiP 
Lamps ar 

that is well wort' 
purchasers in t* 

S^-For ' 

Blewef's 

sore 


