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The papers are full of statements oi 
Vhat a new telephone company is go
ing to do in and for New York. It  is 
all Interesting, but the fact that sso 
much of the story is in the future ton.-e 
takes the edge off somewhat. 

Chicago will be looked upon In the 
Hear future as a literary mart of con
sequence. It  is in the proper location 
for this purpose. Coast cities, like 
coast men, are invariably warped and 
provincial. The Grants and Lincolns 
came from the central section of the 
country, where men grew up well bah 
anced and broad minded. 

The careless and reckless way in 
which many women—with their pock-
ctbooks in full sight, inviting thievish 
grasp, and their watches hanging in 
view and easy reach of deft rascals— 
plunge into the holiday rush, is a di
rect incitement and temptation to rob
bery. One would suppose that the 
"personal equation" would check a 
tendency which is altogether too much 
in evidence today. 

It  Is reported that James B. Gentry, 
the murderer of Madge Yorlco, con
signed by mistaken clemency to the 
eastern penitentiary for life, has not 
only recovered a vigorous degree of 
health, but has become the center of 
admiring attentions at that, institu
tion. His ceil is made a sort of Mecca 
by theatrical people visiting this city, 
and the memory of his atrocious crime 
is already growing faint. Thus wo 
make heroes of our villains. 

The social ethics of the bull-fighting 
profession seem to afford an interest
ing aspect. Mexico has a light of the 
bull ring known as El Curita, who 
comes before the public with the com
plaint that his reputation has been in
jured by a report that he had been 
beaten by a woman. He therefore sub
mits public proof that, so far from this 
being true, the fact was that he knock
ed the woman down with a chair sev
eral times. Having been sent to jail,  
his eight-day sentence was commuted 
into the payment of a fine. He is thus 
restored to full standing in his profes
sion and the public esteem, and his 
reputation is vindicated. 

i  
The employes of the treasury depart

ment at Washington are given a thirty 
days' vacation each year with full pay. 
They are also allowed, in case of sick
ness, an additional leave of thirty days 
with pay continued,and Secretary Gage 
has just discovered that two-thirds of 
the employes were afflicted with sick
ness for thirty days during the fi3cal 
year. They were paid for twelve 
months' work and performed ten 
months' work, and now the secretary 
will ask that congress remedy this 
abuse of the sick-leave privilege by re
quiring clerks to present evidences of 
sickness and a physician's certificate 
and that it  shall appear that the sick
ness was occasioned by their official 
service. Otherwise they must lose pay 
while absent on account of sickness. 

According to the calculations of John 
Berkenbine, the drainage area of the 
Mississippi river is 1,250,000 square 
miles, including nearly all of the coun
try from the Alleghenies to the Rock
ies and from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico. In his communication to the 
Engineers'  Club Mr. Berkenbine esti
mates that one inch of rainfall evenly 
distributed over this area would equal 
21,780,000,000,000 gallons of water. If 
the average rainfall for the entire 
area amounts to twenty inches it 
would equal 535,600,000,000,000 gallons 
of water, or if the average rainfall 
should be twenty-three inches it 
would equal 1,006,800,000,000,000 gal
lons of water. The river has an aver
age flow of 664,000 cubic feet per sec
ond, or 31,6S0,000 gallons per minute, 
or 1,900,800,000 gallons per hour, or 
456,019,200,000 gallons per day. 

Many persons appear to labor under 
the delusion that it  is necessary to 
avoid sunlight for fear of spoiling the 
complexion, when, as a matter of fact, 
the sun's rays are necessary to give it  
the delicate tinting of beauty and 
health. Air is necessary to the first 
inspiration and the last expiration of 
our lives, but the purity and activity 
of the atmosphere depend upon the 
warming rays of the sun, while our 
bodies require light for their Wealthy 
stimulus. It is well known that with
out solar heat there can be no proper 
vegetable growth, and it is equally 
necessary for the beauty and perfec
tion, of animal development. It  be
hooves us, therefore, to see that our 
homes are open to the sun's rays and 
are made as bright and cheerful ac pos
sible, and they ought to freely admit 
the sr.flight. It  is  well known that 
disease which has baffled the skill of 
physicians has been known to yield 
when the patient3 were removed from 
dark rooms to light and cheerful apart
ment a. Light is especially necessary 
for the healthy growth of children. 
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Wa»litnuton Talk. 
Senators Thuisicii.  Carter and 

White. constituting the subcommittee 
on Alaska of the senate committee on 
territories, have practically decided to 
recommend that Hie territory bo given 
three judges instead ol'  one. 

William L. Wet t more, a pioneer of 
Marquette. Mich., is dead. He came 
to Marquette in and was known 
as a large iron and lumber dealer, l ie 
Mi's once tlit* owner of the New Yorl". 
mine with Samuel J.  Tilden. His busi
ness relations with Tilden ended in :i 
fniuem* suit against Hie latter. 

Harry A. Scott,  postmaster at Lml-
dingtou, Mich, died of pneumonia, af
ter an illness of one week. Mr. Scott 
was one of the most prominent men in 
the community, and stood high in ma
sonry. He was fifty-eight years of 
uge, and had held numerous civil and 

GLANCING BACKWARD 

WHAT A VAST CHANCE HAS 
TAKEN PLACE: 

government 
lumberman 
known. 

dices. H<> was also a 
and as such was widely 

Casualties. 
Mi.i viu Hiuk,v. whose home is in 

Minneapolis, skated against the sup
port of a bridge at Kirov. Wis., and 
was badly injured. 

Near Buffalo, a New Y o r k  C e n i i a l  
rain struck a carriage containing Mr. 
a n d  M r s .  S a m u e l  K i s ^ .  B o t h  w e r e  
killed. 

rile steamer Lambert 's I 'oini, which 
arrived at St. John's. X. I\ ,  with her 
cotton cargo on lire, sailed lor Liver
pool  with the dcekload still  ablaze. 
T h e  c r e w  r e f u s e d  t o  s a i l  u n t i l  c o m  
polled by the police. It '  the fire be
c o m e s  s e r i o u s  i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  j e t t i s o n  
the cotton. 

Criminal. 
The quartcrmtirtter 's sale at I 'm t 

Keogh. Mont.,  has been robbed id -

.V seventeen-year-old mother, Mary 
Comisky. has been acquitted in a Chi
cago court of the charge of murdering 
her baby. 

J.  A. Cassidy. charged u i t h the t i UM 
of Jjn.SOu lit  Fowld'.s lumber camp, 
was sentenced .to a year iit the peni
tentiary after pleading guilty at West 
Superior. 

When a drunken ci -wd in < Herniate. 
Texas, undertook to  bully Seward 
C r a y ,  w h o  h a d  j u s t  m o v e d  t h e r e  i n  m i  
Jefferson county. 111., he «i ,-imi 
killed three of them. 

Fred Jeutges. charged with the em-
be element of from the Moon 
Bros. Carriage company at St. Louis, 
while in their employ as confidential 
bookkeeper and cashier two years ago, 
hits been arrested. 

The wife of Eugene Lee was found 
murdered in her bed at. Kmiis. She 
had been shot through the head. lie. 
husband lias been arrested. There is 
great excitement and throats of lynch
ing are made. 

Capt. Hale, of the Hutchinson (Kan.) 
Salvation army, whs tilled in police 
court for stopping a street car mule 
which wits breaking the line oi the 
Salvation army parade. He appealed 
to tilt? district court and won the ease. 

Bill Adler, a town tough of Kansas 
fit.v. charged with the muider of 
'W illiam Johnson, colored, was con
victed of murder ai the second degree 
and sentenced to4ten years. He is ;he 
lirst white man in Jackson county con
victed of the murder of a negro. 

Foreign No tea. 
Count Iiclianeff, the Russian minis

ter of public instruction, is death 
Negotiations for peace in Hie Phil

ippines have failed. 
Ernest Hart, editor of the British 

Slodieul Journal, is dead in London. 
Sir Robert Henry Meade, permanent 

under secretary of state for Hie colo
nies since 1801, is dead in London. 

Prince (leorge of" (Hreece, who vi->;i 
ed this country a few vears ago. has 
.appealed for a year's absence ,o travel 
abroad again. 

Sir Cluirles Hutton (Jregorj\the well 
known engineer and a former presi- j 
(hut of the institution of Civii Engi- |  
liters,  is dead .-it  London. j  

Mile. Marie Louise Ney, grand niece 
of the celebrated Marshal Ney. of the 
first Napoleonic empire, was found as-
phj xiated at her residence in Paris. 

According to a special dispatch from 
Constantinople the Russian embassy 
there has been threatened with l>omb 
outrages '"unless Russia withdraws 
her opposition to the amelioration of 
the condition of the Armenians." 

It is said that notification lias IHM>H 
received at Halifax from the British 
war office to the effect that the con
struction of two quick-tiring imtteries 
is to lie commenced the con ing spring 
for the better defense of Halifax bar 
bor. 

The Paris police have arrested and 
imprisoned Mme. JoufPrey d'Abbans 
and her paramour on the charge of 
blackmailing an army captain. She 
protended to lie Maj. Esterha/.y's 
"veiled lady," and was examined dur-
irg the inquiry. 

The jury found that the great Lon
don fire was the work of some person 

persons unknown. The Jury was 
r o t  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  t i r e  b r i g a d e  w a s  
fully equipped and was not unani
mous in the opinion that the water 
supply was sufficient. It recommends 
that an engine with steam constantly 
u p  b e  a l w a y s  k e p t  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  s t a 
tion. 

People Talked Aliuut. 

Dr. II.  \ \ .  Moore lias been appointed 
a member of the board of j elision ex
amining surgeons at Brookings. S. 1). 

Bray ton Ives has Ijcen elected pres
ident of the Metropolitan Trust Com
pany of New York. 

Mrs. Mary Cowden Clarke, author of 
The Complete Concordance to Shake

speare," is dead at Genoa. 
I 'r .  Lapponi is treating the pope 

with hot sand baths for the pontiff 's 
rheumatism, which recurs on the least 
exposure. 

Mherwise. 
V tin can combination is being 

formed in Chicago. 
The A. T*. A. is fighting McKenna's 

confirmation as justice of the supreme 
court. 

Gen. Merriatn. of the depiitimut of 
the Columbia, reiicrts no Klondike re
lief needed. 

Tin* Inland Iron and Forge Company 
of <"hie-ago lias started up. giving em-

; ployment to ."tut men. 
Counterfeit $WO silver certificates 

ami $1<> gold pieces are in circulation 
:  in Philadelphia. 
!  The Omaha city hall is in a state of 

siege as the result,  of a row over the 
legality of the police board. 

kid Partland and Kid Lavigne may 
ic.eet at.  New Orleans some time next 
mouth in jt l imited round bout. 

Plans are being laid for a 
i bicycle and railroad bridge between 
[ the boroughs of Brooklyn and Manbat-
;  tan. near the present bridge. 
j  A strong movement is on foot at 
[ Washburri.  Wis., to secure a pardon 
i for A. C. Prober!, the ex-lianker of 

t  bat city. 
A large e x p e d i t i o n  of L a p l a n d e r s  is 

about: to start for New York from 
Copenhagen. Christiana and Tromsoe 
to  go to the Klondike1 .  

j "Lombardy," the home of John T. 
I Brush, the base ball magnate, three 
|  miles cast of Indianapolis, was gutted 

I iy lire. 
It is d e f i n i t e l y  Mllii . ' i i i e e d  a t  T a e o i n a  

b y  A .  C .  I b a t n o b e r  t h a t  t l i t *  U o i i i -
>e!iilds would build a railroad into the 
'i Hkon country over the Dalton trail.  

! The fteam pilot brat Smith lias been 
|  l i b e l l e d  i n  t h e  F n i t e i l  S t a t e s  c i r c u i t  
|  court at .Mobile. Ala.,  for conveying 
i  men. arms and ammunition to Cuba, 
j  The intervention of the unsecured 
: creditors in the insolvent Union Pa-
j cilie railway at the last moment lins 
! prev< 11 toil the sale of ijUflJMMUHto of se-
1 curilies. 
i Women crusaders petitioned the 

Spokane, Wash., council to prohibit 
screens or blinds in front of saloon 
windows or doors. A majority of the 
council seem to favor the idea. 

J.  Clark. Yale basket ball player, 
broke his collar bone in a recent game. 
He is one of the four speakers that 

scored a victory over Harvard in Hie 
intercollegiate debate. 

It is said that Jim Garland will suc
ceed Frank Taylor as trainer for 
"Lucky" Baldwin. Garland Inis trained 
for llaggin and Spreekles. and once 
had charge of the Fndine stables, 

I nited States Minister Powell, at 
Seoul. Corea. has reported to the state 
department by cable that the mother 
of the emperor of Corea died at the 
capital.  

The orange crop of Southesn Cali
fornia. is now lieing harvested, and is 
in prime condition. Although then* 
was an unexpected fall of snow. the 
fruit was not damaged. 

Tiie'  International Bricklayers a.id 
Masons* union held a meeting in Pe
oria. 111., and will be* in se^ion leu 
days-or two weeks. There are -!U<» del
egates in attendance. 
•The Tennessee Lumber Company of 

Cincinnati,  Ohio, Juts made an as
signment. Dull trade cause] the as
signment. Assets and liabilities. 
0» ;< I .  

The first action in Iowa under the 
amended mulct law was taken at Du
buque, Iowa., where the supervisors 
granted the petition for consent filed 
by the brewers and wholesale liquor 
dealers, who have heretofore been ex
posed to prosecutions under the pro
hibitory law. 

There has been a great row over the 
postoflice at Menominee. Mich., where 
the present congressman, C. D. Shel
don. has forced the president to ac
cede to his request to name Michael 
H. Kern for postmaster, against the 
determined request of S. N. Stephen
son. former Republican congressman 
from ihat district.  

Mrs. Amelia Miller, nearly seventy 
years of age. living at Spokane, claims 
to be one of the heirs of Robert Morris 
of Revolutionary days, and has en
gaged attorneys to look after her in-

i terest in the estate, situated in West-
|  ern New York, and said to embrace 
! upward of a million acres of valuable 
j  land. 
|  A special dispatch from Bangor. Me., 

I tv the New York Commercial Adver-
j t iser says: The trustees of the Oron i 
j  Savings bank have decided to wind up 

its affairs. Many of the securities 
j which the bank holds have depreci-
j  ated in value through losses in the 
|  West. 

j Cripple Creek reports a sensational 
j  strike in the Delniotiico. a proper ty  be-
! longing to the Ftiion Gold Mining com-
! pany of Blue Hill.  In a forty-foot 
j  drift at the seventy-tive - foot  level, an 
i elgiitoen-inch vein literally covered 

with sylvanite was broken into. An 
assay was taken, and the rock went 
bet!"!* than $N<MI to the ton. 

The report that W. A. ("ark lias sold 
his Butte properties to the Colusa Par
rot Mining and Smelting company of 
Spokane is incorrect. The Clark prop-j 
erties.  mines and smelters have s im-  '  
ply been consolidated into one couma- '  
uy. known as the Colusa Parrot Min '  
ing and Smelting company. It is a1  

Butte corporation, and Mr. Clark holds 
his original interest. 

The Country Does Not Recognize Itself 
In Hewing lis Condition of a Year 
Ago Farmem the Ones Who Have 

Received the Urea teat  Bene lit .  

(Washington Letter.) 
This ought to be a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year for a large pro
portion of the people of the United 
States. 

There are several .reasons and it may 
not be improper from this national 
standpoint, where they are easily look
ed at, to enumerate some of them. 

Glance over the files of your papers 
of the corresponding date four years 
ago and even three years ago. and, if 
you have not them at hand, recall to 
your recollection the circumstances of 
that time. Want and suffering in ev
ery city; hundreds of thousands of peo
ple out of employment; business sus
pended and business men called upon 
to give of their funds to keep the un
employed of their own communities 
from starvation; soup houses estab
lished everywhere; idle men in search 
of employment or in search of suste
nance; thousands sleeping in station 
houses and public buildings in the 
great cities. Everybody who recalls 
the experiences of the first and second 
winters which followed the election of 
a free trade President and Congress 
and contrasts them with those of to
day, must feel that there is occasion 
for gratitude in the present condition 
of his own community and the com
munities of his country. 

Ta-ke the farmer and hi*, vendition as 
another example. While he was not 
actually starving and requiring his 
friends to contribute focal at this time 
four years ago, the contrast between 
the prices which he is now getting and 
those during the free trade period will 
certainly make this a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year to him. The far
mer supplies the bulk of that great 
mass of productions which go to other 
parts of the world and bring millions 
of money Into the United States. The 
exportations of the country in the year 
now about to end are the heaviest in 
its entire history. They will reach for 
the calendar year nearly $1,100,000,003. 
In but once in the history of the coun
try did they reach as much as a bil
lion, and that under the administration 
of the last Republican President. Gen
eral Harrison. This year they will ex
ceed those of It.92, when they were $1,-
015,000,000. And the farmer i3 getting 
his share of this prosperity. 

Take the manufacturers ar.d tile mil
lions of men employed in the various 
industries which they control or which 
are tributary to them. Four years ago 
the shutters were upon the windows, 
the wheels were silent, the employes 
were without work. To-day in every 
community the factories arc? working 
on full time, many of them overtime, 
in some cases running day ami night, 
while thousands upon thousands of 
workingmen and women have received 
as holiday gifts an increase of from 10 
to 20 per cent in their wages. This is 
the result of the protective system; the 
conditions of tour years ago wn- 1  he 
result of the free trade system. 

Take the currency of the count: ' ; . ,  rae 
money in circulation as another e xam-
pie. Two years ago the leaders of the 
Democratic party began the vigorous 
agitation in favor of an unsound sys
tem of finance in the affairs of the na
tion. The result was immediately felt 
In a rapid reduction of the money in 
circulation. Eighteen months ago its 
leaders met in Chicago and did what it  
had been for some time appSprent they 
would do, declared for the free and un
limited coinage of silver at a ratio far 
different from that which actually ex
ists in the commercial value of silver 
and gold. And during that campaign 
it  was Insisted that tmly by this false 
and delusive method could there be 
produced a sufficient increase in the 
currency of the country to keep pace 
with the growth of its population. The 
result of that agitation was suspension 
of business, the disappearance of cur
rency, business alarm, still  further loss 
of employment. The rejection of the 
proposition by the people was felt by 
an immediate increase in the country, 
and on this holiday occasion, only a 
year after the rejection by the people 
of the United States of this proposed 
system of finance, the currency in cir
culation is more than $200,000,000 in 
excess of that on the day that Mr. Bry
an was nominated upon the free silver 
platform. And this is another of the 
numerous causes for congratulation to 
the people of the United States on this 
holiday occasion. 

What is the cause of all these 
changes? The cause is found simply 
in the difference of policy and admin
istration between the Cleveland free 
trade period and the McKlnley protec
tive tariff period. Under the former 
policy the country had reached the low
est ebb in finance and trade within the 
memory of the generation, but with the 
appearance of Bryan and the free sil
ver heresy a still  further stagnation 
was felt until things at one time seem- I 
ed to be at a standstill .  But with the 

election of a President pledge,l t 
tection and sound money an°irii '  °  
difference is  seen.  E:ven beforc-V 
possible to enact any legislation »> 
would change the operation of *h 
ernment, or even before an-'  ^ 
was made in the occupancy 
White House, the confidence rp 
to the country and business ~ 
knowledge that proper i(J°, " 
would be enacted as soon as - 3  

was marked on all sides. ' 
the inauguration of President m/-- '^ 
and later the enactment of 'a n^ ' 
l ican tariff law, designed to 

sufficient revenue and to protect uJ 
can industries, and the result t>aV 
a steady growth of prosperity 
increase of business all over tC 
Prices of farm products hav«-
wages of employes have been in^, 
thousands of unemployed hav-
given work, and the country ! s  ,  
ing into a season of prosperitv 
is a great contrast to the years ( J  

trade which are fresh in the n.-n 
of the people. GEO. WILL: \ 

A Question of I 'tit-clianing; l  ow*,. 
I t  is a fact of record that -

t ides of use and consumpti > 
"cheap" under the Wilson ta 
But were the great mass of t t  ;> 
more prosperous because of t r  
it not rather the fact that th ; 
were far less able to take ai 
of the cheap prices than they i 
to possess the comforts and e.< 
luxuries of living for years b< 
passage of that iniquitous mea- • 
all  the higher prices that pi • .  
Were not these cheap prices :: 
artificial? Did the mass of tli .  ; 
buy more because of cheap 
Was cot purchasing actuall> i :  
Did they not actually b iy les '  
retailer found his volume of 
to say nothing of his profit,  i 
by the cheap prices? Were n • 
cheap because labor was che; 
not the reduction of purchasir 
follow quickly upon the cutti- -r 
of earning power, so that tho -
latter resulted in the produc 
cheapened goods the market • 
was reduced, too, in proporiio* 
was the gainer? Surely not 
ducer. Surely not the manu 
Surely not the retailer. Quite i- -
not the consumer, who, notui: '  
tempting cheap prices, found i 
yet unable to take advantage /  

Wages and income have been >: 

ened along with prices. And a- u 
ter of record the latter never *< 
the level of the former.—Pr.\ 
(R. I.) News. 

It Is a i;< m. 

•**3dun. 

•m 

A Rel iab le  llaromoter. 
Bank clearings are an absolu 

liable barometer of general 1 
conditions. That a steady a: (  

manent increase in bank clearing 
week to week means a positi\> 
merc!al and industrial reviva 
certain as the law of gravitation. " 
a commercial and industrial re*' 
means more employment for th*11  

earners, and hence increased i r  
ing power for the laboring classt: 
equally certain. 

The bank clearings of Chicu? 
the month of November tell a ta.t.  
good times that must complett ..• 
found the most resourceful at. i 
ful of the calamity wailers. *1 her-
no argument that can be advai;*^ 
the apostles of discontent thatwu.t 
vail against figures which show ac-, 
business transactions. 

The bank clearings of Chici^ 
November reached the enormous -
gregate of $458,000,000, which n J 
of $100,700,000 over the corresi r r  

month cf last year. This renu: re
gain is the highest on record - .  
good times of 189^-93. 

The figures of the politician-
times He: brrlt figures do not 
eago Times-Herald. 

X A m 

Food for Thought. 
Mr. C. II .  Cramp, a short ti-

at the meeting of the board c 
and transportation in New Yo 
said: "No nation has ever be 
to .maintain ship-owning by r 
ing its ships from the ship-bui •! 
other nations." This remark 
food for thought to members of 
gress and to the people genera .* 
American policy of protection 
broad aand national policy and -i-
embrace every American i-i !-
within its beneficent workings 
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