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Was Lincoln Faithless? | 
Chicago Inter Ocean: Abra-

|am Lincoln, in Ins first inaugu-
il address, on March 4, 1861, 

Ised these words: "I have no 
|urpose, dire^tl)' or indirectly, to 
iterfere with the institution of 
|iavery in the states where it.now 
cists. I believe I have no legal 

^ght to do so, and I have uo in-
intion to do so." < << ' 
Here was as positive a pledge 

is could be given. Yet within 
iss than three years Abraham 
vincoln did what he said he 
rould not do. He issued his 
broclamation abolishing slavery 
i,nd used the whole power of the 
lation to make that abolition 
Effective and complete. 

Does the judgment of mankind 
Bondemn Abraharii Lincoln as 
faithless to his pledge? The 

irhole world applauds him for 
jreaking it. All peoples -justify 

Ibis annulment of it on the gfound 
[that it was given under mistakes 
las to the essential facts. They 
iail his rejhidiation of it as a 

|triumph of righteousness. 
The congress of the United 

|8tates, on April 20,1898, resolved 
|"that the United States hereby 
(disclaims any disposition or in-
Itention to exercise sovereignty, 
(jurisdiction, or control over" 
ICuba. Like Lincoln's in 1861, 
that pledge was given under mis
take as to the essential facts. 
Yet there are Americans who 

Nvould brand this nation as faith
less if it should complete the an
nulment of that pledge. 

For the mistake was speedily 
discovered and the reversal of the 
pledge begun. Having driven 
Spain from Cuba, we found that 
we either must exercise sover-r 
eignty or deliver the island to 
anarchy. By the treaty of Paris 
we took sovereignty over Cuba. 
The civilized world applauds us 
for so doing. Now we are con
fronted with the alternative of 
either keeping our mistaken 
pledge and.handing over Cuba to 
the foes of her peace, or of con
fessing our mistake, as Lincoln 
confessed his, and doing justice 
and righteousness, as Lincoln 
did - . 

To abandon Cuba 'notf would 
'be neither -justice nor good mor
als. It is both unjust anil im
moral, to ourselves, and to the 
Cubans* to permit ourselves to In
bound by our mistake, "There 
is^fio principle of law more gen
erally admitted,"' said Justice 
Story sixty-five vears ago, -'than 
that a mistake of .fact, goifig' to 
the essence of a contractj Avoids 
it. 'Those who err do hot con
sent' is the maxim of the civil 
law, and it is a maxima of univer 
sal jdstice-' 

We erred as to thl essential 
facts vfhen we attempted to dis
claim sovereignty over Cuba, just 
as Lincoln erred when he prom
ised not to interfere with slavery. 
The universal judgment of man
kind declares that Lincoln's 
pledge to the slaveholders was 
yoid. So it will declare that our 
pledge to Cuba is void. 

Are those who now speak 
glibly about ".national dishonor" 
in Cuba prepared to accuse Abra
ham Lincoln of faithlessness? 
Do they regard the emancipation 
proclamation as a blot upon his 
character?- We doubt it. Yet, 
until they are willing to do that 

until they are willing to~ branc 
as a crime the chief glory oi: 

Lincoln's life—they cannot accuse 
the United States of bad faith if 
the Washington government re
tain sovereignty over Cuba., 

day, Secretary Gage, of the treasury 
said: 

"The committee on coinage has 
reported to the House with favorable 
recommendations, the bjjj, intro
duced by Congressman Mill, of, 
Connecticut, making silver dollars 
exchangeable lor gold. 

"This proposition is ridriVosfile""to 
the silver dollar. On the contrary 
it is designed to put the credit and 
resources of the government behind 
our silver currency in an unequivocal 
and straight forward manner. There 
las always been an implied promise 
that the government would take 
such action as this if it- evef became 
necessary to protect the holders of 
silver, but the language has been in 
the vague terms of political com-
promise< The act of 1S90 declared 
it to be the purpose ol the govern
ment to maintain the' parity of "its 
gold and silver coins, but no other 
means existed to assure that fact 
than that both were receivable for all 
public diies. Experience has shown 
that that provision will sometimes 
maintain an over-valued currency at 
par with the standard and some 
times fail to do it. Whether it will 
or not depends upon the proportion 
of the over-valued currency to the 
amount of standard money in the 
country, the state ol trade at home 
and abroad, and other contingencies. 

"So much uncertainty attaches to 
these conditions that it is a rtile of 
sound finance the World over that a 
paper currency or an over-valued 
coin currency should be convertible 
at the will of the holder into stan
dard money. When this is the case, 
the government, which is responsi-
3le lor the issue ol such currency 
and has profited by it, assumes what
ever risks may attach to it. 

'Our i%ilve.r dollar is an overval
ued coin. Its bullion value is about 
fitty cents. When the bullion in the 
treasury shall have been coined, 
there will be about $6oo,000,000 of 
this money in the country. The 
volume is large, in the opinion of 
many; so large as to be in uniavor-
abie times a a euuee. 1c is true that 
the silver dollar has never yet 
gone to a discount, but on tlie other 
hand 11 is not known that ihe most 
unfavorable combination ol circum
stances possible has yet been exper
ienced. it lias always thus lar had 
tne help of an aanii ustiMtion ol the 
irerfbury which inspired confidence 
uy lrankly recognizing the obliga
tion upon the government to main
tain tne parity. 

"Without discussing the proba
bility that the silver dollar will go to 
a discount, it is, wise aad proper to 
recognize that not a lew people be
lieve in the possibility. People's 
Uelieis iiiflu- nee their actions, and it 
is undesirable that any portion ot the 
currency of the Uniled States should 

Ibe under suspicion. The govern
ment bought the bullion from whiqft 

extent. But probably eighty per 
cent of the silver currency 61 the 
country is in the West and South, 
scattered among smsfll holders who 
would not have that opportunity to 
dispose of it in the event of an emer
gency. These people are entitled to 
be assured that the government will 
stand between them and any possible 
emergency. . 

"There is no probability that the 
measure will add anything to the 
burdens upon the gold reserve. 
Every argument to prove that the 
•provision is unnecessary supports this 
assumption, and the element of dis
trust which is now liable to develop 
would be eliminated. The demand 
for gold would be c®nfined to the 
legitimate needs of the export trade, 
and that the government cannot ad
vantageously or honorably evade. 
The bill completes the work of at
taching all our currency definitely to 
the gold standard. It is logical, 
scientific and honest, and so long, 
therefore, as the government quib
bles over it so long will people ask 
why, and view the silver dollar as an 
element of weakness in our monetary 
system. 

"An anomalous situation is pre
sented by the attitude of the so called 
friends of silver in opposition to this 
bill. They claim to regard the sil
ver dollar as the poor man's special 
coin, and unquestionably the present 
stodli is mainly in the hands of farm
ers. wage earners and small trades
men. It is the mpney of wage-
tamers and retail trade not of bank 
reserves. What purpose these 
champions of silver can have in op
posing a measure that is calculated 
to eradicate all distrust concerning 
this coin and make it in everybody's 

pinion as good as gold, is beyond 
the comprehension of ordinary and 
practical people. ' 
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Making Silver Dollars Exchangeable 
For €f»ld. V 

Special CorreSpobdence, •, ; ̂  . 
1 Washington, D. C., Felx—Iihdis-

Vfttisijig tfyie- proposed legislation-, for 
'strength^ the Geld Standard* to* 

ihese dollars were mande at its mat; 
ket value and paid them out to the 
people at their face value, receiving, 
in exchange the full lace value iri 
gold or the equivalent thereof in 
goods or labor service. • Having 
done this it has no right now to evade 
or qualify its responsibility for them 
in the slightest degree. There is no 
escape from the argument that if 
there is no danger from these dollars 
the government risks nothing in as 
suming this responsibility, and 
there is danger, the risk properly 
belongs to it and not to the individ
uals who may happen to hold them, 

"There is nothing in the charge 
that this bill would afford the bank
ers or speculators of Wall street an 
additional facility for raiding the 
gold reserve. They have abundant 
opportunity now to work any silver 
coin and certificates they may have 
back on the treasury. The sub-
treasury at New York receives more 
than 75 per cent of the government's 
revenues. When silver accumulates 
at all in New York, it is promptly' 
substituted for gold in payments to 
the tti&sury. The practical results 
are the Same,. bojh. to treasury 
and tQs the New'-York'bankers', as. 
though thjfe goVcpiu6*nt -^4vej gbl4' 
for stiver at that point and: to that 
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Wolcott's Closing Out Sale. 

We offer you bargains on everything 
in stock for the next few days. We still 
have very many goods that you all need, 
and our prices will be right. Our time 
is limited to a few days only, and if you 
want bargains call early and avoid the 
rush. • Yours for bargains, 

Hurley •s.!!d!"*' Nl M. WOLCOTT. 

Bfadstreet's: One of the fea
tures of the new postal, code is a 
provision requiring weekly peri
odicals to pay from 1 to 2 cents 
postage on eyery copy delivered 
through the mails to a subscriber 
in the city in which the periodical 
is published. If this provision 
should be adopted it will cost 
more to send such a periodical to 
a subscriber in its own city than 
to oue living in any part of the 
United Stated or Canada*-^ truly 
anomalous situation. ^ It- would 
in most cases add over a dollar a 
year—a large percentage of the 
subscription price—to the cost of 
circulating such a periodical. 
Such a provision has existed in 
the case of monthly and quarterly 
periodicals, but on those the 
burden is far less than it ^rould 
be on the weeklies, which would 
be taxed fifty^two instead of 
twelve times a year. The weekly 
periodicals of the country have 
tte-ver been so little deserving of 
such repressive, in some instances 
even ^prohibitive, treatment as 
now,'*and we hope that once' its 
attention has been drawn to the 
matter, the sober second thought 
ofc congress will eliminate this 
most^oppressive and unnecessary 
provision. 

The jury in the Hamilton case 
brought in a verdict of man
slaughter in the first degree. A 
new trial was asked for. The 
judge can sentence him to a term 
of not less than five, or more 
than twenty years, at hard labor. 
The jury recommended him . to 
the mercy of the court. ,% 

Gilbert A. Pierce, formerly gov
ernor- of Dakota Territory, and later 
United States senator from North 
Dakota,: died in Chicago Friday, 
Feb. 15. ~ 

• Salo&ri wreckers hive killed a 
womad' in Kansas, and will have 
to stand trial for murder.' 

•• One of the Cud^ahy kidnappers 
isf said to be in jail in Omaha. 

<  «  « . 1  ,  • - . *  • .  

•f, TJhe Minnesota state' capita*' is to 
cost $3,000,000. 

Offers for  Sale .  

Land Agency 
No. 52. A finely improved farm of 160 acres in IDYLWILDE township; good 

buildings, well, windmill, and all improvements complete. Price $30 per acre, part 
down and balance time at 6 per cent. Owner will give possession March 1. 1901 or 
will rent of purchaser this season. 

No. 53. A 320-acre farm southwest of PARKER; 130 acres under cultivation, 
balance hay or meadow land. A choice piece of land.v Price $26 per acre; easy pay
ments. . ' • o; 

No. 54. A well improved 160 acre farm in SPRING VALLEY township. Price 
$5,000; easy terms. New house 22x20, summer house iovi2, barn 30x22, granary 
30x22, grove, well aud windmill, 130 acres cultivated, 30 acres, pasture and hay; all 
fenced. - , ^ \ „ ' 

JJ ^ No. 60. Half section 5*4 miies northwest of Hurley; half cultivated, balance: hay 
and plow land. $27 an acre; $30 after March 1st. ' ' ̂  

No. 6 J .  Fine quarter section southwest of Parker, partly cultivated, some good 
haylandf $23 |>er acre. ' ^5 ' 

Irt^Nof; 62. 160 acres in Hurley township; partly cultivated, balance good hayland. 
$32 per acre. 

No. 63. Another quarter section in Hurley township, well cultivated, good hay 
and pasture. Price on this farm advances so often, that we cannot give it, except in a 
daily, or on application. It is only 793# rods from Turner County Bank. 

. * • C-A.Lj1_i A^JSTJD SEE TJS. 
Headquarters at Turner County Bank, 

Where cheap money is furnished for investment. 

< W. H. ROBERTSON, 
.JOHN FITCtl* Agent. The Banker and lieni Eitate Man* 

I 

•ft'-

Millions o'f peop " are familiar with 
De Witt's Little Early Risers and those 
wbo use them find them to be famous 
little liver pills, Never gripe. B. F. 
Vaughan, druggist, r 
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Kodol 
Dyspepsia Cure 

Digests wHat you eat. 
It. artificially digests the food and aids 

Nature in strengthening aud recon
structing the exhausted digestive Or
gans. It is tbe latest discovered digest-, 
ant add tonic.. No other preparation 
can approach; It In efficiency IM'a-

sick Headache, Gastra 
zAl other resp|Upf kri 

^ tend 
5*1 outer respltspf imperfect d igestien. 

by E. ££0* CtttOQQ. 

IT IS CERTAINLY THE BEST 

WHAT8 
WHY THE 

German Heater. 
For Sale at. 

Bradberry Bros. 
We guarantee this atove to burn 

soft jiioal and not fill the pipe 
with aoot. If it does the stoves 
will not cost you one cent. -• 

General .Hardware. 
All kitfds ©T Tit* and ' , 

'Sheet Iron wrko. HEATED 
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