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WHEN YOU UPROOTTHEM

I Escaped From Hitler
By DR. HENRYK SZOSZKIES

It is only a few weeks since I
succceeded in escaping from Nazi
Poland. I am still haunted, day
and night, by the things I saw and
the things I personally experi-
enced, and I suppose I shall be
haunted by them as long as I live.

The message I bring to you to-
day from Poland, is a message
written in blood. This is no mere
figure of speech. I am speaking of
a martyred nation, of millions who
are the victims of a reign of ter-
ror unequalled in the history of
mankind, of countless thousands
who have already been done to
death through execution and tor-
ture. I know how unfortunate I
am to have made my escape and
I can truthfully say that, but for
the grace of God, I might now be
one of the martyrs of whom I am
writing, because no one who has
remained in Poland is immune, to
the insane wrath of the Nazis.

Millions of Poles, Jews and Uk-
rainians find themselves in one
huge concentration camp, for that
is what Poland has become under
the Nazis. They have all been
classified by the Hitlerite over-
lords as inferior races whose lives
are cheap and who should regard
themselves grateful for the privi-
lege of starving and slaving under
the Nazi lash. But it is needless to
point out that the Jews have been
singled out for the special atten-
tion of the gentle Gestapo.
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In Warsaw we got our first
taste of what it means to be ruled

by that regime of efficient crimi-
nals who represent themselves as
spokesmen of the German people,
on the day when the city surren-
dered and the German troops en-
tered. Despite all the horrible tales
we had heard about Nazi brutali-
ty, we, nevertheless, clung to the
hope that the invading forces
would, in the hour of their victory,
evince some measure of humanity.
The worst tyrants in the world
have been known in the moment
of their triumph to show a spirit
of magnanimity towards those
whom they defeated. But not so
the Nazis.

One of the first things they did
was to congregate a crowd of cit-
izens in the main square of the
city. People werie given soup
plates and were told to line up.
They were then photographed by

j Nazi news cameramen. These are

i the pictures you have seen in
American newspapers showing
how the Nazis feed the starving
population of Warsaw. What ac-
tually happened was that the mo-
ment the pictures had been taken,
the Nazi soldiers, shouting vile
curses and insults, attacked the
unsuspecting crowd, beating men,
women and children with their
truncheons. Filled with bitterness
and humiliation the people, many
of them bleeding from the cruel
blows, rushed wildly for cover. In
a few moments the square was
empty.

This was but a fortaste. There
followed a series of systematic
abuses, indignities, physical at-
tacks and inhuman tortures, such
as only the refined sadism of the
Hitlerites has been able to devise.
Throughout the days and even-
ings, people on the streets were
attacked and mercilessly beaten.
Many were piled into motor
trucks and taken to the outskirts
of the city, where, without regard
to age or illness, they were forced

, to do strenuous physical labor un-
der the relentless lash of the Nazi
soldiers. Homes were invaded and
pillaged. Frequently men, and
sometimes women, were taken
away and were never heard from
again. Houses of worship were
desecrated and burned.

Within a short space of time
160,000 Jews in Warsaw were
forced to move to different quar-
ters of the city three times. As a
member of the executive of the
Jewish community I participated
in delegations which called on the
German authorities in an effort
to secure an easing up of the
harsh and inhuman treatment to

I which the Jews were subjected. As
a result of these experiences I
soon came to the conclusion that
the aim of the Nazis is the physi-
cal destruction of as many Jews
as possible in the shortest possi-
ble time. In November the Gesta-
po ordered that a ghetto be estab- |
lished immediately. The plan was
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to have the ghetto fenced with
barbed wire from 7 o’clock in the
evening until 6 in the morning.
In the daytime the Jews were to
be allowed to visit other parts of
the city.

The ghetto idea was as nothing
in its cynical brutality compared
to the demand of the Nazi au-
thorities that the Jews should set
up two military brothels of Jew-
ish girls, one for officers and one
or privates. This order was

brought to us at the offices of the
Jewish Community Council on No-
vember 2nd by a Gestapo official
named Wende. We indignantly re-
jected this proposal to the undes-
cribable ire of Wende. The same
order was delivered separately to
the 60 year old president of the
Jewish community by the chief of
the Gestapo in Warsaw, Captain
Batz himself. The president ans-
wered that he would rather face
the firing squad than comply with
such an order.

I could tell you many more
gruesome stories, not from hear-
say but from personal knowledge
and observation. I could tell you
for example of what took place
in Grudziatz where several score
of young boys and girls were exe-
cuted in the public square facing
a church, because the Nazi offi-
cials had discovered that morning

ja secret appeal posted in the city
calling upon the Polish population
to keep up its courage under the
Nazi inquisition. But I have told
you enough to indicate the horri-
ble nightmare that has descended
upon Poland.

They say that it is an ill wind
that blows no good and so, as an
indirect result of the Nazi inquisi-
tion, I am glad to report one
heartening fact. At no time in the
past have the relations between
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jthe Jews and non-Jews in Poland
i been better than they are now.
'Faced by a common enemy and a
common menace, they have been
brought closer together. Especial-

ly the workmen and professional
people have shown great sympa-

| thy for the tragedy of Jews. Many
;Jews killed during the siege were
buried in temporary cemeteries in
Warsaw’s squares, next to Catho-
lics. Frequently a cultured Pole
passing a Jew on the street wear-
ing the yellow badge introduced
by the Nazis, will say under his
breath “Keep up your courage.
This too will pass.”

Perhaps this strengthened bond
of friendship and good will be-
tween Jews and non-Jews in Po-
land is a token of the new and bet-
ter Poland that willemerge when
the Nazi yoke is thrown off, as in
the end it must be.

But for us here in this great and
free America, this thought cannot
suffice. Until that new Poland
rises again, we cannot leave our
suffering brethren to struggle by
themselves. We cannot leave them
to their own fate. We must let
them know that we have not for-
gotten them in their hour of black

j despair. We must give immediate
help to those of them who have
been fortunate enough to flee to
the neutral countries \.here they
are now stranded as penniless
refugees. And we must strive
somehow to reach into Poland
proper in order to bring our help
to those who are imprisoned in the
Nazi inferno and cannot escape.
In order to do this, it is necessary
to arouse the conscience of the
world to the shocking program of
the Nazis which has the avowed
purpose of exterminating the Po-
lish Jews through starvation, dis-
ease and physical torture.

Let us hope that we willnot for
ong have to speak about Poland
n these terms, that the Nazi bar-

barism will, in our day, in our
time, be crushed by the combined
forces of world democracy.
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