
EDITOR’S NOTE: One of
the nation’s outstanding
journalists here speaks her
mind on the Palestine land
act. Miss Thompson’s article
was originally published in
the New York Herald Trib-
une and has attracted wide-
spread favorable comment.
It is reprinted here by spe-
cial arrangement with The
Southern Jewish Weekly.

The British government has an-
nounced that in the future no more
land in Palestine may be pur-
chased from Arabs by Jews or
anybody else. Therewith it falls
in with Hitler’s blood-and-soil the-
ory. The ownership of land in that
country—which is about the size
of the State of Vermont —is to re-
main the way it is now in perpetu-
ity. Merely being a member of the
indigenous race constitutes an
eternal claim to the soil, no mat-
ter what that indigenous race does
to the soil and no matter whether
the individual owners wish to sell
their lands. They may sell, but
only to other Arabs

Now, this move is made for rea-
sons of international political

Blood and Soil Under
The Union Jack

By DOROTHY THOMPSON

strategy and is otherwise utterly
without logic. The British govern-
ment knows that the Palestine
Jews will be loyal to Britain un-

der all circumstances. But the Pal-
estine Arabs are questionable.
They are open to agitation by
agents of other governments. The
British government wants to con-
ciliate them, and does so at the
expense of the Palestine Jews, un-

der the argument that Britain is
fighting against racial persecution
and that the most important thing
for the Jews is that Britain should
win the war.

Unfortunately, however, Britain

establishes a policy which not only
makes her noble words seem hol-
low but which will remain to
plague her in peace. For over-
crowded Europe, not only the
Jews, will need colonization proj-
ects when this war is over. It has
needed them for years. And it
happens that the Palestine coloni-
zation project is the finest exam-
ple existing of what transplanted
Europeans, animated by faith and
idealism, can do. For Britain to
come out for the theory that a
race anywhere constitutes an eter-
nal static population is simply to
condemn the undeveloped portions
of the earth to eternal stagnation.
On that basis this continent would
belong to the Indians.

But the Jews in Palestine have
not dealt with the Arabs as our
forefathers dealt with the Indians.
They are not “conquering” a con-
tinent. Every bit of their land has
been bought from the owners and
paid for at an exorbitant price—-
not with whisky and colored beads.
The land they bought was swampy,
deforested and eroded. The Arab
lands are still in the same condi-
tion. The land of the Jewish co-
operative land settlements are col-
onies whose work is quite incred-
ible.

Walter C. Lowdermilk, Assist-
ant Chief of the Soil Conservation
Service of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, said in
a recent report on a survey of
land use on three continents, that
agricultural colonization in Pal-
estine by the Jews is the most re-
markable devotion to and reclama-
tion of wasted lands that he has
ever seen.

“The Jews have paid high prices
for pestilential swamps,” reports
the disinterested Mr. Lowdermilk,
“for sand dunes requiring fixa-
tion, for stony hills requiring ter-
racing or the planting of forests.
Jewish effort has transformed
these wasted lands into flourish-
ing areas.”

This transformation of Pales-
tine back into a land flowing with
milk and honey has been done by
Jewish youth from the ghettos of
eastern Europe or refugees from
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The Jewish Palestine Pavilion
was a popular center at the Fair
last year with an official atten-
dance record of 2,339,700 visitors.

“The Palestine Pavilion at the
World’s Fair of 1940,” said Dr.
Weizmann today, “willbring dur-
ing the 1940 season renewed evi-
dence of the determination of the
Jewish people to stand among the
builders of the future, and of their
deep conviction that in the- world
of tomorrow Jewish Palestine will
play a significant role.

recurrent pogroms. It has been
done with their own hands, hands
and backs that had to be trained
to break stones. After centuries
of a social inheritance that made
most Jews into lawyers, physi-
cians, other professionals or tra-
ders they have gone back to the
land and shown what they can do
with soil, and human labor, sci-
ence and organization applied to
it. And at the same time they are
rebuilding their race into hardy
individuals who can swing a pick-
ax. .. .

The Jewish colonists have been
the victims of organized terror-
ism. Thefr colonies have to be con-
tinually defended. But their ans-
wer to terrorism has been to build
new colonies. There is a settle-
ment called “The Five” which
is a memorial to five young Jew-
ish workers shot from ambush by
Arab terrorists. The reply was to
build a new settlement on the
scene of the murder—to answer
terror by planting trees!

The form of social organization
of the colonies, which combines
private enterprise with communal
organization, is full of suggestion
for the whole world. The education
of the young colonists, preparing
them for a life on the land that
will be efficient, simple and yet
civilized, is worthy of study and
emulation. It suggests things that
could be done in this country for
and by our unemployed youth.

But this activity, which is cre-
ative, this great drive to build
and reclaim a homeland out of
centuries of waste and abuse of
the land, is now to be halted, not
by the Arab, to whom the settle-
ments bring a pattern of civiliza-
tion which generation frofia now
can be their own salvation, but be-
cause of Arabian politics, which is
another matter entirely.

The Labor party in England is
vigorously protesting the deci-
sion, war or on war. That adds to
the prestige of England. For it
is good to know that even when
a country is at war, free men can
still express themselves about po-
licy.
(Copyright, 1940, New York-Trib-
une Inc., March 1. All Right Re-

served.)
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Standing behind a model of the Jewish Palestine Pavilion, Dr.

Chaim Weizmann (left), President of the Jewish Agency for Pales-

tine, and Grover Whalen, President of the World’s Fair of 1940 in New

York, shake hands after haring signed a contract for renewed par-

ticipation in the Fair by the Pavilion. The American and Palestine

flags are part of the scene. The ceremony took place in New York

City.
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“I am sure that in the eventual
peaceful solution of the many
problems that plague the Europe-
an nations the moral influence of
the United States will be an im-
portant factor. We therefore feel
that the Palestine Pavilion, tell-
ing frankly and without embellish-
ment the human story of the
peaceful upbuilding of the Jew-
ish national homeland, has a val-
uable educational function, name-
ly, to inform the American pub-
lic of what the Jewish homeland
stands for now and what its as-
pirations are for the future.”
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