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JEWS IN
SPORTS

hy Morris Weiner
"baseball banter

One month before the official

opening of the 1940 baseball sea-

son and the players are involved
in an “all-star” game. To be exact

this inter-League rumpus is be-

ing held on March 17 and with the

sole purpose of lending a help-
ing hand to the Finnish Relief

Fund.
From our point of view the

game is a success. Three Hebrew
batting moguls are in the line-up
and if they can manage to wield
their hickories with a full crop of
winter suet in their pants the
game should prove an exciting one.

Morry Arnovich, the Sheboy-
gan fence-buster, will be patrol-
ing the asparagus beds for the Na-
tional Leaguers while Harry (The
Horse) Danning does his stunt be-
hind the plate. So far so good.

The American Leaguers had a
headache in malting their line-up.
An all-star game without Hank
Greenberg would be like borscht
without beets. The thing just
doesn’t jive. Os course, they could
stick the guy at first base and
rest content in the knowledge that
they had the strongest hitting
first-sacker in organized baseball
on their side but even your old
Aunt Jennie knows that the Bronx
Bambino isn’t playing the cor-
ners any more.

Hank has been shifted to the
daisy fields and now Unes up with
the outfielders. The moguls
couldn’t put a guy in an all-star
spot in one position simply be-
cause he was a king-pin in another
so they compromised. They made
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Hank a second-team man in the
center-field patrol.

In all, three Jewish batting gi-
ants in the same game reminds
us of the old days. Remember
back to July, 1939, when the same
trio performed in the official base-
ball all-star game? Remember
too, how Morry Arnovich, the hot-
tests thing in the major circuits
at that time of the year, was kept
on the bench throughout the
game? Well, just keep your eye
to the ticker tape and see what
this trio can do.

BASKETBALL DRIBBLES
Speaking of Jewish trios re-

minds us of the three Jewish bas-
keteers who had been cavorting
on the New York University quin-
tet. The lads Dubinsky, Auer-
bach and Kaplowitz have been the
real hoop-la on the Violet court
squad this year and exceUent rea-
sons as well why the Hall of Fa-
mers have gone through an al-
most undefeated season of twenty
games against the stiffest kind of
opposition from all parts of the
country. Among them these Violet
dribblers have pegged 450 points
into the cage.

Purdue may be the Big Ten
champ and Dartmouth the king-
pin of the Eastern Intercollegiate
League; Southern Cal may be tops
on the Coast and the New Mexico
Aggies supreme in the Southwest
but it is still axiomatic that if
you’re the roost-ruling chickadee
in the Metropolitan Campaign you
more or less have undisputed claim
to the mythical championship of
the United States. The N. Y. U.’ers
are to be the favorite choice for
the National title. . .And unless
Broadway’s betting wizard, maes-
tro Jack Doyle, is suffering from
an acute case of senility, the Auer-
bach-Kaplowitz-Dubinsky trio are
musts on anybody’s All-American
basketball squad.

These three plus a kid named
Schwartz from Long Island Uni-
versity, also in the metropolitan
area, make four of our five nomi-
nees to an all-star quintet for the
1939-1940 campaign. We’ll let you
name a fifth to stack up with the
quartet we’ve just enumerated. It’s
not that we’re prejudiced in favor
of New York talent but rather on
a basis of games played, consider-
ing the rankings of the opposition
and the far-flung corners of the
compass from which the opposi-
tion hailed, cold logic simply dic-
tates the kids we’ve named as four
of the five that must go to make
up a mythical quintet. And frank-
ly we won’t even risk the monu-
mental task of attempting to se-
lect a fifth man from the hun-
dreds of crackerjack collegiate He-
brew court stars who could easily
quaUfy for the berth.

FOR YOUR RECORD BOOK
Allan Tollmich, who short years

ago was dubbed the one-man/track
team for Wayne University in De-
troit, is now running under the

Music To My Ears
By DANIEL SCHORR

THE RABBI AND THE
HERETIC

One of the most hated charac-
ters in Jewish history is EUsha
ben Abuyah, the first century
Palestinian agae and member of
the Sanhedrin who repudiated his
religion and betrayed his people.
So bitter were the rabbis of his
day against him that, according to
the Jewish Encyclopedia,, they re-
frained from pronouncing his
name, preferring to term him da-
bar aher—another thing. “For this
reason,” says the encyclopedia, “it
is almost impossible to derive from
rabbinical sources a clear picture
of his personaHty.”

It has remained for a rabbi, Mil-
ton Steinberg of New York’s Park
Avenue Synagogue, in his first
novel, As A Driven Leaf (Bobbs
Merrill), to pierce the veil of rab-
binical hatred that has shrouded
Elisha’s name and depict him with
magnificent clarity as a Jew

Lone Ranger colors. As an ‘unat-
tached’ competitor, Tollmich re-
tained his crown in the 120-yard
high hurdles at the recent indoor
A.A.U. track championships. Al-
lan’s time for the event that made
him the lone Jewish indoor cham-
pion for the coming year equalled
the world’s record mark set by
Percy Beard in 1931. . . .

$240,000 in prizes will be given
away to the winners among the
30,000 kegglers when the latest
American Bowling Congress con-
venes in Detroit for its six-week
jamboree. .

. .

Ben Richter, of St. Louis, is
the only left-handed golfing pro-
fessional we have ever heard of.
. . .Strictly a club pro, Richter does
not indulge in the pro tourneys
after the fashion of Herman Bar-
ron, another of the too few Jew-
ish pros in the business. Speak-
ing of golfers reminds us of the
wag who joshed Sylvia Leichtner
by calling her "golfdom’s Mrs.
Roosevelt.” Mrs. Leichtner, who,
unquestionably, is the outstand-
ing Jewish woman golfer in the
country, does almost as much tra-
velling as the First Lady.

Oscar Levant, the drawing card
of the “Information Please” pro-
gram, is Moe Berg’s severest crit-
ic —AI Schacht remains Berg’s
best friend—. And its musical Os-
car who can give you the names,
numbers, batting averages, and
astrological omens for each and ev-
ery player in the majors. .

. .He
once did it as a joke and John
Kieran insisted he be put on that
Phizz program.
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whose passion for truth was so
great that he braved excommuni-
cation and exile in his search for
order and reason in the universe.
Elisha emerges as a victim of his
own brilliantly honest mind.

Rabbi Steinberg has been known
to Jewish communities through-
out the country as a dark, sensi-
tive-faced lecturer of earnestness
and singular erudition. He has
been known as the author of a
penetrating book, The Making of
the Modern Jew. Set him down
as a novelist of no mean ability
and one of the great ‘humanizers”
of contemporary literature.

Under Rabbi Steinberg’s sympa-
thetic pen, Elisha ben Abuyah
grows into a figure of heroic pro-
portions—and, more than that, in-
to a man whom one can under-
stand and pity.
....Frankly, we approached this
semi-novel with some skepticism.
As we opened the cover we asked
ourself: how sympathetic could a
rabbi be with the character of a
heretic? How fair could a Jewish
thinker be in presenting the ar-
gument for Greek and Roman cul-
ture, as opposed to the severely in-
bred Jewish culture of post-dis-
persion Palestine?

But we reckoned without the
equipment which the author
brought to his work. Rabbi Stein-
berg was once an Instructor in
Latin and Greek and before that
had intended to become a physi-
cian; so the viewpoints of the sci-
entist and the classical scholar
were not foreign to him.
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