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Test Your I. Q.
By DAVID B. FEINBERG

(1) In what exceptional emer-
gency may the Sabbath be violat-
ed :

(2) What is more important ac-
cording to Jewish teaching, ob-

servance of the Law or the pres-
ervation of human life?

(3) What Jewish leader forced
his fellow Jews to divorce their
heathen wives?

(4) Who was the first bom man,
according to the Bible?

(5) What prophet was a pro-
nounced universalist and cosmo-
politan?

(6) What is the Hebrew word
for charity?

(7) What does the Hebrew word
for charity indicate?

(8) What does the Bible teach
concerning paying the wages of a
servant ?

(9) Does Jewish law discrimin-
ate against non-Jews?

(10) What two prophets are
considered the founders of paci-
fism?

(Answers on Page Seven)

Solomon on it. The latter, the
Shield of Solomon, also a Jewish
symbol, was a star with five
points, but less popular among
Jews.

There is a belief among Jewish
scholars that the Shield of David
is not a purely Jewish invention.
They are of the opinion that it was
taken from sources other than
their own, and that the swastika
is the only genuinely Jewish sym-
bol, representative Aleph, which
means the “first,” the “strong-
est.” Perhaps it also signified the
vital power on earth, TSvine su-
premacy or godliness.

Whatever it meant there is no
doubt of its Jewish origin. A
warped fate, however, destined it
for a totally different role. Jews
may now well say: “Irony, we
have felt thy sting.”
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B’nai B’rith Drive
Starts October 28th

WASHINGTON, D. C.—A na-

tionwide B’nai B’rith membership
recruiting campaign pointing to-
ward the triennial convention of
the Supreme Lodge in Chicago
next March' and designed to make
available increased B’nai B’rith
manpower and resources to the
government in whatever way they
may be needed willbegin October
28th it was announced here this
week by Henry Monsky, president
of B’nai B’rith.

Pointing out that B’nai B’rith
and its affiliates represent nearly
125,000 American Jewish families
in every state of the Union, Mr.
Monsky said “we are determined
to increase our present record-
breaking membership by building
an even greater force that can
help intensify a hundred-fold the
effort to preserve American de-
mocracy, an effort in which B’nai
B’rith has for nearly a century
been a potent factor.”
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Origin of the Swastika
By DR. Z. CAHN

EDITOR’S NOTE: The author here presents an inter-
esting account of the origins of the most hated symbol
of modern times—the Nazi swastika.
Adolph Hitler and his Nazi cohorts will have to get an-

other symbol to replace the swastika. Brief dispatches from
Palestine, where a Belgian archeological expedition is now
engaged in excavation work, some time ago told of the dis-
covery near the ancient city of Chamah (where the Philis-
tines of old worshipped the sun) of a ruined Jewish temple
on whose floors were found an array of engraved swastikas.
The ark of the temple, too, was adorned with the haken-
kreuz. These were no different than the emblem the Nazis
have now made famous—or infamous.

The world has long been aware
that the hakenkreuz, which is the
German synonym for swastika,

was an important representation
among many ancient peoples. It
was known, for instance, that
among the Hindus it symbolized
fruitfulness and fertility.But what
is not commonly known is that the
swastika was really a simon-pure
Jewish attribute of their race and
religion. It was the first creation
by Jews of a symbolic conception,
and much older than the Magen
David (Shield of David) now used
for the last few thousand years.

The swastika came to the Jews
via the ancient Semitic tribes, of
which they were an organic part,
and represents the letter Aleph,
corresponding in our language to
the “A,” as written in the Sinai
script. Later, it went through a
series of form-changes, until it
was finally accepted as the Aleph
of the Assyrian script. But it still
retained its original features,
which were those of the swastika.

The swastika was born in the
Mesopotamian Valley, the present
site of Iraq, then known as Aram
Naariim and later as Babylon. The
recent work of archeologists in
this region proved conclusively
that all the Semitic tribes used
the swastika as their symbol. It
was found on dishes and earthen-
ware dug up in Babylon, on hous-
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es and various structures in Pales-
tine.

In Galilee many Jewish temples
and synagogues were found with
swastikas on them. It is believed,
that these synagogues were built
during the initial centuries of the
Christian era.

Engraved swastikas have also
been discovered on old tombstones
in the catacombs of Rome.

Later, the Shield of David came
more into use among Jews, though
the swastika was not entirely
abandoned and was to be seen on
homes and synagogues.

On the walls of the synagogue
in the Bavarian town of Lohr, for
instance, there are Magen Da-
vids, and directly below the hak-
enkreuz. This synagogue was built
during the 18th century. As late
as that the swastika was still re-
garded by Jews as their religious
and racial symbol.

Both the swastika and the Shield
of David of the Jews spread
among the tribes and nations of
the world; particularly in India,
China, Tibet, Persia, and Japan
(where the girls now like to wear
Magen David design on the back).
In India there are to be seen many
palaces and important buildings
bearing both the swastika and the
Shield of David. The palace of the
Maharajah of Baroda is an out-
standing example. In China the
swastika became the emblem of
the Red Cross. In certain regions
there it is regarded as a religious
representation. A Chinese legend
tells of a Mongolian queen who
1,000 years ago ordered that the
swastika be venerated as the Sun-
God.
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Among many tribes in Africa
the swastika is cherished as a tal-
isman. In Canada there is a town
not far from Kirkland Lake named
Swastika, because that is how the
Indians called it. You can find it
on the map of the Pacific Railway.

It is now certain that the swas-
tika made its first appearance in
Europe not later than the 3rd cen-
tury. During the Crusades it was,
however, supplanted by the Cross,
just as among the Jews it was re-
placed by the Shield of David.

The first Magen David was
found on the tombstone of an Ital-
ian Jew in the cemetery of Tafan-
to (in ancient times, Tarentum)
in Southern Italy. The tombstone
is believed to date from the 3rd
century. The Shield of David as a
symbol is mentioned for the first
time by the Karaite scholar, Ye-
hudi Hadassi, who lived in the 12th
century.

In the year 1354 King Karl IV
of Bohemia decreed that the Jews
make for themselves a red flag,
with a Magen David and a Magen
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