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Hollywood—ln view of the fact
that “Pastor Hall” is piling up
grosses in New York. . . ditto Chi-
cago, in spite of its first blackout
there. . . we can’t understand why
it was shunted into a little art
theater for its Los Angeles run.
Here the censors and the climate
are alike—mild.

Movie Newsreel: Those reports
that an American film company
may again be allowed to do busi-
ness in a certain part of the Nazi-
controlled region point to M.G.M.
. . . but the rumor is strongly de-
nied by its execs. Actors Equity
passed a ruling that no person of
Communist, Fascist, or Nazi con-
victions may be an officer of or
employed by the Association. Res-
olution is byway of an answer to
the Dies Committee. In Buenos
Aires where “Nazi Spy” was
banned, but “Siegfried Line” was
permitted, they are now allowing
“Four Sons” . . . provided it caus-
es no disturbance. The ban im-
posed in Mexico on “Ninotchka”
because of its ridicule of Commu-
nism has been lifted . . They show
free movies in some of the air
raid shelters in London. . . and if

a Messerschmidt makes a return
trip—it’s a double bill. That five-
million-dollar libel suit the Ger-
man-American Bund so blithely
plastered on the makers of “Nazi
Spy” was noiselessly withdrawn
to the disappointment of the War-
ners’ attorney who was prepared
to prove the truth of the docu-
ment. Virtuallya test of the anti-
Nazi or pro-Nazi sentiments of
our southern “neighbors” will be
their acceptance or rejection of
Chaplin’s "Great Dictator.” Char-
lie must pinch himself on awak-
ing in the morning. . . to realize
that the little comic who used to
be on the receiving end of custard
pies is today the cynosure of the
world’s eyes.

Doves of dynamite in that
splotch called Europe. When Kurt
Bernhardt was directing “The Re-
bel” in Deutschland, he hired sev-
eral thousand extras— all Tyro-
leans—for the battle scenes. Some
were given French and some Aus-
trian uniforms to wear. Making a
tour of inspection just before set-
ting tiie cameras, he discovered to
his horror that the “Austrians”
were loading their guns with real
bullets. “What is the meaning of
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Are the alternatives, then, ei-

ther sectarian education, which is

unthinkable, or “godless” educa-

tion, which is equally objection-

able? Professor F. Ernest John-
son, writing in the current issue

of the Contemporary Jewish Rec-

ord, proposes that children be
taught general principles of reli-

gion, “broad and basic assump-

tions.” In this way, he believes, we
can avoid godlessness; and, at

the same time, sectarianism.
What is wrong with his propo-

sal ? Reconstructionism helps to
understand why Prof. Johnson’s
proposal is not valid; in fact, it
enables us to see the whole prob-
lem in the light of the relationship
of religion to the life of any peo-
ple. From the Reconstructionist
viewpoint, there is no such thing
as religion as such: there are re-
ligions. A religion must be a cer-
tain religion, the religion of a par-
ticular group, or nation, or civili-
zation. “Broad and basic assump-
tions” constitute what might be
called religious philosophy. They
deal with abstract concepts, and
these concepts can be applied to'
all religions. But because they are
abstract, and philosophic, and dis- i
ficult, they can not be taught to
children; in fact, many adults
would find religious philosophy too
heavy to digest. Besides, religious
philosophy is not religion; it be-
comes religion when it is applied.
Now, the moment we try to ap-
ply the broad concepts to particu-
lar situations, we hit upon sectar-
ian differences: and we are back
where we started.

The Reconstructionist viewpoint
insists that if people are to have
religion in common, they must
have other things in common be-
sides religion. The question then
arises: which religion could all
American children have in com-
mon? The answer is: AMERICAN
RELIGION. Yes, American relig-
ion, which would consist in apply-
ing tiie broad and basic assump-
tions of DEMOCRACY to Ameri-
can life. This would make vital
religion: the Holy Scriptures
would be the Constitution of the
United States; tiie Declaration of
Independence, the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, and other documents sacred
to the memory of Americans. The
heroes and saints would be Wash-
ington, Lincoln, Wilson, and other
immortals of American history.
The festivals and holydayS would
be the Fourth of July, Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Memorial Day, and other
days that commemorate signifi-
cant events in American history.
The riligion of Democracy is the
religion that all American children
should—and can—share. This re-
ligion would be supplemented by
their ancestral religion, which they
should learn—and observe—during
those hours and days when they
are not engaged in studies at the
public schools.

All that remains in order to
work out this plan is to have
Americans make up their minds
that they believe enough in de-
mocracy to make a religion out
of it, to attach to it the name of
God, to work for it, fight for it,
if necessary, die for it, as they
would be given educations which
are not godless, Church and State
would remain separate and apart,
and religious freedom would still
be preserved for the various relig-
ious groups within the framework
of American life.

1,650 ALIEN JEWS
INTERNED IN ITALY

ROME (JTA) Approximately
1,600 foreign Jewish refugees reg-
istered with the Italian-Jewish
Aid Committee have been interned
while some 1,350 are still at liber-
ty. Thirty per cent of the interned
and 85 per cent of those still en-
joying their freedom are women
and children.
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no work, needs no attention beyond filling the tank and
setting the Single-Dial Synchro-Control which adjusts
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this?” he asked. “Just let those
Frenchmen show their heads,”
they replied fiercely. “We’ll kill
every last one of them!”

Warning: Maxie Rosenbloom
warbles in “The Sockeroo” . . .

and the song is titled, ‘Tm a Su-
perspecial Genius with a Lillipu-
tian Brain!”

Boulevardata: Sol Lesser bor-
rowed a yachting cap from the
wardrobe department . . then
went out and bought a boat to go
with it! A1 Jofeon is about to eth-
erize again. Two studios are mull-
ing a life-of-Trotsky flicker.

“Think I have a good chance for
the Academy Award after this
picture?” huffed Benny.

“Wouldn’t it be funny if they

have to give two awards —one to
me and one to Jack?” puffed Fred
Allen.

“Funny!” snorted Mary. “It
would be robbing Rochester!”
And she blew the house in.

Warners have formed an ex-
servicemen’s unit on the lot. . .

dubbed it Warvets. . . purpose,
drill. Even Harry Warner was re-
ported seen with a musket.

Arrest 22 in France
In Raid On Ship

ZURISH (JTA)—Harbor police

at Marseille, unoccupied France,

raided a yacht and arrested 22

passengers, mostly foreigners and

Jews, attempting to leave France

without exit permits, official Ger-

man dispatches said.

The entire movable and immov-

able property of the bankers, Bar-

ons Edouard and Maurice de

Rothschild, at Tabres Maux and
Bagnere de Bigerre has been con-
fiscated, the German wireless re-

ported. Similar action assertedly

was taken in regard to the prop-
erty of the noted French journal-

ist, Andre Geraud, who writes un-
der the name of Pertinax. These

three men were recently deprived

of their French citizenship.
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