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By HY TUKKIN
(Guest-starring for Morris

Weiner)

(Ed. Note: Hy Turkin, one

of the top-notch Jewish

snorts writers in this coun-
!L is on the staff of the

New York Daily News. In

his capaeity as sports scribe

for the past five years he

has covered everything from

ice -hockey to big - league

football and baseball has

been his forte. But Hy has

known Hank Greenberg

since both were kids and

when the Bronx Bambino

received the American
League’s Most Valuable
Player Award for the second
time in his baseball career,

Hy’s tribute was the best in
)( town and from what we’ve
= seen, the best in question on

the Greenberg story. We

D< asked Hy to do a ‘special’

-for us. Here it is:)

- NEW FACTS ABOUT
HANK GREENBERG

” Without a single campaign
jeech, button or promise, Hank

1i reenberg has just won a Nation-

-1 election. Announcement came
scently from the Baseball Wri-
ts' Association of America that

® ley’ve voted Hank the Most Val-
= able Player in the American

eague for the ’4O season. Detroit’s
ome-run king reaped the honor
y a 292-222 plurality over Bob
'eller, Cleveland’s Fireball star.
It was the second time in six

years the award has gone to the
huge Jewish hero, whose chief
childhood recreation was playing
stickball and dodging trucks on
the streets of the Bronx. During
the past year, Hank led the A. L.
in homers, doubles, runs-batted-in
and total bases.

As a member of the voting
committee let me say that we
were swayed as much by Hank’s
“teamwork” as by his overwhelm-
ing offensive statistics. Already
his loop’s All-Star first baseman,
Greenberg agreed to switch to the
outfield this year so that slugging
Rudy York could creep into the
lineup at a position where he’d
hurt the team least on the de-
fense.

The change succeeded with a
bang—a bang loud enough to boost
the Tigers from fifth placers to
pennant winners in one swift sea-
son. Hank, a real student of the
game, mastered the intricacies of
the outfield play; breaking early
for long flies, snapping the sun-
glasses down from the cap with-
out losing sight of the ball in
flight, heaving long and low to the
plate, etc. The collective success
(the pennant) was also an indivi-
dual success inasmuch as Green-
berg was also named to the all-
star American League team as a
left fielder instead of a first base-
man.

Though Greenberg has spent all
his organized baseball career out-
side the city of New York, the
six foot four inch star is purely a
local product of the sidewalks of
New York. He was born January
1, 1911, in Greenwich Village. His
parents soon afterward moved to
the Bronx where Hank attended
P. S. 44. At James Monroe High
he starred with the baseball, bas-
ketball and track teams—helping
win city championships in the
first three sports.

The brown-haired, brown-eyed
boy attended N.Y.U. for one se-

' j mester, but left for a minor
, league team sponsored by Detroit.

! He’d rather have been a Yankee

i but “they had a first baseman who
looked like he’d NEVER stop play-
ing.” That first jump from the
Bay Parkways of the local New
York City sandlots to Detroit’s
Spring training base took place in

* 1930. Today ten years later, Hknk
is the highest salaried player in

the game: $40,000.
Ironic note —this honor plus De-

troit’s flag victory probably means
a higher wage for Hank next year.
But if Fate wills it, he may wind
up making only $21.00 a month,

GARDNER’S
SERVICE STATION
BLUE SUNOCO GAS

& OILS
Washing - Polishing

- Accessories -

Main Street at Eleventh St.
Phone 5-9121

MARK’S
(Air-Conditioned)

LAURA at MONROE
High grade Ladies’ Apparel
At Very Reasonable Prices
“Mark My Word” Styles
of Tomorrow Shown Today

C. S. DUBS
Watchmaker and Jeweler

WE REPAIR JEWELRY
OF ANY KIND

134 W. Adams St. Ph. 5-6755

ECONOMY
Dry Cleaners

and Shoe Repairers
LAUNDRY

Ph. 5-6332 1962 San Marco
“Quality that equals the best,
Prices that compete with the

rest.”

Crippled Cripple

Shocs^f^^Feet

P«y* to keep the families*
>koes in good condition.

take care of tkem for
They won't look repaired I

LOUIS SHOE SHOP
2023 Pearl St. Phone 5-2986

Elmore-N aughton
General Insurance

506 Bisbee Bldg. Ph. 5-6585

Vowette
Headquarters for—
Gifts and Stamps

3-9513 205 W. Forsyth St.

For GrVe A Raw or
Pasteurized MILK
Call County 0432

PERRET’S dairy
“Home of Better Milk’’

DINSMORE, FLA.

QUINN
SERVICE STATION

Atlas Tires and Batteries

Ml
s£rru p"da»

LUMBER CO.
and Building

Supplies
Myrtle AW. « ram St

> a o ? o ? 000 oe

THE SOUIHERN JEWISH WEEKLY
together with hundreds of thou-
sands of other draftees. He’s sin-
gle and without dependents. Num-
ber? He still doesn’t know as he
registered in Geneva, New York,
on the way back from Detroit by
automobile.

Marriage? Nothing in sight im-
mediately. Hank has been connect-
ed up with dozens of local debs
and chorus gals and society lead-
ers et al by the Broadway column-
ists for years—but they’re still
wrong and he’s still single.

It would be interesting to note
that Hank’s other brother, Joe, is
also interested in baseball and has
been playing the minor league
variety for the last five years. . .

Ma Greenberg, a stoutish woman
in her early fifties, still chuckles
every time she thinks of the ar-
guments and punishments she in-
flicted on Hank to stop playing
the game of baseball as a kid. In
fact, every time Hank brings home
a new contract calling for more
and more money than the Green-
berg family ever thought existed
outside the United States Mint,
Hank does so with one comment:
“So I’m a bummer, am I?” Mom

i has no comeback. Regardless of
i the number of reporters, newsreel
men and photographers who come

iup to the Greenberg apartment
on Crotona Park North in the

; i Bronx, Mom always has shtrudel
and tea for the boys and despite
anything the two time winner of
the American League Most Valu-
able Player Award can do, Mom
insists on calling him “Bruggy.”

Another Terrible
Slander

(Continued from Page Three)

I wonder how many of them re-
alize the unspoken import of their
words which is just as indelibly
damning as if they had shouted it
from the housetops. It goes some-
thing like this:

i “What I mean to say is that
, Jews have no interest in anything
[ except vengeance for their fellow

L Jews. They don’t have any inter-
est in the well-being of our coun-

. try. They give no thought to whe-
! ther she is prepared to fight or

| what the results of her participa-

I tion in the war would be. They
don’t give a hoot for liberty, jus-

. tice, truth or any other human as-
piration or ideal.”

’ I wonder if they realize how

| well they are spreading the “in-
* ternational Jewry” slander that is

_ | the favorite theme of our home-
' grown and imported Fascist.

I wonder if any of them have
[ given this thought they express

. ; so carelessly and confidently the
‘ 1 benefit of any logical analysis.

1 | There is for instance, a strong
! movement in this country, headed

' by no less a personage than ex-
-1 President Herbert Hoover to get

| the Administration to put pres-

-1 sure on Great Britain in the in-
terest of getting some of the food

in America’s groaning granaries

to the homeless ana hungry of

war-torn Europe this winter.
The opposition to this move is

simply that the blockade of Eu-

rope is a war measure taken by
’ England in the hope that wide-

spread hunger will hasten"the in-
ternal collapse of the Axis powers.

It’s brutal, but it’s war. As an

English defeat would lessen the se-

curity of this country and bring us

closer to danger of actual con-

flict, the opposition contends, it

is in our own interest that there

be no interference with the block-

ade.
Now there is no group in Eu- ,

rope which would benefit more
from the success of Hover’s ef-

fort or suffer more from it fail-

ure than would the Jews of Eu-

rope. They will bear the brunt of

the suffering and the hunger the

British blockade imposes. The

bread America would send under

the former President’s plan would

go into the mouths of not only the |
coreligionists, but the very blood

kin, of thousands of American

Jews.
But have you heard of any or-

ganized Jewish effort to bring

about a lifting of the British
blockade for this purpose?

Have you heard of any Jewish

organization, group or sect de-

manding that this be done?
Have you heard any considera-

(Continued from Page Three)
similar desires is the kind of as-
similationism which will lead to
complete self-effacement. Opposi-
tion to Zionism or Jewish national-
ism based on the notion that Zion-
ism is incompatible with Ameri-
canism; opposition to the study
and use of Hebrew because it is
alien to American life; appealing
for support of Federation activi-
ties without mentioning the fact
that the Federation supports Jew-
ish charities; these are symptoms
of desires to reduce Jewish life to
the lowest terms. By curtailing
the areas of Jewish life, by reduc-
ing its scope, its activities, its in-
terests, we are hastening the day
of complete assimilation. By aping
the non-Jewish environment, by
copying or translating its literary
and journalistic and artistic forms,
we are merely assimilating un-
thinkingly everything in our envi-
ronment, and eliminating the Jew-
ish uniqueness.

Needed: Creative Assimilation
What we need -is creative as-

similation or adjustment. Adjust-
ment like assimilation is usually
thought of as a one-sided process,
of adjustment of persons to the
environment. Creative adjustment
must be mutual adjustment and
adaptation, adjustment which
leaves a changed individual and a
changed environment. Creative
assimilation requires a free and
creative Jewish life, and a free
and creative American life both in
mutual harmony and interaction.
We have the makings of a rich

culture in America—a rich thea-
tre, a fine press, a first-rate lit-
erature and art. Jewish cultural
life in America is in comparison
poor and devitalized. We have
made unique contributions through
our Yiddish press and our Yiddish
theatre. In his book on the Press,
O. G. Villard cites the “Forward”
as the only example of a newspa-
per owned by an association of
300,000 members. The Yiddish Art
Theatre was a pioneer in the nqpv
theatre movement, antedating the
Theatre Guild and the many Little
Theatre movements. In the labor
movement the Jewish labor groups
have made distinctive contribu-
tions which have enriched not on-
ly the lives of laboring men and
women, but of all men and women.

Today, however, the Yiddish
newspapers are becoming fewer
in number; the Yiddish theatre is
on its last legs; the labor unions
are as strong as ever, but are
ceasing to be predominantly Jew-
ish. Our music is an imitation of
American music, our radio pro-
grams, our anglo-Jewish literature
—all are but pale reflections of
forms and trends in American
life. It is a one-sided assimilation.

Unless we have a Jewish group
which willencourage, support and
cultivate Jewish life, in particu-
lar religion and the arts, we shall
have no unique contribution to

bie number of individual Jews ex-
press the opinion that we should
sap the strength of this country’s
European bastion to feed the Jews
of Europe?

I haven’t.
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Jewish Assimilation
make. We shall be absorbing, cop-
ying, translating everything in
American life. We shall be hold-
ing on to a few traditions and tra-
ditional forms. Our uniqueness
will consist in the mere holding
on to ancient traditional forms
and ideas. We shall become either
a historic relic, a curiosity, or we
shall be ultimately completely as-
similated. Assimilationism as es-
cape, as slavish imitation, is to be
decried and fought. What we need
is creative assimilation. But be-
fore we can arrive at such a state,
we must provide conditions which
will make it possible—a healthy,
creative Jewish life.

Test Your I. Q.
By DAVID B. FEEVBERG

1. What is the meaning of “Go-
mel Benschen”?

2. What rational explanation of
the Ten Plagues has been offered
by scholars?

3. Who was Moses’ mother?
4. What famous Sages of the

Talmud supported themselves by
the work of their hand?

5. Where does the Jordan rise?
6. Into what sea does the Jor-

dan empty?
7. Who wrote the first “History

of the Jews” in modern times?
8. Who wrote a history of the

Jews in antiquity?
9. Do you know any other Jew-

ish historians of note?
10. Who was one of the signers

of the non-importation agreement
against England in 1770 ?

(Answers on Page Eight)
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