
Toward A
World Democracy

(The Reconstructionist Viewpoint)

By RABBI IRA EISENSTEIN

“These words are written at a moment when the issues
of the great war are still undecided. They are founded upon

no foresight of the course which the world’s political and mil-

itary fortunes are to follow ... (But) there are moments
when the lover of mankind, in these days, seems to catch a

glimpse of a wonderful dawn light.
If this dawn soon gives place to<3

the coming day, an ear of inspir-
ing promise for the best hopes of

all human ages will begin .. .

‘Afore than they that watch for
the morning,’ the true lovers of
mankind now watch to see whe-
ther the seeming promise of the
dawn is to be, in any genuine
sense, fulfilled.”

In 1916, Josiah Royce wrote
these words. He realized that a
great crisis had gripped the world:
“If the purposes and deeds which
some of the powerful enemies of
mankind now boastfully attempt
to make successful ever become
permanently triumphant, then in
truth there will be no further
worth in the continued existence
of human beings.” Yet, he dared
utter a “Song Before Sunrise,” a
song of hope; he ventured to “clar-
ify his ideas about what ought to
be.”

Another “Song Before Sunrise”
Twenty-five years later, a group

of men and women have again
dared to utter a song before sun-
rise. In a little volume, “The City
of Alan: A Declaration on World
Democracy,” seventeen scholars,
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writers and professors have issued

jointly an affirmation, at the very

moment when the forces of de-

struction have achieved an all-

time peak of carnage and suffer-

ing. They are aware that “the area

„j. desu’uction must probably

spread before the path is clear

for the new order;” but they be-
lieve that now is the time to “re-

affirm” certain indestructible be-

liefs without which life would lose
As meaning. They declare “that
.he meaning and goal of human

life, individual and collective, are
progress and growth in intellect

and action, and that peace, uni-
versal peace, is the prerequisite
for progress and growth.”

They redefine the democracy

which humane people of the world
are called upon to defend: “It is
the plenitude of heart service to a
high religion embodying the es-
sence of all higher religions. De-
mocracy is nothing more and no-
thing less than humanism in theoc-
racy, and rational theocracy in
universal humanism.” It is the dis-
tillation of all that is best in the
Jewish Prophetic visions, Greek
poetry and philosophy, Roman Sto-
icism, medieval Christianity, and
Protestant humanism, culminating
in America’s Declaration of In-
dependence. Democracy, they as-
sert, is the “religion of the Spirit.”

They are sensitive to the fact
that a “war to end war” was
fought only twenty-five years ago;
but they are equally aware that
its effects “were wrecked by greed
and fear in Europe, and by blind-
ness in this country.” They de-
mand. therefore, that the tragic
mockery of the last war shall not
be repeated. This time, they in-
sist, far-sighted and spiritual men
and women must avert that trag-
edy by clearly formulating in ad-
vance the purposes for which so
much blood is being spilled. Those
purposes are summarized in the
single willto achieve a World Com-
munity, a Universal state, the
State of States, to which each hi-
therto sovereign state must yield
up some measure of its sovereign-
ty. “Peace is indivisible ... Uni-
versal peace can be founded only
on the unity of man under one

' law and one government.” That
universal Society must be based
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upon a common creed, which
teaches “that a divine intention
governs the universe ... The direc-

tion of this intention is from mat-

ter to life and from life to spirit,

from chaos to order, from blind

strife and random impulse to con-
science and moral law, from dark-
ness to light ... It teaches that,

if the divine intention is to be ful-
filled, the pursuit of the good, un-
der the inspiration of faith, hope

and charity, must imply resistance
to evil, with battle when necessary
... It teaches that life is service.”

Jewish Religion and the Universal
State

How can we Jews help to create
in our people the necessary mind-
set for this glorious goal? Accept-
ing, as we must after reading the
cogent pages of this book, the in-

escapable logic of these writers,
acknowledging the fundamental
validity of their thesis, can we find
some inspiration in our thinking
and our tradition to fortify in us
the will to struggle for the World
Democracy ?

Reconstructionism submits that
the traditional concept of the
Kingdom of God can be interpret-
ed creatively, so that it may pro-
vide us with the inspiration that
we need to make this struggle our
struggle as religious Jews. That
interpretation, stated briefly, is
this: must we conceive of God as
“King” in the sense that sover-
eignty —or kingship inheres in
no one man, or one nation, or one
group of nations, but in the entire
world of men in whom divine in-

. telligence functions so as to elicit
the highest degree of unity in the
world side by side with the great-
est degree of freedom for each
individual soul. The traditional
Kingdom of God can come about
only when a universal kingdom
is established in which the na-
tions “acknowledge the sovereign-

; ty of God and the obligation of
contributing to the establishment
of His Kingdom of righteousness
and peace.” This cannot happen
until “we envisage a United
States of the World which shall ex-
ercise the same authority over
each of its constitutent states as
each nation now exercises over the
individuals and internal groups

| within its borders.” (The first quo-
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tation is from "The Meaning of

God in Modern Jewish Religion”

and the second from “Judaism As

A Civilization,” both by Mordecai

M. Kaplan.)
Jewish religion today must en-

dow Jews with the vision of that
Kingdom, the faith in its possibili-
ty, and the willto help bring it to
reality.
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