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Is AntirSemitism Hatred
Os Christian Religion?

By REINIIOLD MEHBUHR

Editor’s Note: Here is a sig-
nificant article written by
one of America’s most emi-
nent liberal thinkers, a dis-
tinguished Christian author.
It fearlessly analyzes Mau-
rice Samuel’s thesis of anti-
Semitism.

There is a basic difference be-

tween anti-Jewish sentiment and
anti - Semitic hallucination. The
former belongs in the general cat-
egory of racial prejudice and racial
friction, which characterize all col-

lective relations of mankind. The

latter is a “mad disparity which

occurs in no other instance of
group intolerance.”

The real basis for the fury of
the Nazi against the Jew is that
he sees in the Jew the most obvi-
ous symbol of the whole Judaic-
Christian civilization with which
he is in mortal combat. The Nazi-
fascist claims to hate the Jew as
a “Christ-killer” but his real hate
is directed against the Jewi as the
“Christ-giver;” and it expresses it-
self the more violently because
it must express itself indirectly. It
is the revolt against the conscience
of western Judaic-Christian civili-
zation which is not yet prepared to
admit the nihilistic character of
its rebellion to itself. For the
same reasons covert and overt ap-
peasers among both Jews and
Christians appear. These are the
people who sense a secret affinity
between themselves and the prota-
gonists of brute force, because
they have themselves denied the

ultimate truth of the Judaic-
Christian ethic in their hearts.

That is the thesis of the important
book, “The Great Hatred.”

Displays Profound Thought

If we examine these two propo-
sitions carefully we must admit
that Mr. Samuel has presented
them with great force and plausi-
bility. There are profundities in
this book which put it in a differ-

ent class from all the vapid socio-

logical and psychological analyses
of “race prejudice” in which noth-
ing is achieved but the discovery

that if only all people were as in-
telligent as we are there would be
no race prejudice. Here quantita-
tive distinction arises to a qual-
itative one. I think he is right, too,
in insisting that the mania which

makes the lies in the “Protocols
of the Elders of Zion” plausible to
millions of people cannot be an-

swered simply by proving these
documents to be forgeries.

This leaves out of account why
millions of people should be ready
to find these obvious lies credible.
Mr. Samuel is properly scornful of
all the rationalistic liberalism
which thinks that it can under-
stand and meet this mania by a lit-
tle more enlightenment. I would
go a little beyond his scorn by in-
sisting that the ordinary “sweet-
ness and light” approach to these
problems fails to understand the
tragic realities, not only of what
he calls the mania of “anti-Semi-
tism” but also of the ordinary race
prejudice of which “anti-Jewish-
ness” is one manifestation. (The
use of the terms “anti-Semitism”
and “anti-Jewishness” to designate
these two types of bigotry seems
to me a little arbitrary but there
is nothing arbitrary about the dis-
tinction itself.)

But that brings us to the second
proposition. Is the real basis of
anti-Semitism., a., hatred., of., the
Christian religion and civilization
which is not fully conscious of it-
self, or which, if conscious of it-
self, does not dare fully to express
itself? I am convinced that this is
at least part of the truth.

Jew Innately Peaceful
I believe that the Nazi tribalists

hate the Jew partly because the
Jew is one of the creators and a
very obvious and vivid symbol of
the universal elements in our civi-
lization. I agree with him that it
is silly for well-mannered Jews to
suggest or imply by their conduct
that this beast might be beguiled
from his fury if only the Jews of
the Ghetto had better manners and
took more frequent baths. I think
he is right too in suggesting that
the uneasy conscience of the pro-
tagonists of force and brutality
finds a foil in the innate peace-
fulness of the Jew.
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If the question is asked why
then communism, which is also in
revolt against the whole Christian
civilization, does not require the
mania of anti-Semitism as a vehi-
cle of its fury, Mr. Samuel has a
very profound and convincing ans-
wer. He declares that on the one
hand communism’s attack upon
Christianity is completely con-
scious and above-board and there-
fore does not require this subter-
fuge. On the other hand, commu-
nism is not an attack upon Chris-
tian culture and civilization in the
same sense.

It does not worship power for
its own sake and it does not ex-
alt the tribe against the total com-
munity of mankind. It is in fact
an effort to realize the universal-
istic and equalitarian elements Im-
bedded in the Judaic-Christian
culture, however sadly it may have
corrupted these ideals in actual
practice. Both of these answers
have validity, but I think the sec-
ond has more validity than the
first. Communism is a secularized
version of the messianic hope. Un-
fortunately this hope is corrupted
by the utopian illusions and these
finally betray the communist to
accept a Stalin dictatorship as the
realization of the “classless soci-
ety.”

Perplexing Part
In questioning the complete val-

idity of Mr. Samuel’s first distinc-
tion between fascism and commu-
nism, one arrives at the most per-
plexing part of his whole thesis.
The communists, he declares, do
not require anti-Semitism as a tool
of their revolt against our civiliza-
tion because their opposition is
overt rather than covert. Very
well. But by the same token the
German ought to be less anti-Sem-
itic than the Italians.

The Italians, who have accepted
a full anti-Semitic program only
under German pressure, have de-
veloped a fascist worship of force
and of nation on the soil of Cath-
olic Christianity. This Christianity
may not be loyal to its own princi-
ples; nevertheless the fascists have
not dared to break with this cul-
ture completely. They offer lip
service to it, while they seek to
win the young people away from
Christianity. If the psychic com-
pulsions which Mr. Samuel des-
cribes were primary they ought to
manifest themselves strongly m
the Italian case.

The Germans, on the other hand,
have become more and more open
in their opposition to the entire
ethical and religious structure of
western civilization. “D a s
Schwarze Korps” becomes increas-
ingly venomous in its attacks not
only upon Jews but upon Christ-
ians both Catholic and Protestant.
It is true they were more circum-
spect before they came to power.
But they are not cautious new. Hie
fact Is that the Germans complete-

ly prove one part of Mr. Samuel’s
thesis and thereby cast doubt up-
on the other part. They openly de-
clare that Christianity is but one
manifestation of Jewish '’interna-
tionalism and pacifism,” and that
it is this spirit which they oppose.
But avowing their hatred of the
whole Judaic- Christian tradition
so openly they cast some doubt
upon the part of the thesis which
maintains that the Jews are os-
tensibly hated as “Christ - killers”
because they are secretly hated as
“Christ-bringers.”

I do not pretend to be able to
supply an alternative explanation
for that part of Mr. Samuel’s the-
sis which seems to me to be du-
bious. I would not even claim that
it is wholly wrong. I am merely
left in a quandary.
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