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Palestine’s Chief Rabbi SpeaksI Week In Review
¦ By MILTON SHOWN, J.TA.

SWASTIKA OVER THE

MEDITERRANEAN
¦ Hitler’s latest drive appears to
E developing in the eastern Medi-
Brranean, with the Suez Canal

Kparently his objective. London

Bedicted for this week a mam-

Hoth pincer offensive against Suez

Bom Suez in the west and French-

Bntrolled Syria on the east.

¦ “According to reports,” said the
British Press Association, “Hitler
¦ planning to attack Egypt on a
Bgantic scale. His High Command

Bve been instructed to disregard
Bsualties and concentrate on
Bhieving the swiftest possible ad-
lance through Palestine by the
¦se of every device of modern
Bechanized warfare on land and
E the air.”

;1 Thus comes the Jewish home-
Ind’s zero hour. For twenty years
lonist leaders have declared that
¦ Jewish population in the Holy
land would serve as a bulwark for
lie British Empire’s defenses in
Ke Near East. And now the hour¦ trial for 550,000 Jews is at
luid. They are apparently to bear
Be brunt of a merciless Blitz-
ing.
¦Palestine’s Jewish manpower is
Bing mobilized. The Histadruth,
Be Jewish federation of labor, is
Burying out compulsory enlist-
lent of all members between the
¦ges of 20 and 35. Allrecruiting
IPalestine hitherto has been on
I voluntary basis.

I The Tel Aviv Municipal Council
las completed plans for new air-
lid shelters to accomodate 12,-
100 persons, in addition to exist-
Bg shelters for 10,000. Tel Aviv
I also planning to build two new
Hospitals.

I Monday was a general Jewish
Ist day in Palestine, devoted to
layers for a British victory. Per-

manent, continuous prayers have
len instituted in synagogues,
§ith three shifts of congregations
Pily praying for victory.

I Amazing though it may seem,
pspite the war immigration to
falestine continues. Last week a
learner arrived at Haifa bearing

fO refugee Britons, Poles, Czechs,
Herman Jews and Yugoslavs. The
pip was part of a British convoy
Ihich had been unsuccessfully at-
Icked from the air five times.

I A total of 3,500 Jewish immi-
pants have entered Palestine
lace January, including 1,400 in
Ipril. Another 1,600, with immi-
pation certificates under the pre-
F ous schedule, are waiting in
Iweden, Japan and Bombay. Dur-
p the past year, it was an-
lounced, 151 Jewish settlements
ibsorbed 24,000 persons and the

fflux of Jewish capital during
P e year reached 5,000,000 pounds.

I From the United States, a mes-
Pge of encouragement “to those
Fho are manning the rampart of

which Palestine has be-
Pme today” was voiced by Sena-
rr ®arkley, Senate majority lead-
r and chairman of the American
Palestine Committee, at a dinner

r Washington marking the
punching of the committee’s ac-
tivities. The dinner was attended
?y more than 200 Congressmen,
abinet members, religious lead-

!rs and other persons from all
valks of life.

Palestine Jews Enlist
As Axis Drive NearsBy SOLOMON KERSTEIN
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CHIEF RABBI DR. ISAAC HALEVI HERZOG

(Editor’s Note: Dr. Isaac Halevi Herzog, Chief Rabbi of Pales-
tine, recently arrived in the United States to seek support for

the forces of orthodoxy and the rescue of rabbis and students in

Europe. In this interview he expounds his views on religious

questions and foresees Palestine as the center of religious au-

thority for the Jews of the world.)

By BERL CORALNIK
JERUSALEM (JTA) —Recruiting of Palestine Jews be-

tween the ages of 20 and 30 was in full swing this week to
meet the threat arising from the fighting in Iraq and the re-
ported Axis plan for a drive towards Suez through Syria
and the Holy Land.

Enlistment of unmarried Jews
began Sunday in response to a
proclamation issued by the Jewish
Agency for Palestine and the
Jewish National Council. Jewish
officials said the call met with a
warm response, but there were no
immediate figures on the number
of recruits.

There are already more than
8,000 Palestine Jews serving with
the British forces in North Africa
and some were among the expe-
ditionary force evacuated from
Greece. Jewish soldiers returned
from Greece told the J. T. A that
the majority of the Palestine
Jews, most of whom were serving
in the Royal Air Force, were safe-
ly evacuated from Greece.

An Allied steamer bearing 400
refugee Britons, Poles, Czechs,
German Jews and Yugoslavs from
Greece arrived at Haifa. The
steamer was part of a large Brit-
ish convoy which was unsuccess-
fully attacked from the air five
times. Escorting destroyers report-
edly shot down one of the raiders.

The recruiting authorities named
a special committee to consider ap-

plications for exemption. Al-
though 8,000 Jews are already
serving in the British forces,
mainly in Jewish units, the situa-
tion demands speedy enlargement
of the ranks, the proclamation as-
serted. To spur the recruiting
campaign, Australian troops, head-
ed by military bands, paraded
through the main streets of Tel
Aviv,while Royal Air Force planes
circled overhead.

Dr. M. Altman, leader of the
Palestine Zionist - Revisionist
group, conferred with Chief Gov-
ernment Secretary James McPher-
son and Major Clark, commanding
officer of British forces in Pales-
tine, on plans to convert the Jew-
ish community into a war machine
for more active defense of the
country and aid to the British war
effort. Both promised to forward
his proposals to the proper au-
thorities.

The outbreak of fighting in Iraq
has aroused intense excitement in
Palestine and the belief is wide-
spread that the Holy Lana is now
on the front line of the war.
Scores of Jews tried to enlist in
the British forces even before the
general registration.

The Polish Consul - General in
Jerusalem ordered all Polish citi-
zens in Palestine under the age of
45 who received financial aid from
the exiled Polish Government to
join the Polish army immediately,
with the exception of priests and
rabbis.

Mizrachi Zionists to
Meet May 15-18 on
30th Anniversary

•

The annual convention of the
Mizrachi Organization of Ameri-
ca, religious wing of World Zion-
ism, will open at the St. Charles
Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. f on
Thursday evening, May 15th, and
will continue through Sunday ev-
ening, May 18th. Mizrachi branch-
es throughout the country are
making plans to send their dele-
gates to this annual convention.
Over a thousand delegates and

friends are expected to attend this
important conclave.

The reasons which prompted Chief Rabbi Isaac Halevi
Herzog to undertake the perilous voyage from Palestine to
America formed the main subject of an interview which he
granted me. I asked him several questions on some of the
most vital problems of Jews and Judaism today and the ans-
wers he gave will help to throw light on the complexity of
the problems with which our cultural and spiritual life is
confronted.

My first question to Rabbi Her-
zog was on the aims and the func-
tions of the office of the Chief
Rabbinate and on the effect this
office has had on the Jewish com-

munity in Palestine. Rabbi Herzog

said:
“The task of the Chief Rabbi-

nate is to serve as the supreme
religious authority of the Jewish
homeland. The office carries out

its task in a measure which makes

its influence felt among all class-
es of the Jewish population and

in government circles in Jerusa-

lem and in London.
“The Palestine Chief Rabbinate

was jointly elected by the Jew-

ish communities and the rabbis

of the Holy Land, and the elec-

tion was confirmed by a special

order-in-council of the Govern-

ment. The jurisdiction granted the

Chief Rabbinate extends over such
matters as the personal status in

marital and domestic relations,

marriage, divorce, separation, suc-
cession, guardianship, etc. Within

the limits of that jurisdiction, the

decisions and sanctions of the rab-

binical tribunals (beth-din) or of

the offices of the rabbinate where

such tribunals of three rabbis do

not exist, are legally binding with-

out requiring any sanction by the

government courts. However, such

decisions by courts of the first
are subject to appeal be-

fore the High Court (Beth-Dm

Hagadol) of the Palestine Chief

Rabbinate situated in Jerusalem.

Appeals are heard twice a week,

on Mondays and Thursdays in the

presence of the Chief Rabbi and

two of the members of the rabbi-

nate. The language of procedure

is usually Hebrew, but the use of

other languages .is permitted when

necessity arises.
. for

“Naturally the men chosen for

the Chief Rabbinate are renowned
for their scholarship and piety. It
is to be hoped that the prestige
of the office will grow and that
in time the authority of the Chief
Rabbinate will be recognized
throughout the Jewish communi-
ties of the world and that it will
help to promote harmony among

the Jews loyal to our tradition. It

is also hoped that the number of

the members of the Chief Rabbi-

nate willin time be increased be-

yond the present number of eight.

(Continued Next Week)

Churchill Urged to
Aid Palestine Jews
To Defend Selves

Emphasizing the seriousness of
Palestine’s position in the event of
attack by the Axis powers and the
“special danger to which the Jew-
ish community there may be ex-
posed,” the Emergency Committee
for Zionist Affairs, representing
all of the Zionist organizations in
the United States, cabled an ur-
gent request to Prime Minister
Winston Churchill calling upon
the British Premier to give the
Jews of Palestine “the possibility
and the means to defend them-
selves, their country and their
honor.”

j NOTED ARTISTS AID UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
W I M

Wm I

Distinguished celebrities in the world of music and the stage participated

in a nationwide broadcast of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Over,

seas Needs and Palestine, which was presented over the red network of the

National Broadcasting Company on Wednesday evening, Mayjth.
Jascha Heifetz, the world-renowned violinist (left), Paul Lukas (center),

noted film star who has distinguished himself in the current Broadway suc-

cess “Watch On The Rhine”, and Raymond Massey (right), prominent actor

who is widely known for his portrayal of the title role in Abe Lincoln in

Illinois”, were featured on the U.J. A. program which also presented ad-
dresses on the situation overseas and Palestine by Chief Rabbi Herzog of
Palestine and Pierre Van Paassen, the noted author.

The May 7th broadcast occurred at the climax of campaigns of hundreds

of communities throughout the country in behalf of the unified drive for the

Joint Distribution Committee, the United Palestine Appeal and the Na-

tional Refugee Service . -

Jewish Calendar
Join a Synagogue

or Temple

Attend He Services
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Lag B’Omer —May 15
Rosh Chodesh Sivan—May 27
First Day Shavuoth. June 1
Rosh Chodesh Tammuz.June 1
Fast of Tammut July 18
Rosh Chodesh Ab July 25
Fast of Ab Aug. 3
Rosh Chodesh Elul -Aug. 24

?Observed previous day as
well All holidays begin at sun-
down of day preceding that
listed above.


