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Week In Review
By MILTON SHOWN, J.T.A.

j REFUGEES RETRAINED FOR AMERICAN LIFE 1
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Refugees who find a haven in the United States are given vocational retraining

assistance by the National Refugee Service, which is called upon to provide
for the integration and adjustment of the newcomers to the American way of

life. Here we see a group of refugees learning the rudiments of dental

mechanics. During the first four months of 1941,331 refugees received retrain-

ing help from the National Refugee Service. This agency is represented

totietber^lMrthe Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine

Appeal in Ihe $25,000,000 United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas
Needs and Palestine.

Tension Grows Between
Palestine and Syria

JERUSALEM (JTA) —Tension between Palestine and
Vichy-controlled Syria, fast being occupied by the Nazis,
reached a new high this week as French consulates in the
Holy Land were closed and Vichy threatened air raids on
Palestine in reprisal for British bombing of Nazi bases in
Syria.

KThe PALESTINE SITUATION
¦ Palestine’s Jews had all sorts

¦f troubles last week. The big

Rouble was the continuing threat
R invasion front Nazi-occupied

Kyria. Then there was trouble

nth the Government over immi-

Kration and, finally, dissension

Kithin the Jewish community it-

Kif.
I with the Germans obtaining Sy-

Kan bases from an acquiescent
Kichy Government, the Near East-

¦rn war was brought directly to

Palestine’s doors. British and im-
lerial forces on the frontier were
Strengthened and Royal Air Force

¦nits, based in Palestine, bombed
Krdromes being used by the Na-

Es. As a result, the authorities in

¦ichy threatened retaliatory at-

tacks on Palestine bases.

I Jerusalem took further meas-
¦res for protection against air

Kids. It was planned to distribute
Keel helmets, purchase fire-fight-
Eg equipment and other appara-
tus. The ground floors of Jerasa-
Em’s historic citadel towers will
|e converted into shelters.
I Amid this situation the immi-
Eration question came to a head
¦gain. The Government announced
Kat it was omitting the entry
Ehedule for the current three
Eonths, as it had done for the pre-
Eous half-year, on the ground
Eat the same “economic and oth-
E factors” prevailed and- Added;
Eat it would only issue certifi-
Etes to replace those unused un-
¦er previous schedules.

¦ The unemployment and “unsat-
Efactory absorptivity” cited by
Ee Government as reasons for
¦upping the immigration quota
Eere disputed by the Jewish Agen-
E, which held that unemployment
Eid not increased in the last three
Ears and that the country never-
Eeless had managed to absorb 20,-
Eo immigrants in this period. The
Egency expressed regret at the
Bovernmenfs action.
I And, as though war and the im-
Eigration controversy were not
Eough, dissension developed with-
E the Jewish community that was
¦nally smoothed over, at least for
¦he time being. There has long
Been dissatisfaction among right-
Bt Zionist groups over the conduct
E affairs by the Jewish National
¦ouncil executive. Finally, a con-
Erence of these groups threatened
E set up separate institutions un-
Rss their demands were met. At
Ee last minute the Council Exe-
Etive signed an agreement with
Ee rightists giving them more
Etisfactory representation. But
Eis was only a stop-gap measure.
Rhe rightist newspaper Haaretz
Eid the Group A General Zionists
Eould withdraw their opposition
E the Vaad Leumi, but they did
E>t have confidence in the dura-
Rhty of the agreement.
I A bright spot in these dark days
Er Palestine was the visit of Cap-
Pin James Roosevelt, globe-gal-
Eping U. S. air observer. He tour-
id Jewish colonies, inspected Jew-
¦h aviation developments, said he
P®®ld like to bring his mother

with him after the war to
r® the Jewish homeland, received
pom Jewish children an illustrated
Pbum addressed to President
Roosevelt, “the good grandfather
F children the world over.”

¦ANTI-SEMITISM IN FRANCE
I Long lines formed last week be-
Pre the American consulate in
Marseille where overworked em-
Ijoyees worked late into the even-
ly to expedite visa applications,

frowds blocked the entrance to
Pc HIAS-ICA Emigration Associ-

On orders from the Petain Gov-<
ernment all French consulates in
Palestine were closed Sunday and
the Consul-General was to leave
the country Wednesday. British
consular officials had previously
been ousted from Syria and Leb-
anon.

The authorities in Syria closed
the frontier to check a movement
of French army men to enter Pal-
estine and join the Free French
forces. Col. Philibert Collet and
several score native cavalrymen
fought their way through their
own frontier forces to enter the
Holy Land. Some French pilots
sent up to intercept British planes
attacking Axis aircraft on Syrian
landing fields joined a British
squadron and accompanied it back
to Palestine.

Further measures for protection
against air raids were taken in
Jerusalem. A meeting of the Air
Raid precautions Committee, with
District Commissioner Edward
Keith - Roach presiding, recom-
mended an additional municipal
grant of 4,600 pounds to provide
steel helmets, trailer pumps and
other apparatus. The committee

also decided to convert the ground
floors of Jerusalem’s citadel tow-
ers into shelters.

A pharmaceutical factory to re-
place medicaments and chemical
commodities formerly imported
from Germany will be built near
the Sieff Research Institute at Re-
hoboth at a cost of 500,000 pounds,
The project is backed by Simon
Marks and Israel Sieff of London.
The staff of 100 willbe supervised
by the Research Institute, which
is headed by Dr. Chaim Weizmann.

A Palestinian Jew serving with
the Royal Air Force somewhere in
the western desert has invented
important aviation improvements
and the military authorities have
ordered that he be sent to London
to submit his work to the Air
Ministry. The newspaper Davar
Davar said the man, whose name
cannot be given, is 24 years old
and was born in Petach Tikvah.

Three Falashas (Ethiopian
Jews) who have resided in Herz-
liah for the last seven years re-
cently enlisted in the British ar-
my and have now been commis-
sioned to Ethiopia as instructors
in Emporer Haile Selassie’s army,
the newspaper Haboker reported.

In connection with the Pales-
tine Government’s announcement
that the current immigration sche-
dule was being omitted because of
unemployment and unsatisfactory
absorptive capacity, the Jewish
Agency stated unemployment had
not increased in the last three
years and simultanously the coun-
try had absorbed more than 20,-
000 immigrants.

Anniversary of the
10 Commandments

Shabuoth, the anniversary of
the Ten Commandments, comes
this weekend. Youth must harness
its power by a moral purpose;
youth needs the discipline of law
and learning lest it consume it-
self with strange fires. The test-
ed ways are not inviolate; but be-
fore they are rejected entirely,
the tested ways of the Ten Com-
mandments would increase the
strength and ambitions of youth.

National Sabbath
For AllCreeds Set

June 6th, 7th, Bth
A nationwide religious festival,

touching the life of virtually every

church-goer in the country, will

be held on June 6,7 and 8. It will

be celebrated without regard to
creed, race or color.

The occasion, to be known as
the U. S. O. Sabbath, is sponsored
by United Service Organizations
for National Defense.

According to Walter Hoving,

president of the organization, who

made the announcement this week

in New York, the observance will

emphasize the basically religious

character of member agencies of

U. S. O. It also will stress the in-

ter-faith aspect of the organiza-
tion, in which Catholic, Protest-
ant and Jew are working closely

and harmoniously.

ation offices.
Reason was the fast-intensify-

ing anti-Semitism in occupied and

unocupied France, plus the general
political situation which threaten-
ed to cut off passenger transporta-

tion between France and the New

World.

Attitude Favorable on Arming Jews
LONDON (JTA)—The belief that the Colonial Office

has changed its attitude on the arming of the Jews in Pal-
estine was expressed by the Daily Herald columnist, Hannen
Swaffer.

Discussing the Near East war situation, Swaffer de-
clared that the plea of the Palestine Jewish community for
arms, “not only to defend Palestine for themselves and the
British but to save their own skins,” was logical in view of
the possibility that the exiled ex-Mufti of Jerusalem was
stirring up trouble in Palestine leading to “wholesale massa-
cre.”

“The Colonial Office,” Swaffer said, “now favors arming
of the Jews, who hitherto were only allowed to volunteer in
the proportion of one Jew for every Arab.”

Facts About Shavuoth
Notes on the June First Holiday

By BERNARD POSTAL

Shavuoth Is called the Feast of

Weeks because a week of weeks —

seven weeks —elapses between the

second day of Passover and Shav-

outh.
Shavuoth, which occurs on the

sixth day of Sivan (June Ist this

year) is observed for only one day

in Palestine, where it can never
occur on a Tuesday, Thursday or

Saturday. In every other country

but Palestine, where Shavuoth is

observed for two days, this calen-

dar oddity doesn’t happen.

Although Shavuoth commemor-
ates the proclamation of the Ten

Commandments on Mount Sinai,

the Bible does not mention the

connection between the festival
and the Decalogue.

Until the destruction of the

Temple, when the Jews ceased to

be primarily an agricultural peo-

ple, Shavuoth was known as the

Feast of Harvest. In ancient Pal-

estine the harvest season extended
for seven weeks, beginning with

the harvest of barley during Pass-

over and ending with the harvest

of the wheat around Shavuoth,

wheat being the last cereal to rip-
en.

Pentecost, another name for
Shavuoth, comes from the Greek
for 50th, which was the name giv-
en the holiday by Hellenic Jews
because the festival occurred 50

days after the offering of the bar-
ley sheaf during the Passover hol-
iday.

The Scroll of Ruth is read in
the synagogue during Shavuoth
because the story of Ruth embrac-
ing Judaism and the description of
the scene of harvesting are appro-
priate to the festival of the Law
and the harvest.

Confirmation —the act of bear-
ing witness to the principles upon
which Judaism rests—made its de-
but in the form we know today in
181 l when five Jewish boys were
confirmed at Seesen, Germany. In
the United States confirmation
dates from 1846 when Rabbi Max
Lilienthal confirmed a class at
Anshe Chesed Congregation in
New York.

Jewish Calendar
Join a Synagogue

or Temple
Attend He Service*

5701 1941

First Day Shavuoth June 1
Rosh Chodesh Tammut June 1
Fast of Tammuz. July 13
Rosh Chodesh Ab July 25
Fast of Ab Aug. 8
Rosh Chodesh Elul Aug. 24
First Day New Year. Sept. 22
Fast of Gedaliah Sept. 24
Yom Kippur. Oct. 1

•Observed previous day as
well. All holidays begin at sun-
down of day preceding that
listed above.

NOTICE TO
SUBSCRIBERS

The Southern J ewish
Weekly will send your son a

copy of this newspaper every,

week during the time he is

in the service of the United

States armed forces no mat-
ter where he may be sta-

tioned.
Just call our circulation

department, 9-4044, and give

us his address. This service

is absolutely FREE to our

subscribers and will in no
way affect the delivery of

the copy you now get.


