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(Editor’s Note: The following open letter to the Presi-
dent of the Zionist Organization is a timely challenge to

the Z. O. A. made during the week of Balfour Day on No-

vember 2.)

Judge Louis E. Levinthal
President, Zionist Organization of

America
Washington, D. C.
Dear Judge Levinthal:

I have received an announce-
ment from your staff that you
will be in New York and would
receive members of the press to
explain your policies on assum-
ing the duties of office as Presi-
dent of the Zionist Organization.
As I received the card, I had just
been reading an article by Archi-
bald MacLeish, who, as you know
also recently assumed a new of-
fice in Washington, as chief of
the great Library of Congress.
Reading Mr. MacLeish’s article
made me think of you very much.

Mi. MacLeish in his article
quoted from President Lincoln’s
address to Congress at its opening
in 1862: “Fellow citizens, we
cannot escape history. We of this
Congress and this Administration
will be remembered in spite of
ourselves. The fiery trials through
which we pass will light us down
to honor or dishonor to the lat-
est generation.’’

You and your administration,
Judge, as you probably realize
more than others “cannot escape
history,” called to your work as
you are during “this fiery trial.”

There was a time—and it was
not so long ago either—when
people talked about something
they called the Negro problem in
America or the Jewish problem
in America or the Polish problem
or the Irish or the German or the
Italian—or maybe the Scottish.
I don’t know. The idea appar-
ently was that the Negro prob-
lem was a problem for Negroes

and the Jewish problem was for
Jews and the Italian problem was
a problem for the Italians . . .

That time is past. It is now fairly
apparent even to the most com-
placent and the least imaginative
citizens that there is no German
problem and no Jewish problem
and no Polish problem but only
an American problem!

The germ of this thought, my
dear Judge, seems to me a truth
very vital for Zionists. Applying
it to Zionism, I would say that
Zionism is no longer a matter for
Jews only. It seems to me that
Zionists long have been slow in
recognizing this truth. Before
Herzl wrote Das Judenstaat,
George Elliott had written Daniel
Deronda. Before there was a
Zionist Organization in America,
a number of Christians in Amer-
ica had been prominent in Zionist
work. Consult the records of the
Jewish Historical Society—and
they have only meagerly assem-
bled all the material that is avail-
able—and you will see that it is
so.

When Woodrow Wilson was
elected President, he offered the
post of Ambassador to Turkey to
Henry Morgenthau and Morgen-
thau as he relates in his own
auto-biography was reluctant a-
about accepting it. Why always,
he asked Wilson, offer the Turkey
post to Jews? And Wilson replied
that he wanted a Jew there be-
cause Palestine was of so much
concern to the Jews. Now re-
member that this happened before
there was even a thought of a
World War—in 1913. In other
words, tne Christian world long
sensed, that Palestine belonged to
us, and the Christian world—a
great part of it—would undoubt-
edly have helped much towards
our work there, if we really had
shown any inclination to have
their collaboration. But we did
little to invite this collabaration.
To be sure, every now and then
we run to some prominent politi-
cian or statesman—but that is not
general American collaboration.
Recently, Judge, I saw a young
Irish maid servant collecting tin
foil for the British—of all people.
Did you ever see an Irish girl or
an English girl collect tin foil
or anything else for Palestine?

We Zionists have failed to see
the universalism of our cause. Let
me recall to you, Judge, the case
of a citizen of your home town
of Philadelphia, Benjamin Frank-
lin. You will remember that in
1776, this country was developing
a sort of Zionism. The Americans
wanted to have a home-land of
their own. And there were only a
couple of million of them without
a navy, without an army and
without even unity. It was a hard
problem facing them. But Pat-
rick Henry, the great leader of in-
dependence in the Virginia legisla-
ture said, “God will raise up
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friends to fight our battles for

us” in that famous Liberty or

Death speech of his, and this fel-

low citizen of yours, Judge, this

Benjamin F’ranklin was sent to

France and he brought over mon-
ey and munitions and an army.

He had universalized a national
cause. And the cause of every

people is a universal cause. The

Jew's of Bible days recognized
this. They saw all sorts of peo-

ple “going up to the House of the

God of Jacob.” They envisioned
the return of the Jews to Pales-

tine as affecting not only the Jews
but every people of the world.

Can we not have a mass move-
ment of Americans who are not
Jews, organized for Zionism. Can
wr e not have for instance such a
woman as Dorothy Thompson a

pronounced Zionist—who made her
debut as a foreign correspondent
traveling with the Brandeis dele-
gation going to the London confer-

ence after the war—as a member
of the Executive Board of the

Zionist Organization. Let us make
our Zionism a universal cause—-
and not only will the Christians
come to us —but the Jews, for
the Jews after all is first of all
a member of the human race —

and the laws of Nature which
no chauvinism can abrogate, has
decreed, that it is the universal
cause which takes precedence in
our hearts.

And in a practical way—there
are many benefits. Let me give
a homely illustration of my own
experience. Many years ago,
Judge, I was associated in the
publicity work of the Zionist Or-
ganization. In those days, the
[newspapers were not particularly
keen about Zionist publicity and
it was quite a problem getting
material printed. I remember on
one occasion we received a photo-
graph of Rothschild Boulevard in
Tel Aviv. It is a handsome street
and then, when Zionist construc-
tion was just at its beginning, we
were particularly proud of it. I
took the photograph to one news-
paper and syndicate after another
but no where could I get it ac-
cepted. In desperation I resorted
to a ruse. I changed the caption
under it. I renamed it Woodrow
Wilson Boulevard, saying that the
Palestinians had named this hand-
some street in tribute to the great
services rendered by President
Wilson to the Zionist cause—and
then I took it to a syndicate and
later the clippings came in by the
hundreds from every town from
Squeedunk to Chicago and every
now and then since, though many
years have passed, I see Wilson
Boulevard in the newspapers.

My ethical sense is more devel-
oped today—and I would not re-
sort to such a strategem now. But
I wonder to myself, was my sin
worse than that of the Zionists
who failed to name at least one
of their streets after the man
who cooperated with Brandeis,
Frankfurter and others to make
the Zionist dream come true.

I Does not the absence of such a
name there show something par-
ticularly lacking in our strategy
if nothing else.

Well, Judge, I think I’ll close
my letter. Sorry to have bother-
ed you, but I did want to call
your attention €o this article by
MacLeish.

With best wishes for the suc-
cess of your administration, I am

Sincerely yours,
Just a plain Jew

P. S. By the way are the Zion-
ists doing anything to celebrate
the birthday of Wilson which oc-
curs in December?
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Serving with the armed forces

of the United States at this mo-
ment are many thousands of Jew-
ish young men. Rich and poor,
native-born and foreign, clerk and
machinist, all are to be found in
the ranks. They are to be found
in the army, the navy, the marine
corps and the coast guard. As a
group, it is entirely safe to say
of them that they are well discip-
lined and hard-working, respected
by their Christian fellow-soldiers
and commanding officers alike.
This outstanding fact is, in great
part, responsible for the cordial
relations that exist between the
Jewish men and their non-Jewish
comrades and is evidence of the
fact that religious and inter-faith
harmony is on a level higher than
it has been at any other time.

The high and democratic level
of inter-faith co-operation in the
army and navy can be attributed
in another way to the active func-
tioning of the United Service Or-
ganizations for National Defense.
Here, in the U. S. 0., are repre-
sented the three major religious
faiths —the Catholic, the Protest-
ant and the Jewish. Their man-
ner of collaboration, their common
and united desire to be of service
to all men regardless of race,
creed or faith, has struck a cor-
responding note within the armed
forces themselves. One recalls, in
this connection, the case of the
young Catholic soldier who, on
learning of the death of his uncle,
was enabled to travel hundreds of
miles to attend a high requim
mass through the efforts of a
Jewish boy and the Jewish Wel-
fare Board.

Another notable case in point
occurred last Christmas at Fort
Dix, N. J. There, the Jewish sol-
diers voluntarily agreed to waive
their furloughs in favor of their
Catholic and Protestant comrades.
This, on the part of the Jewish
men, was their Christmas present
to the Christian soldiers.

AMERICAN SOLDIERS AND
SAILORS RELIGIOtJS

Inter-faith cordiality and co-
operation in the Army and Navy
can best be laid to the fact that

(Continued on Page Five)

Page Two


