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Jews Should Go
About Their Business

BT ROBERT STONE

Emerging from the anonymity that usually surrounds

distinguished writers. Louis Brumfield, one of America's
greatest novelists, has takes the leadership is an organiza-

tion devoted to routing anti-Semitism and to building mu-

tual tolerance in America. Famous for "The Green Bay
Tree.” “Good Woman.'* “The Rains Came” and other best-

sellers. Bromfieki, as a Christian, gives his formula for

combating anti-Semitism.
The Editor

I happened to catch Mr. Bromfieki on one of his har-
ried trips to New York. He had come in for just two days,
and was determined to crowd all manner of appointments
into his schedule. Bromfield is a man hard to leave. He
speaks rapidly, precisely, quietly, with his opinions dearly
defined. He does not hedge. If to his mind a man is a
fool, a fool he will he called and nothing else. Encounter-
ing his agile mind, one can cover much ground in an amaz-

_

and saying, in effect: “Mr. Lind-
bergh, make the most of it.”

For some time there has been
a mild boom in the State of Ohio

1 for Louis Bromfield as a compro-
mise Democratic candidate for
Governor. He says that he has no
ambitions for an elective office,

and minimizes the significance of
the Bromfield-for-Govemor move-
ment. But he does say that the
Governorship would be a splendid
platform to get the truth across
to the people of Ohio and beyond.

Would he favor a ban upon the
election of anti-Semites to public
office? Emphatically not. Would
he base his pleas for tolerance up-
on the Billof Rights ? Once again,
no. Would he seek legislative ac-
tion against the purveyors of raet

hatred? Still the answer was no.
How then does this attitude of

live and let live fit into his philos-
ophy of militant Americanism?
Bromfield’s answer is simple and
direct. “I have a great deal of
faith in the common sense of
eighty—no, let me say ninety per
cent of the American people.
Give them the facts and they will
see the truth for whaL it is. I
say only expose the Lindberghs
and all the rest, and this country
will have nothing to fear.”

This is the essence of his
credo—to make the truth known.
That, he is certain, willbe enough.
He tells of a case in point. In
Ohio the Coughlanites attempted
to stir up disaffection among the
farmers by agitating against a

' farm marketing bill. Bromfield
sought out the ring leaders and
told them bluntly: “If you don’t
stop this at once, I’llissue a pub-
lic statement telling who you are
and what your motives are.” He ,
reports that they immediately dis-

,
appeared and were not heard from
again.

In Ohio, which he considers rep-
resentative of the Middle West,
appeals to race prejudice have, he
says, fallen upon barren ground.
In the one large America First
meeting held in Cleveland which
Lindbergh addressed, only 6,000
people came to a hall which filled
9,000. “Most of those 6,000 were
the usual crackpots,” he said, “of
the type who came to Coughlin
and Townsend meetings in the
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ingly short time.
Lends Eromfxeld returned to this

country after 14 years as an expat-
riate in France. He saw there the
men at wealth, the old ladies, the
zealots for peace and those who

feared the people—ad betrayed by
the Nazi advance guard He finds
the same lineup in this country.
The America First Committee —

and he puts it bluntly—is the Nazi
party in the United States.

He recognizes the menace of
anti-Semitism for what it is.
When he hears repeated all the
“new” reasons for attacking the
Jews, he is inclined to scoff.
“Most of these fellows who are
hitting at the Jews don’t even
know any Jews. If anyone should.
I do. Probably 50 per cent of my
friends and the people with whom
I have met in business are Jew-
ish."

What, then does he think of the
charge that the Jews are the “war
party?” Would he favor any
single course of action for the
Jews as a group to disprove the
stigma of warmongering?

Identifying the Jews with the
war movement is so patently
“Nazi stuff” that he will not even
dwell upon it. But as for a Jew-
ish “answer,” he is not so sure.
He feels that the Jews should go
about their business, doing exact-
ly as their conscience dictates,
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same place a few years ago."

He admitted that the presence
at Congressman Martin Sweeney
at that meeting showed that the
lunatic fringe has won some sup-
port. But Sweeney, he insists, is
a clown who reached Congress be-
cause he happens to represent a
district largely inhabited by Ger-
mans and Italians. The propa-

, gar. da of the America First Com-
mittee has already backfired, and
Middle Westerners have begun to
look askance at “these fellows
who are making such a fuss/’ he
maintains.

As one who has dealt largely in
words for many years, he is sus-
picious of shibboleths and vague
principles. “Iwouldn’t invoke the
Bill of Rights on my side,” he said,
“because the other side could just
as easily distort it to their own
ends. I wouldn’t take any direct
action against Lindbergh or his
propaganda Just tell the people
who he is. The people appreciate
directness and honesty.”

I recalled that a few weeks be-
fore John T. Flynn had deplored
the “sidetracking” of the peace vs.
war debate into the issue of anti-
Semitism. “It was inevitable,”
Bromfield replied. “Anti-Semit-
ism is not a side-tracking of the,
issue at all It is a logical de-
generation at the kind of thinking •
the America First Committee is
doing.” When I repeated Flynn’s;

! contention that continued denunci- 1
ation of men like General Wood
as anti-Semites would make anti-
Semitism “respectable,” he dis-
missed that kind of reasoning as
“reprehensible and specious.” In
his scale of values there are few
half tones.

We are trying to tie up some,
loose ends. I brought up Amos i
Pinchot’s injunction to the Jews I
to be more careful and less “sen-
sitive.” Had Mr. Bromfield noted
a peculiar Jewish sensitivity?
Yes, he had felt that Jews were
sensitive. But as far «s he was
concerned, that was no jumping-
off place for Pinchot or anyone
else. His comments on the Pinchot
family as a group of “fake
liberals” of long standing made
the latest outburst of Amos seem
suddenly less distressing and apos-
tatis.

What was to be the new pro-
gram of the Friends of Democracy
under the Bromfield regime? It
was easy to guess. An intensive
campaign through every channel
of information to spread the truth,
and to answer every libel as it
springs up. Above all, to trust
to the intelligence and the sense
of fair play of the American peo-
ple to turn away from the false
prophets of the New Order.
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Max Nordau’s
Widow Reaches

New York
j

New York - (JPS) —Mrs. Anna
Elizabeth Nordau, 80-year-old
widow of the great Zionist and
brilliant thinker Dr. Max Nordau,
arrived here from France on the
Excalibur.

“I thank God.” said the widow
of the man who with Theodor
Herzl helped to create political
Zionism, “that in my old age I am
destined once more to live in a
free land, which is now the hope
of the world.” Expressing her joy
at having escaped from the France
of Marshal Petaih, Jtrs. Nordau
said: “I have lived in the most
beautiful land in the world for 60
years, for the Free France that
was the greatest land in the
world: and that is why I am
lucky to be in America and not
see in my older years the shame
of France. I love France and I
cannot bear to look at its shame.”
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