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Kid JEWS IN
SPORTS

j] by Morris Weiner
and that both can usually be
found among the top winners at
the track. Hirsch Jacobs usually
races many horses in his wife’s
stable—Mrs. Eva Jacobs—while
Max Hirsch takes on saddles for
all comers. At the recently con-
cluded fourteen day meeting of
the Empire City Track, Hirsch
Jacobs netted $15,000 while Max
Hirsch tallied a measly ten grand
on two winners. Mrs. Eva Jacobs
entered six winners to the tune of

l $9,125 .. . and so the legend of
the Hirsch tribe at the track still
continues , . . almost thirty-five
thousand smackers for a fourteen
day meeting . . . Brother, that
ain’t hay!

Nat Fleischer, editor and pub-
lisher of the boxing bible, better
known as the Boxing News, is
now busy compiling a boxing rec-
ord that will cover the last 150
years . . . And, as any fan will
tell you, 150 years ago the great
Daniel Mendoza was the world’s
heavyweight champion who took
on all coiners with bare knuckles.
Mendoza was known as the “Star

; of Zion” . . . And, it is also inter-
J esting to note that Mendoza sport-
jed a Mogin Dovid 140 years be.
fore Maxie Baer, the former

,

Clown Prince of Boxing ever
thought of the same stunt .

. .

The last world series between
the Yankees and the Brooklyn
Dodgers was the first series ever
missed by A1 Schacht, the Clown
Prince of Baseball. Al—whose
funny antics have entertained mil-
lions at every series since 1924
had his heart set on making his
performances tickle the fans at
Ebbets Field but was detained by
a labor of love on a Hollywood
moving picture lot .. .Al had been
screen tested and found to be the
perfect player to play the part of
baseball’s funny man—to wit, Al
Schacht . . . The screen test was
being made in preparation for the
fUming of the story by Paul Gal-
lico: “The Life of Lou Gehrig”.
Schacht was one of Gehrig’s clos-
est friends and a life story about
Gehrig without Al would be akin
to Damon without Pythias . . .

Abe Simon "is one of the pride
and joys of this column. Ergo, we
were quite chagrinned when Abe
was belted for a terrific pasting
in his last fight out in Chicago...
We wondered. Three days after
the fight Abe was rushed to the
hospital for an emergency appen-

dectomy with the full story re-

leased by his doctor: “I told the

big lug not to fight. He was in
no condition. His appendix could

have burst right in the ring but

the big guy wouldn’t hear of it.
Naturally he was in no condition
to fight." Coming from Simon’s
manager this would have made an

ordinary publicity wheeze. How-
ever, emanating as it does from

the family physician, well, Abe

Simon is still our pride and joy...

Fidler of Brown and Cohen of

the University of Pennsylvania

are two of the sweetest tackles

this corner has laid eyes on in

years. Both lads stand well over

six feet and weigh 440 between

them. Both are fast. Both can

convert for points after touch-

down and both have played prac-

tically every minute of every

game on their respective team’s

schedules ... The grandstand
quarterbacks are saying that Sid

Luckman should have called for a

field goal instead of trying first

down in the closing minutes of the

Green Bay Packer-Chicago Bear

game out the Windy City Way...

Said owner George Halas: “Luck-

man is still the brainiest quarter,

back I’ve ever seen and still tops

for my money.”

.
_ ”1

interesting items . ..

Hank Greenberg received his
slice of the Detroit cut of the

World Series dough. The Tigers

ag a fourth place club drew about

400 bucks per player and when the

melon was divided Hank was vot-

ed a full share . . . And, did you

Imow that the Bronx Bambino

was released from the Army last

month and lost no time in getting

back to the hot spots along New

York’s main stem . , . Hank’s

father who usually acts as the j
slugger’s business manager gave
his six foot four inch son one

month’s time to “be a bummer” j
before hitting the road for the

southlands and some real physical
training . . . Hank’s all set for

"my banner year in baseball” . . .

Mentioning one Hank brings to
mind the activities of another....
Hank Danning, who just suffered
his worst season in the majors
and who will probably find him-
self in another big league camp
next season, was on the auction

block last season ... So badly did
Larry McPhail want the services
of the great Jewish catcher that {
he offered Bill Terry (who never |
had any use for Handsome Harry) |
Dixie Walker, Mickey Owen and
Hugh Casey. The Jints front of-
fice mixed the deal and then Dan-
ning blew up as a ball player.
But take it from Hank Lieber,
the slugging outfielder for the
Cubs —“Danning will prove to be
the greatest catcher in big league
baseball once he gets away from
the pernicious influence of Bill
Terry.” Needless to say the two
lads—Lieber and Danning—are
close friends.

Quite frequently we run a
sports item on the Hirsch tribe of
the track. Os course, you know
that we refer to Max Hirsch and
to Hirsch Jacobs. The two are not
even distantly related and the
only things they have in common
are the facts that both are Jewish
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Wave Os Conversions Jolts British
Jewry Out Os Pre-War Complacency
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HERBERT MILNER

Announcement was made this
week that Herbert Milner of New
York City has been added to the
staff of the Florida Regional of_

fice of the Anti-Defamation Lea-
gue, with headquarters at Miami.
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BY EDWARD E. GRUSD

They used to be complacent, the
Jews of England, concerning their !
Jewish responsibilities. They had
their old and respected institu-
tions; they gave, often and gen-
erously, to all good causes; and
when critics pointed to certain
unpleasant aspects of communal
life, such critics were dismissed as
bores, mono-maniacs, or fanatics. I

i Everything seemed to be for the i
jbest in the best of all possible
communities. Os course, the Eng-
lish people as a whole were like
that, and perhaps it was only
natural for English Jews to be
the same way. But that was two

1 years ago. Today the problems
caused by the war are changing
all that.

1 One of the best authorities on
the subject is Dr. Cecil Roth, and

: one of the outstanding living his-
torians of our day. In a series of

¦ letters to the National Jewish
Monthly, published by B’nai B’rith,
he is analyzing what’s happening
to British Jewry during the war,
and in the same magazine’s forth-

' coming December issue, he reports
( an alarming state of affairs.

“There has been a wave of
! conversions in this country recent-
* ly,” he writes. “I don’t know
! how large it is, but it’s certainly
sufficient to demand attention.”

Evacuation has scattered Jewish
children all over the island, sep_
arating them from parents, re-
ligious schools, and synagogues.
Many are being cared for-in non-
Jewish homes. Many who once
received Jewish education are re-
ceiving it no longer, due to war-
time conditions. Some who be-
came converted are German Jew-
ish refugees who, safe again in a
democratic land, promptly pro-
ceed to forget the lessons of their
own experiences and hope to as-
similate completely. Others are
deeply affected by the fine Chris-
tian spirit manifested on alt sides
in England, and who apostasize
out of gratitude, as it were.

But more important, as Dr.
Roth points out, is the fact that
before the war British Jewry had
done too little in the field of Jew-
ish education to fortify Its people
—and especially its youth—against
the very trials they are now ex_

periencing.

j “An enormously high proportion
of the Jewish children in Eng-
land,” he writes,-“had no sort of
Jewish training even before the
war (a proportion perhaps not so
large as that in some American

[cities, but that is no cause for
I self-congratulation). We paid no
'attention when they told us this,

1 time after time, in the complacent
days before the war; but at last
we are beginning to realize how
right they were, and how wrong
our attitude of indifference was.”

In fact, Dr. Roth points out, the
most significant and most hope-
ful development In English Jewish
life today is discontent! That
discontent is like an alarm clock
that has awakened a sleeper and
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like a freshly awakened sleeper,
British Jewry is still confused,
but at least it is to wake at last.

It is considering, now that it is
finally conscious of the problem,
what to teach its children. Vague-
ly it is beginning to realize that
merely going through certain
motions is not enough. It is not'
enough, for instance, to teach
Hebrew, ritual observance, etc.
More important is the inculcation
of actual Jewish religious and
ethical values, expressed in action.

“Have we not deliberately soft-
pedalled the prophetic teaching?”
Dr. Roth asks, and immediately
points out that British Jewry, like
the English people as a whole, is
staunchly conservative and is not
thinking in terms of a Reform
movement. Nevertheless, he urges
“a reversion to our fathers’ more
comprehensive view of life and
creed.”

“Gentiles, too,” he adds, “are
querying what can be the force of
Christianity which makes possible
bestialities such as have preceded
and accompanied this war. The
English people as a whole is feel-
ing its way to a new era when
privilege will imply only addition-
al duties, and opportunity will be
open to all, and there will be no
more starving in the midst of
plenty, and an attempt will be
made to put into practise the
Ideals to which we paid in some
cases only lip-service in the past.”

What an opportunity for Amer-
ican Jewry to learn a vital lesson
before it is too late! Or must we
wait for bombs, evacuation of our
own children, and conversions to
wake us up?
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