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What I Found in Sosua
An Eye-Witness Observer Reports on the Newest

Colonization Enterprise

BY MRS. ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN
On the island of the Dominican Republic a new coloniza-

tion scheme is being fostered as the result of an offer by

General Trujillo, its former President. Interest is now fo-

cussed on the colony because of what has been done there

and what is promised. American-Jewish communities are

being asked to provide funds to sustain the project. Mrs.

Archibald Silverman, well-known American-Jewish philan-

thropist and leader, has just returned from an extended

South and Central American tour, including a visit to Sosua.

She here gives her impressions and her predictions.
. . .TheEditor

I have just returned from Sosua, the 55,000-acre colony

in the Dominican Republic which Undersecretary of State
Sumner Welles characterized as an experiment to determine
whether large-scale colonization in the Americas was feas-
ible. The basic nature and purpose of this enterprise has
entered the public domain since the Dominican Republic

Settlement Association, Inc. has launched an appeal to the

Jewish community of America for funds to sustain the pro-

ject.
In Sosua today there are 450

settlers. Carrying out the empha-

sized character of the colonization
project as “non-sectarian,” at
least ten per cent of the settlers
are non-Jews, not taking into ac-
count so-called “non-Aryans.”

This does not include the members

of the staff.
Created as a non-profit organi-

zation for the purpose of bringing
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in permanent settlers who will
prove useful to the Dominican Re-
public, on the basis of an agree-

ment with the Republic entered
into on January 30, 1940, Dorsa
(Dominican Republic Settlement
Association) has insisted that only
those who could adjust themselves
to the purposes of the colony could
remain in its fold.

To achieve that end, the colony
is governed by a “homestead plan.”

The settlers live in barracks for
one year. For six months they
learn how to farm, take care of

hens, cows, pigs, and otherwise
adjust themselves to the land. For
another six months they prepare'
the soil, consisting of 2 hectares
of land, which is to become their
own piece of land. During the
period of the first year, in addi-
tion to housing and food, they re-

ceive $3.00 per month for cash re-
quirements.

The settler becomes indebted to
the colony immediately on his ar-
rival, even before his homestead
is secured, being given linens,
work clothes and similar equip-
ment. It is understood that the
settler cannot leave the colony
until his indebtedness is fully
paid.

One of the bulletins published
for the settlers in Sosua declares
that “in veiw of the fact that at
the Evian Conference the Domin-
ican Republic was the only state
prepared to accept immigrants,
the Jews of the entire world must

i accept the responsibility of mak-
ing a success of this undertak-

jing.”
I The first question that raises
itself is this: how long will
American Jewry permit a few
private individual Jews, acting
solely for themselves, to undertake

I schemes and make contracts with
'governments, which schemes they

j subsequently turn over to the en-
! tire Jewish community to honor
and to maintain.

The second question is: have
Jews a right, in the face of the
miserably inadequate resources at
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their disposal and the swelling
number of those who need assist-
ance, to appeal for funds to the
Jewish community as such for
non-sectarian colonization enter-
prises—particularly when what is
at stake is the survival of the
Jews as a people, and not merely
their existence as individuals?

The third question is: consider-
ing the climatic conditions, the
special governmental background
and the Jewish problem involved,
should the Jewish people—and not
merely individual Jews—finance
this uncertain experiment in Cen-
tral America ?

Mr. David Schweitzer, Director
of Sosua, tried to disarm me by
saying: “Do not compare this
colonization project with Palestine.
Here we are working to create an
existence; there you are working
to create a Jewish homeland.”
And again: “Our colonization is
non-sectarian.”

Despite the fact that on paper
it makes sense to say that regard-
less of any objections in principle,
450 human beings were “saved” by
being placed in tropical Sosua, yet
we, as Jews, must take into con-
sideration certain values which
transcend mere statistics.

HISTORY OF JEWISH
COLONIZATION

The history of previous Jewish
colonization enterprises has its
bearing on the Sosua adventure.
I, for instance, was opposed to
the idea of Jews being brought out
of Russia in 1891 by Baron de
Hirsch, who without asking them
where they wanted to go settled
them in the wilds of the Argen-
tine! Although this project did
not prove the success it might
and should have been, considering
the millions of dollars available-
statistics proving that for every
Jew remaining on the land today
three have left—yet in all fairness
it must be said that Baron de
Hirsch was concerned with the
creation of Jewish colonies, where
the Jewish spirit might be devel-
oped.

The ill-fated program of Jewish
colonization in the Russian Crimea,
started in 1925, was predicted to
be a failure, even though the same
arbitrary, high-handed methods of
Jewish wealth in America forced
the scheme upon public consider-
ation. But even this scheme, im-
practical as it proved to be, was
definitely intended to help poor
Jews settle on the soil, there to
create Jewish colonies.

Again in 1935, despite the fiasco
of Crimea, these same “colonizing
experts,” dominated then as they
are today by only two principles
as regards Jewish life—cold phil-
anthropy and feverish anti-Zion-
ism—again ignored the work that
was going forward in Palestine
and prajected still another coloni-
zation project, still another “sure,
Jew-saving haven”—Biro Bidjan.
Here, too, opposition was over-
ridden as being malicious or unin-
formed. But unsuccessful as Biro-
Bidjan proved to be, it must be
admitted that it too was intended
from the beginning as a Jewish
enterprise, that it too aimed to
create a Jewish settlement.

! But the very foundations of
.Sosua are based on an entirely
different premise. Never before
in Jewish life have so-called Jew-
ish leaders so brazenly dared to
appear before the Jewish world—-
after they personally had made all
the commitments and the prom-
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