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What Are We Fighting For?
As Americans we are committed with our resources and

Ives to the winning of the war. But as we fight we must
ie sure that what peace will bring is the goal for which our
reasure and our blood will have been shed.

Did Anthony Eden, Foreign Minister of Great Britain,
peak for the twenty-six United Nations, when, on his re-

urn from Moscow, he delivered a world-wide radio address
n London during which he said. “The trouble with Hitler
ras not that he was a Nazi at home; the trouble with him
¦/as that he would not stay at home?”

Can it be that when the democracies shall have won,
ach nation shall have the right to violate the “four free-
oms” for whch millions of people will have paid with their
ves? Will Great Britain cease the firing of guns when
litler gives his pledge that he will be satisfied just to de-
troy the Jews within his own borders, to eliminate the
nions of his own towns, to suppress the religion of his own
hurches, to prevent the free spech of his own citizens?

There are some—especially Jews —who say that with
Jreat Britain engaged in a war for existence no one has the
ight to raise his voice in doubt or criticism. No people
an fight with full-hearted valor if it has no faith in the
lattle which it is waging. The Italians seem to be the best
lemonstration of that. If the war is to restore to power
hat spirit in Great Britain which was successively respon-
se—without resistance—for the seizure of Manchukuo,
he invasion of Ethiopia, the remilitarization of the Rhine-
and, and the “peace” of Munich then we shall be back, not
nerely to the point before the war, but even beyond that,

•'or the high hopes of men will have been too bitterly blast-
id to permit of any reasoned attempt to start the process
>f civilized fellowship all over again.

We hope that our President—the conscience of man-
;ind today—?will suggest to Mr. Eden that he makes our
ommon task harder—now and in the future.
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ALA, FOR UNITY

Weather permitting, Zionist
President Chaim Weizmann will
be in the United States before the
end of January. Strange that it
should be the non-Zionists and not
so much certain Zionists who are
anxious for the brilliant chemist-
leader to visit these shores . . .

Kudos for the remarriage of the
partners in the United Jewish Ap-
peal is being given to shy-spoken
David Watchmaker of Boston,
who’s been making a name for
himself for diplomacy and mod-
esty, rare virtues these days . . .

The remarriage is said to be
streamlined, for as soon as the
knot was tied the spouses—aU
three of them, JDC, UPA and
NRS—went in separate directions,
each to teU of his—or is it her?—
virtues to separate audiences . . .

The Council of Federations, hav-
ing enjoyed pretty good success
with the United Jewish Appeal, is
reported to be trying the shadchan
role for another betrothal, this
time to get the American Jewish
Congress and the General Jewish
Council people to kiss and make
up . . . There’s quite a dither a-
bout a full-page ad on a Jewish
Army which appeared in the New
York Times last week Jews got
frightened until their Christian
friends began congratulating them
on their courage ar.d then they be-
gan to smirk and look mighty
proud. But the official Zionists
looked pretty peeved, all because
the Revisionists got up this Jew-
ish Army Committee whose enter-
prise is knocking the spots off the
stodgy old-timers. Funny thing is
the Zionists are getting the credit
for what the outside-boys-looking-
in did.

IN THE NATION’S DEFENSE
Those front-rank playwrights,

George S. Kaufman, Ben Hecht,
Lillian Heilman and Clifford Odets
—all of whom have smash hits
running around the country—have
given their services to the govern-
ment and are rushing out scripts
to tell citizens how to conduct
civilian defense and to tell the
doughboys what they’re fighting
for. Their films will soon be in
your neighborhood theatre . . . It’s
no easy job that Maxwell Rabb of
Boston has taken as secretary to
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, who’s
all wrapped up in the defense ef-
fort. Rabb, Harvard Law ’35, has
been with the youthful Massachu-
setts legislator since 1936 . .

.

That was a very nice gift of SSOO
to the Red Cross from Mrs. Elinor
Morgenthau. Did you notice, by
the way, how the Rockefellers
gave $200,000? While some Jews
complained miserably about giv-
ing money abroad, no less an
American than John D. wrote to
Red Cross Chairman Davis: “In
making this contribution we are
happy to be taking part in the
support of an organization which
is doing so much for humanity,
not only in our own country but
in other outlaying areas as well.”
.

. . Orchestra leader Fredric
Fradkin is proud of his son, Rus-
sell. Fred tried to volunteer for
the Spanish-American War, but
enlistment officers ruled him in-
eligible. Now Russell is at Mitch-
ell Field as a member of Uncle
Sam’s air force. A Papa’s am-
bition, realized . . . Sure, Walter
WincThell is keeping up his col-
umn, broadcasts, etc. He may be
working for the Navy but the
Navy knows best and says Walter
has to do everything he did be-
fore plus a four-day-a-week office
stint in uniform—because it’s all
propaganda for the same cause.

ON THE AIR WAVES
That fellow Henry (Hot Lips)

Levine, hot trumpeter for the
“Chamber Music Society of Lower
Basin Street,” who interprets
American swing music as few
others do, was born in London 84
years ago . . . Arthur Tracy, the
“Street Singer,” denies that his
theme song, “Marta,” is his own
composition. He brought it back

from Cuba as one of the unpub-
lished tunes of Moises Simon, com-
poser of “Peanut Vendor.”
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The Palestine Conference

The twentieth anniversary of the passage by both
Houses of Congress of the Resolution endorsing the estab-
lishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine will be
marked at the United Palestine Appeal Conference in Cleve-
land on January 17th and ISth. Zionists and non-Zionists
will meet not only to review what has transpired in Pales-
tine during that perod but to consider what American Jews
may do—in terms of moral and material support—to en-
courage and sustain the Yishuv.

While some Jews, basically insecure, ask questions a-
bout their relative obligations as Jew's and Americans— as
though any true American has ever challenged the validity
of both—outstanding Christians will be speaking at Cleve-
land to remind Jews of their heritage in the Jewish home-
land and to pay trbute to the pioneers w’ho have demon-
strated th capacity of the Jewish people for constructive
achievement in an era of barbaric destructiveness. Prof.
William F. Albright, one of the great Christian scholars of
our time, Professor of Semitics at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, will be one of these Christian voices of encouragement
and praise. Another will be Admiral Yates Stirling, Jr.,
former Chief of Staff of the United States Fleet. A third
will be Senator Alben Barkley, Majority Leader of the
Senate, who, in these hours of mighty decisions, neverthe-
less thinks it sufficiently important to associate himself
with a national conference of Jew's to tell them that the two
decades that have passed since the Senate and the House
adopted that resolution have highly vindicated its vision.

To those who have called and to those who will attend
the National Conference for Palestine we extend our greet-
ings, firm in the conviction that they represent the over-
whelming majority of the Jews of America desirous of
strengthening the Jewish homeland in Palestine in these
days of grim vents, when the courage and hope and mili-
tancy must turn the scales against hate and brutality.
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