
He Predicted--
"PEARL HARBOR

The Story of Rear Admiral Taussig, The Jew Who
Missed Commanding The Fleet

BY JACK WEINBERG
The author of this article is a well-known Minneapolis

newspaperman who reminds the world that Pearl ar or

might never have been an American naval disaster if Rear

Admiral Taussig had not been shunted aside as Commander

of the United States Fleet. With America fighting for the

“four freedoms,” it cannot too often be repeated—especially

by illustration—that America, too, sometimes overlooks the

virtues of men because they are Jews.
. . . The Editor

Now retired, Rear Admiral Jo-

seph K. Taussig must be thinking

these days, as he reads the news-

papers, how different the situation
in the Pacific might have been

had the Senate Naval Affairs

Committee listened to his recom-

mendations early in 1940 instead

of rebuking him as an alarmist.

As it is, the Jewish navy man

can take credit for the fact that

the defenses at Pearl Harbor are

stronger than they would have
been had he not testified at the
committee hearing; because it was

only through his efforts that more
money was finally appropriated
for Pearl Harbor.

For it was Admiral Taussig who

predicted the Pearl Harbor attack.

In the spring of 1940 he warned
that the Japanese sought virtual

domination of the Far East and

would even go to war to attain

their aim.
The repercussions from that

warning were many. Even Presi-

dent Roosevelt, whose disfavor

Taussig had incurred, threatened
to furlough the Admiral at half

pay, only to be dissuaded by

I Admirals Stark and Nimitz, who
'opposed any discipline. Stark and
Nimitz must have known then, as
the entire country knows today,

that Taussig was right. His views
were the private opinions of prac-
tically every officer in the Navy.

In his testimony before the
committee, Taussig—whose father
before him, Edward David Taussig,
scion of a St. Louis Jewish fam-
ily, was a Rear Admiral—urged
the immediate establishment of an
“impregnable” naval base in the
Philippines, the strengthening of
the Navy and agreement with the
English, the Dutch and the French
guaranteeing the safety of the
Pacific.

“We need be under no delusions,”
he warned the Senators, “as to
the aims and policies of Japan.
The pronouncements of her states-
men in answer to protests against
violations of rights of other na-
tions are, of course, worthless.
The real policies of Japan are em-
bodied in the declarations of her
militarists during the past year,
and it is these policies that are

, being carried out.”
First step in this plan by Japan

was the domination of the Far
East, Taussig declared then.

“When there are nations,” the
Admiral continued, “who believe
only in the sword to obtain what
they want from others and are
anxious to use it, peaceably inclin-
ed nations must go to war to de-
fend themselves or accept domi-
nation. Such a situation exists
today and I cannot see how we
can escape being forced into
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J. N. F.’s First Bastion

This is Hittin, in Lower Galilee, first of the 159 agricultural col-

onies-the bastions of Jewish strength and hope in Palestine

established on the land of the Jewish National Fund, which is now

observing its 40th anniversary. A nationwide effort to secure new

resources for a “Land for Victory” program to meet the needs of the

war period and to lay the foundation for the future Jewish Common-

wealth is now in progress in celebration of the anniversary.

The land tract on which Hittin stands was acquired by the Keren

Kayemeth in 1907, five years after the establishment of the Fund

at the Fifth Zionist Congress.
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eventual war by the present trend

of events.”
Today’s headlines from Singa-

pore, the Philippines, Pearl Har-

bor, Batavia, Changsha are tragic

witnesses of the accuracy of

Taussig’s declaration,
j Although he is out of the ser-
vice after a long and honorable
career in the Navy that dates back
to the Boxer rebellion, Admiral
Taussig might have been the in-
strument through which the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor and the
Philippines could have been avoid-
ed.

During his Navy tenure Taussig
was its star pupil and scholar.
Born in 1877 in Dresden, Germany,'
where his father was on duty at
the time, Joseph Knefler Taussig
twice won the Institute of Naval
Affairs gold medal. On eleven
occasions he was decorated for
bravery in action. The study of
the Far East was his specialty.

He served valiantly in World
War I and one of his statements
has become a legend at Annapolis
Naval Academy. In command of
a destroyer squadron, Taussig was
sent to Ireland shortly after
American entry into the conflict.
The crossing was a hazardous one,
with the Atlantic kicking up one
of its toughest storms.

The British, anxious to have the
squadron go into action within at
least a week, asked Taussig how
soon his ships could head for the
North Sea for submarine duty.

“Sir, we are ready now,” is re-
ported to have been Taussig’s re-

! Ply- Actually, he asked for 24
hours to take on oil and water.

Strained feeling between Taus-
sig and Roosevelt dates back to

! the days when the President was
j Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
Taussig joined with the late
Admiral Sims and other Navy of-
ficers in criticizing Secretary of
the Navy Josephus Daniels and his
Assistant Secretary in their pros-
ecution of the war. Following the
Armistice, Taussig even appeared
before a Congressional investigat-
ing committee, testifying that the
Navy Department chiefs had nottaken "adequate steps to provide
personnel necessary for the proper
conduct of the Navy during thewar ”

Roosevelt, then Democraticcandidate for Vice-President, wrotea sharp letter to the Senate NavalAffairs Committee in which hedenied the charges.
Just before Roosevelt became

Pres’dent in 1933, Taussig wasnamed Assistant Chief of NavalOperations, a very high post. Thenavy man went to the Presidentand suggested the latter mightwant to have another man in the
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“Forget it,”Roosevelt told Taus-
new“ b

nßhlmtOCOntl 'Ule ln hiS

In 1936 Taussig was slated to

Stat^ 6 iS or? m^nder °f the UnitedStates F eet. The President’s high-est naval advisers, however, cau-tioned against the wisdom ofnaming a Jewish officer of German descent to the high post regardless of his brilliant record inview of the fact that religious

and racial prejudice had unfortun-
ately been made a world-wide
issue. Instead, Taussig was named

Commander of the Scouting Fleet.
Three years later he was suddenly
given the unimportant post of

Commander of the Fifth Naval
District in Norfolk, Va.—a defi-
nite demotion.

Whether it was this action that
caused him to speak out before
the Senate Naval Affairs Com-
mittee is something only the Ad-
miral himself knows. No doubt
he was chagrined by the relatively
unimportant position he was. given
at the twilight of his long career.

Even though it may have been
anger that prompted him to testi-
fy as he did—and there is no
proof that it was—he dared to say
what every Navy officer knew to
be a fact; what is more, many
members of the State Department
secretly shared the same views.

Had they listened to him, it
might not have been necessary to
“remember Pearl Harbor.”
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