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lIOE BERG: BASEBALL’S
I GOOD-WILL AMBASSADOR

BY AL LURIE
The appointment of a Jewish baseball player as' a

-Good-Will Ambassador” to South America set the sports

world on its ear. Who is Moe Berg? What qualifications

does he have as a diplomat? What sort of person is he?
These questions are entertainingly answered, with a few
anecotes to boot, by A1 Lurie, well known sports commen-
tator

• .
. The Editor

I "Berg without a doubt is the

Lost remarkable man baseball

Ever has known”— Frank Graham,
L the New York Sun.

F "Berg is destined to do a great

|ob for this country. When the

final victory of the United Na-

tions is achieved, I venture that

Efoe’s contribution will outweigh
[hat of any other athlete.” —Tom

Meany, in PM.

[ That’s the tale in an eyecup.
kloe Berg, personable, erudite,
[vise-cracking catcher-coach o f

»he Boston Red Sox, and one of
[he Jewish stars of the diamond
tastime, is now in a position to

¦wield terrific influence for the

democratic cause. He above all

Ethletes has been chosen for a
ticklish diplomatic task which has
[proved beyond the capacity of
bore prominent men.

[ Moe Berg, the walking encyclo-
pedia of baseball, a lawyer, a
graduate of Princeton and Colum-
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bia University, the only man in
the sports or any other world who
can drown out John Kieran of
Information Please and the New
York Times with a superior dis-
play of knowledge, has been ap-
pointed by Nelson Rockefeller, Co-
ordinator of Inter-American Af-
fairs, as "Good-Will Ambassador”
to South America.

Who is this athlete who thinks
he can succeed where polished
statesmen have failed? What has
a baseball player got that diplo-
mats lack? Well, Berg is an ex-
ceptional character. Frank Gra-
ham hit it just right when he
called Moe the most remarkable
man in the game. Berg, first of
all, is a true scholar. That’s
right, a scholar. He speaks nine
languages fluently. These include
French, Spanish, Latin, Yiddish,
Hebrew, Portugese and Japanese.
Os course he also converses in
American.

Moe is a man who has traveled
all over the world. Not only has
he shuttled between the major
and the minor leagues in baseball,
but he has spent time in Japan
(the Japs love baseball and ball-
players), in Europe (mostly in
France, where he attended the
University of Sorbinne) and in
the orient as well. He has seen
as much of the world as any dip-
lomat has. He has come into
contact with the plain people.
And he has studied Axis propa-
ganda in South America with the
thoroughness of an intelligence
officer.

Moe Berg, baseball ‘ player, is
just the man for the job, if one
is interested in his career.

As a diamond star, however,
Moe is more of a comedy. Never
an outstanding player, always a
second-string catcher, except in a
pinch, Moe has been more of a
boon to sports writers than to his
managers. Berg is witty and
realizes his unique position in the
sports world. He is the man with
the education. How he must suf-
fer when he remembers that the
most celebrated phrase in base-
ball, a halting, picturesque quote,
which veers toward illiteracy, was

created only because of him
Berg was a shortstop in 1923,

when he was a young man. Mike
Gonzales, a wise hand at apprais-
ing diamond material, was asked
his opinion of Moe. He answered:
“Good field, no hit.” Translated,

this means that Berg knew how

to handle his position in the field,

but was not much of a batter.
Time has proved Mike a proph-

et. Moe hung around, until Rocke-
feller grabbed him for a more im-

portant work, as a clever catcher.
He never did hit well.

I remember, however, a scene
during a game between the New

York Yankees and the Boston Red

Sox. Moe was wise-cracking in

the bull-pen. I asked him what

he thought of Mose Grove, sched-
uled to pitch for the Hose that af-

ternoon. He answered in a lan-

guage which resembled Polish.
“You’re in New York,” I called.
“Why not speak something we all

understand-” He answered me in

Yiddish. The crowd roared. I

said a few words in Hebrew. He

replied without hesitation. As far

h THRILLING RACES
Nightly Except Sunday

Dec. 27th to April 10th
Ist Race 8:15

JACKSONVILLE
KENNEL CLUB

McDnff Ave* North of Beaver

Admission 25e Free Parking

“WE FEED*THE MjTITITIIDES^
100% Owned and Operated in Jacksonville

Sttper food stores fat ytrar neighborhood to serve yon.

THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY
as I was concerned Berg was a
scholar. That same afternoon he
caught the slants of Lefty Grove,
one of the greatest southpaws in
the game, and got 2-for-2. Trap-
ping him on the way to the show-
ers I asked him if he liked to
play the game which was more
physical than mental, while he
was so clever an individual.

He gave me the same answer
he has given to all sports writers
“I do not want to be known as a
ball player who read a book,” he
said. He was sensitive about his
knowledge and wanted very
much to be considered a baseball
player on his merits on the field.
“Nor,” he continued, “do I want
to be known as a lawyer with a
bat over my shoulder. I practice
law in the winter and play ball
in the summer and I am careful
to keep them apart in my life.
Please don’t write anything about
me.”

Moe, ironically enough, wanted
very badly to be a great catcher.
He often admired Bill Dickey and
Mickey Cochrane. He mentioned
that Harry Danning of the Giants
was a fine athlete. When he talk-
ed to reporters on the baseball
field he seldom mentioned his own
erudition. He was more apt to
admire a brainy play during a hot
moment in the game than a clever
remark in the showers.

Berg was a sensational short-
stop when he was a student at
Princeton. The Brooklyn Dodgers
signed him up and, finding him a
poor batter, shipped him to the
minors. During the years of
1923-1941 he played with Chicago,
Cleveland, Washington and. Bos-
ton. Joe Cronin, Sox leader who
used to manage the Senators,
wanted Moe with him wherever
he went. Moe never played much,
but he coached the youngsters,
told tall tales and was a great
fellow to have around. This is
how he became a catcher: When
he was with the White Sox, the
only catcher on the club split a
finger.

“Can any of you fellows catch?”
snarled the manager.

“I used to think I could,” Moe
said.

“Who told you you couldn’t?”
“My high school coach.”
“Well, if you’d like to try to

prove to me right now that your
high school coach was wrong, I
would be very much obliged to
you.”

And that’s how Moe Berg, big
league catcher, was born.

Now he’s a big league diplomat.
He’s got brains, he’s got the am-
bition and he can talk a blue
streak. Wanna bet he makes the
grade ?
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The Jewish
Quizmaster

BY HARRY GREEN

1. A noted Palestine Jewish
figure was added this month to
the list of leaders of the Yishuv
who have died recently. Although
active in many fields he will be
best remembered, probably, for
one achievement. Who was he?

2. A European monarch was
reported early this month to be on

the verge of abdicating because

the Nazi occupation authorities in
his country were demanding the
introduction of the Nuremberg

laws. Who is he and what coun-

try does he rule?
3. A dispatch carried by the

JTA at the beginning of this

month reported that the Moscow
Jewish Community had been evac-
uated to Tashkent where it had

set up new headquarters. Where

is Tashkent?
4. Recently the Vaad Leumi,

the Jewish National Council in
Palestine, sent greetings to Haile

Selassie, the Ethopian emperor,

congratulating him on the libera-

tion of his country from the Ital-

ians. A message was also sent to

the Jews of Ethiopia. By what
Jewish-sounding title is Haile Se-

lassie also known and what are

the Ethopian Jews called?

5. Peter Gerbrandy, on behalf

of his government, recently issued

a “statement of friendship” to the

Jews, lauding their achievements
in his country. Who is Ger-

brandy ?

(Answers on Page Eight)
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