
Friday, February 13, 1942 THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

A WOMAN’S
WORLD

BY RUTH KARPF

Aside from her charm and beau-
ty, the first thing that strikes one
about Mrs. Alexander Kahn is not
cnly the sincerity but the' depth of
her convictions. Coming from a
family with a socialist, in fact a
socialist revolutionary tradition,
she does her bit in guarding the
heritage. She started way back
when she was just a little girl in
Woodbine, New Jersey, where she
helped in election campaigns in-
stead of playing with her dolls.

Playing with dolls seems to be
a stage in life which she skipped
completely. Coming from Russia
when she was about ten years old,
she helped as soon as she could to
make ends meet at home,
where her orthodox rabbi father
voted for a socialist ticket—which
probably made things still a little
more difficult in the small bur-
geoise Baron de Hirsh Colony. “I
never had the distinction of work-
ing in a factory,” she says with
wistful regret, “but I did odd jobs
in and out of the hous,e until I
got through with school.”

Going a little further into that
getting through with school, Mrs.
Kahn earned her teacher’s creden-
tials when she was 17; taught
night school when she was 16 and
came to New York where she
wanted to teach school at night
and study dramatics during the
day when she was 19. She did
teach for some time at the Edu-
cational Alliance on the East side.
“I taught English to foreigners.
Grownups. There were these great
big boys and I had to teach them;
and I was just a little girl. It
was a rather difficult disciplinary
problem.” But she did it.

When she met her husband in
the same year, the stage lost both
a beautiful and spirited potential
actress.

After that is a long period of
“the very important and full-time
profession of home making.” Mrs.
Kahn has two daughters and a son
and a very attractive and com-
fortable home in Brooklyn com-
plete with a glowing Samovar and
Marx: Das Kapital, Herzl: Der
Judenstaat. In 1935 she went to
Palestine. “Iwas afraid of going
there. I was afraid of spoiling the
picture which I had of The Holy
Land from my orthodox home . . .

But my husband was going to
Europe and from there to Pales-
tine. So I came with him as his
wife.”

“Well, and how did you like it?”
Mrs. Kahn pauses for a monute.

She has to think of how she can
put it drily, logically, as a “state-
ment” should be. But her enthu-
siasm is too deep. “I went mad
about it . . . When I got to Tel
Aviv on a Friday night; all the
shops were closed and people went
to synagogue and said "shabath
shalom” as their greeting; I felt
a glow then the like of which I
had never felt before. I was in an
all-Jewish city.”

“And Jerusalem?”
“The first thing that struck me

about Jerusalem was its fascinat-
ing beauty. I was up on Mount
Scopus, looking down to the desert
and to the Dead Sea. Our chauf-
feur was explaining things to us.
He had been a professional before
he came to Palestine and it was
a very learned discourse. He, his
car, the desert, and Jerusalem be-,

low us illustrated as no words
ever could the miraculous tie of
the Jewish people to this, their
country.”

Her heart and spirit had said
“yes” to Palestine long before her
mind did. “But seeing Palestine

is believing. I went to colonies,

the new ones that were all tents

and spirit; I have never met any-

thing like it. And the old ones,

beautiful Dagania where you al-

ready see what they have done and
what they mean to do. I saw the
Histadruth; worked, both in the
country and in the city and I came
back a convinced Labor Zionist
. . . I didn’t know that at first
though, but when I came back I
found myself continuously talking
about Palestine, so much so that
one of my co-workers at the Rand
School for Social Research said
after a talk I had given that I had
desecrated the Socialist platform.
But I had to tell people about it.
It had been such an overwhelming
experience. So everybody told me
I was a Zionist. When I thought
it over, I decided they, were right;
so I joined the Pioneer Women.

“Iwent to Europe again in 1937,
to the Congress at Zurish as a
delegate of the Pioneer Women.
I had definitely become one of
them.” Mrs. Kahn shows how one
can do one’s duty to America—-
more than one’s duty—and yet not
neglect one’s Zionism even in
wartime. She is an Air Raid
Warden and„ takes a First Aid
Course. She has offered her ser-
vices to the Office of Civilian De-
fense for settlement and interpret-
ing work. She is active in organ-
izing the Women’s Division of the
American Labor Party for de-
fense, and, of course, she takes
part in every phase of the Pioneer
Women’s defense effort. And they
have done a great deal both in
America and in Palestine, in con-
trubutions of money, as well as of
time and service.

Finally, Mrs. Kahn summarizes
her conversion: “Neither assimi-
lation nor the kindness of others
willsolve the Jewish question. It
has not worked in the past, I
doubt if it willin the future. Pal-
estine offers a great hope not only
to the Jews who will settle there,

JEWS In UNIFORM
* BY BEN SAMUEL

FOREIGN EXCHANGE: Hund-

reds of British seamen and ser-

vicemen come to the Jewish Wel-

fare Board Center in Balboa dur-
. _ their stop-overs in the Panama
XJSme. Rabbi Nathan Wit-

kins who is in charge of the

Center, was not too bewildered,

therefore, when he recently re-

ceived a letter stamped with a

Singapore postmark. Sure enough,

it was signed by four British sea-

men. It read:
“Dear Sir,

«You will probably remember

four fellows off an English ship,

calling at your center towards the

end of September, with the object

of changing English money.

“Well, I am writing to thank

you, on behalf of all of us, for the

great kindness you showed to us

on that evening.
“To me, at least, it was the

more surprising as none of 11s

were of the Jewish faith, and we
were, as you no doubt realized,
quite unaware that it was a Jew-

ish Welfare Center, until some

time afterwards.
‘ Your kindness was much ap-

preciated by us all and I can truly
say that all four of us have many
times spoken about you in glow-
ing terms during our passage to
Singapore.

“Itis our earnest wish that the
boys of your center will receive
similar treatment from our own
organizations, should they ever be
in the same predicament as we
were that evening.

“In conclusion may we wish you
and all the boys who visit your
center the very best if luck in the
future.”
STILL ABOVE SEA-LEVEL: Sub-
Lieutenant John G. Levy of Ham-
ilton, Ontario, is Scientific Officer
in the Royal Navy, and one of the
youngest members of the British
navy to serve in that capacity.
This Canadian scientist was one
of twenty young men chosen by
the National Research Council of
Canada for special training in the
operation and maintenance of spe-
cial scientific apparatus. To qual-
ify for the training course a
knowledge of advanced radio was
necessary, and John G. was well
versed in these matters. By the
time the Research Council got a-
round to him, he had developed a
nodding acquaintance with most of
the better tubes and condensers in
the Dominion. He was also a
graduate of the University of To-
ronto.

With nineteen other scientists in
this batch, John completed his
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studies and was loaned to the
British Admiralty, receiving naval
officer status. Two of the group
have lost their lives in action
since then. Sub-Lieutenant Levy,
however, aboard the King
George when it carried Viscount
Halifax to the United States, and
is still on active duty above sea-
level.

Our Film Folks
An immediate result of the All-

American Conference in South
America is the release for show-
ings of a dozen anti-Nazi films
which had previously been banned
i n several southern countries.
Hollywood is rushing Portugese
versions of “The Great Dictator,”
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” and
others. March of Time’s “Peace—-
by Adolf Hitler” is receiving ex-
cellent audience reaction in Buenos
Aires, indicating that the people,
at least, aije anti-Nazi On the
other hand, South America is not
likely to suffer a shortage of
Reich-made propaganda—there are
reported to be about a hundred
Nazi films on hand, freshly deliv-
ered by the far-sighted Japs. And
pro-feuhrer interests are sponsor-
ing a re-run of “Blitzkrieg”to
remind waning Nazis how Ger-
many waged war, B. R. (Before
Russia).

A few movie marathons: B. P.
Schulberg is celebrating his thir-
tieth year in the film business ...

and his current assignment is his
498th production!

Harry Sherman claims a pro-
duction high mark in his 42nd
“Hopalong Cassidy,” a series he
has continuously turned out since
1935.

And Sophie Tucker, reminiscing
over her thirty-five years in show
business, recalls the time when
she was playing a small town in
the South about 1920. She had to
visit a local doctor for treatment
of a sore throat. Eddie Cantor,
also on the vaude bill, entered the
M. D.’s office as she was leaving.
Confided the doctor, “That’s So-
phie Tucker—a coon shouter. Bad
throat ... is she isn’t careful,
this will be her last week of sing-
ing.” Adds Sophie dryly , “That
doctor died twenty years ago . . .

and I’m still singing!”
In the early days when Jesse

Lasky and Sammy Goldwyn were
two young whippersnappers, they
were invited to lunch by Adolph
Zukor, already a success in the
film game. The invitation was a
distinct compliment to them, pnd

the occasion was to celebrate their
first production, “Th e Squaw
Man.” Zukor topped off the lunch
by offering them each one of his
long black cigars that he always
smoked When the “Babes in the
Hollywoods” returned to their ho-
tel room, Sammy said to Jesse,
“We ought to learn how to smoke
cigars*if we’re going to be suc-

cessful in this business.” Jesse
nodded . . . they lit the black
stogies , . . puffed away. Both
became violently ill. Sam has
never touched the weed since, but

Jesse, he says, is a stubborn man

and is still fighting it out!
No wonder Orson Welles devel-

oped Mr. Bernstein as an import-
ant character in “Citizen Kane.”

In Welles’ own life, Dr. Bernstein
was his boyhood guardian and ad-

viser.
Did you know that Arthur Cea-

sar won a bravery medal in the

last war because he offered him-

self as a guinea pig for trench
fever experiments? Now he of-

fered his blood to the Red Cross

. , . but they rejected it ... on

account of the trench fever exper-

iments.

Hebrew University Given Original
Manuscript Os Hebrew Epic
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Shown, left to right, are Ben Aronin, Chicago author of the
Hebrew epic, “The Abramiad,” and Dr. Walter J. Fischel, distin-
guished faculty member of the Hebrew University in Palestine, as
the latter accepted the original parchment manuscript of “The
Abramiad,” pages of which can be seen in the above photograph,
Library of the Chicago College of Jewish Studies, on Tuesday morn-
ing, February 3rd.

but to the Jews who will continue
to be a part of and contribute to
all the nations. It is good to see
Jews with a spade or a rifle. We
don’t want to be ‘ashamed’ or
‘proud’ of our Judaism. We want
to take ourselves for granted at
last, like everybody else.”
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