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“AMERICA”
BY MELVIN SALZMAN

St After ten years of neglect a

¦Tewish conductor will revive a

¦treat American symphony by an

Knallv great Jewish composer.

Feb. 18 in New York City,

Kerald Warburg, conductor of the
Brooklyn Symphony Orches-

¦L W jii lead a performance of

iHgrnest Bloch’s symphony, “Amer-
wta" This performance will be

¦the fulfillment of a long-time de-
Kre on the part of Warburg to

Couse new enthusiasm for the

¦compositions of Bloch, who has

Keen his close friend and adviser.

¦ ¦interestingly enough, another great

¦Jewish musician, the violinist Jo-

¦eph Szigeti, recently included

Kloch’s “Bal Shem” in his current
¦repetoire in an attempt to revive

¦nterest in the Swiss composer’s

¦rorks.
ill In the present time of crisis in
¦nr country a rebirth of the spirit

¦f true Americanism is vital. And
¦loch’s composition, aside from

¦ts artistic worth, is a perfect

¦nedium.
. I Dedicated “to the memory of

¦Abraham Lincoln and Walt Whit-
¦an, whose vision has upheld its
¦inscription,” the composition bears

¦on the title page of the score,
¦these words by Ernest Bloch:

I “The ideals of America are im-
perishable. They embody the fu-
¦ure credo of all mankind; a
¦nion, in common purpose and
¦under willinglyaccepted guidance,
¦of widely diversified races, ulti-
¦nately to become one race, strong
Knd great. But, as Walt Whit-¦an has said: ‘To hold men to-
gether by paper and seal or by
¦ompulsion, is of no account. That
¦only holds men together which
¦ggregates all in a living prin-
¦iple, as the hold of the limbs
Bf the body or the fibres of
¦lants.’ ”

I In a letter to Gerald Warburg

¦from his home in Agate Beach,
¦Oregon, where he now lives, in “a
¦narvelous place, a home, at last—-

|But on the cliff above the ocean,”
¦loch wrote: recently:

jJjll “Now, during the years since
¦he ‘depression,’ and especially in¦ur times, I have felt that ‘Amer-
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ica was needed and could help
stimulate the forces and faith inour country. You have courage
and faith, and I am profoundly
grateful to you and confident thatyou will help the country in pro-
ducing ‘America.’ ’’

* * *

The symphony “America” whichwon a $3,000 prize offered by the
magazine MUSICAL AMERICAin 1928, was unanimously chosenfrom ninety-two scores submittedin that contest—for “the noblespirit of its conception, for the
poetic content of its material, andits masterly design and execution.”Impressively introduced to the na-
tion in 1928 through five simul-
taneous performances by great
symphony orchestras and subse-
quent performances by almostevery major symphony orchestra
throughout the land, the work in-
spired glowing comment from the
press and public at the time. But
because of great difficulties of
performance due to the intricacies
of its composition, only one other
conductor, Serge Koussevitsky, of
the Boston Symphony Orchestra,
has performed it since. Gerald
Warburg’s performance on Febru-
ary 18, willbe the only hearing of
it in . the New York area since
1929.

Olin Downes, writing of “Amer-
ica” in the NEW YORK TIMES
after his second hearing of it,
said, “The most individual pages,
in expression and effect, are those
in which Bloch the prophet curses
the crashness and materialism of
certain phases of American life,
as his ancestral prophets cursed
of old. It is the land that begot
Lincoln and Whitman and not the
land of material prosperity of
which he sings. To those great
spirits his score is dedicated. It
is strewn with quotations from
Whitman.”

* * *

Although Gerald Warburg has
followed in his father’s footsteps
'by devoting much time and effort
to philanthropic causes, his first
love is music and it has absorbed
him since he was a very small
child. After intensive musical
training and many years of ap-
pearance as a solo cellist and with
chamber music groups, he made
his debut as a conductor several
years ago. His leadership of the
Brooklyn Symphony Orchestra is
the outgrowth of his highly suc-
cessful series of concerts for
young people at the Brooklyn j
Academy of Music. In this series
he conducted the New York Phil-
harmonic-Chamber Music Orches-
tra and served as commentator,
adding delightfully informal pro-
gram information which charmed
his young listeners. Last summer
Warburg was invited to help form
a new symphony orchestra at the
Institute of Arts and Sciences.

Participating in Warburg’s per-
formance of Bloch’s “America”
will be a chorus of sixty high
school pupils who sing the anthem
“America” which concludes the
work. The Anthem symbolizes
the destiny, the mission of Amer-
ica. It is the hope of the com-
poser that this anthem will be-
come known and beloved; that au-
diences hearing it will rise to
sing it, becoming thus an active
and enthusiastic part of the work
and its message of faith and hope.
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ORGANIZED ANTI-SEMITISM
IN AMERICA

This book by Dr. Donald Strong
is unfortunately, although accur-
ately named. Its title, more likely
than not will induce people who
“just don’t like Jews” to steer
clear of it—and those are the ones
who should read it . . . For the
book is not so much a study of
anti-Semitism in America as it is
a study of incipient fascism here—-
and the people who need its mes-
sage most will be scared off by
the book’s title.

This isn’t another “Defense of
the Jew” book. This is an expose
of Americans making dupes of

J themselves by falling for the pat-
ter of organized hate-spreaders ...

This is an expose of the corner-
stone-laying for a Nazi confeder-
ation of states to replace the U.

.S.
Hitler’s propagandizing of Ger-

many and the world is not the
carrying out of a haphazard plan
... It follows a well-conceived
technique which takes into consid-
eration all the foibies of man, his
gulliability and psychological
quirks . . . Hitler appealed to the
process of frustration, displace-

[ ment and anxiety . . . And his dis-
! ciples in America are following
the same strategy, according to

•Dr. Strong’s analysis of 11 of the
121 fascist organizations in this
country.

1 Practically all American fascist
groups are anti-Semitic—not be-
cause they hate Jews individually
as much as they find the small
group as a whole a swell scape-
goat just the same as Hitler did
for his own ends, Dr. Strong
shows.

! Dr. Strong gives the history of
each of the 11 organizations treat-
ed in his book; he names names,
sources of income, details of ac-
tivities, lists of publications . . .

Despite the factual and carefully
documented statistical data, the
book is so interestingly written
that we find it as thrilling as a
piece of detective fiction—and as
hard to lay down after once start-
ing to read. “Organized Anti-
Semitism in America” will prove
an eye-opener for those who still
insist that “It Can’t Happen
Here.”

i

DEMOCRACY IN AMERICAN
LIFE

“Democracy in American Life”
by Avery Craven (University of
Chicago Press) is one of the Uni-
versity of Chicago’s Walgreen
Foundation Lecture series ... It
is a companion book to Charles
E. Merrian’s “What Is Democ-
racy?”—another in the Walgreen
foundation series.

“Democracy in American Life”
is a vivid picture by Professor
Avery Craven of democracy as a
tool in the hands of such men as
Jackson, Lincoln and Bryan, used
for different ends.

What democracy we have had,
he says, has seldom been of our
own choosing but rather the result
of such factors as our isolation,
the demands of the frontier, the
dominance of an agricultural cul-
ture, and its collapse .

. . Jeffer-
son ianism always has been the
true democracy, he feels, and it
has thrived on discontent and re-
curring hard times. •

Professor Craven, who teaches
American history at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, is probably one of
the most able men to interpret
what democracy meant to its
founders and what it has meant
to- each succeeding generation.

There have been many turbulent
years in America since that early
time when the democratic theory
was borrowed from European lib-'
erals and adapted to a frontier
way of life .

.
. There are more

turbulent years to come . . . We
may not know what is coming but
at least, when we have finished
Professor Cravey’s book, we know

what we have had in the line of
democracy.
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