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Hitler doesn’t like the Bible
and perhaps the part of it which
he likes least of all are those
chapters of Exodus w’hich form
the basis for our Passover Festi-
val, recalling the emancipation of
a people which took place long,

long ago.
It took place at the beginning

of spring and this makes Hitler
more uncomfortable, for he has
been looking forward to this
spring as a time for regaining
lost laurels.

A people arose and rebelled a-
gainst a tyranny like that of his,

and you remember, the Bible tells
us that their leader brought many
plagues against the Egyptians,
“but the Lord hardened the heart
of Pharaoh.” for the Lord wanted
to bring about his complete de-
struction The Lord “hardened
Hitler's heart” too. Russia has
dealt him mighty blows. The en-
trance of the United States into
the war is another mighty blow
to him, but “the Lord hardened
his heart.”

It is strange how the figure of
the man who led this people in its
fight for freedom has loomed
through the ages. One might
imagine that the Tyrant of that
day. the Hitler of that day, too
might be a subject of lasting in-
terest. But his identity is clouded
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in a fog and what is more there
is little speculation, little interest
in him. It is this man, Moses,
who intrigues us. He intrigues
intellectuals, of the most diverse
types, from a man like Henry
George whose first serious work
was an appreciation of Moses to
a man like Freud and a Heinrich
Heinie who, though entirely loos-

; ed from dogma and religious ties,
1 talks of Moses standing on Mount
Sinai making the mountain seem
small by comparison with him.

What was Moses like?
A rather strange and almost

fantastic figure and yet a warm,
human personality. Os his child-
hood we know little, except that
seemingly he had been raised by
an Egyptian princess. The first
spark that seems to connote a
flesh and blood reality is when he
is walking along the roads and
sees an Egyptian maltreating a

,Jew. Moses overcome by wrath

enters the melee. We can imag-
ine how he feels. He knows the
history of the Jews of Egypt. He

l knows how they came into the
¦ land and how some of them rose
to positions of power, how Joseph
had been a prime minister. He
knows how later demagogues a-
rose to attack the Jews, saying
that they were a pastoral people
but didn’t worship cattle. Mc-
Williamses and Coughlins of Egypt
arose and said that people who
didn’t fall prostrate and do obeis-
ance before a cow or rattlesnake
were not good Egyptian citizens.
And the movement against the
Jews grew and various edicts
were passed against them. We
will enslave and exterminate
them, they said, and one law was
passed that every male child that
was born to Jews was to be toss-
ed into the Nile. And those males
who had arrived at maturity were
put to work making bricks and
building pyramids.

Moses himself had been shield-
ed from all this and there is no
evidence of any Jewish chauvin-
ism in him at all. He marries
outside of his people and freely
accepts counsel from Egyptian
non-Jews. Nay more, he appears
to have had a great following a-

j m°ng Egyptian non-Jews, for the
I Bible tells us that when the Jews
went forth out of Egypt, an “erev
rab” or great multitude of non-
Egyptians went along with them.He was, we can see, a great social
leader who raised his voice for
the freedom of all and for all the
freedoms. Freedom from en-
slavement by man and freedom
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“FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH THEE”
(Isaiah-43*5) A Passover Drawing by Allen Simon

The thrilling story of the exodus of the children of Israel out of the house of bondage toward the promised land
is especially appropriate this Passover season, as the forces of civilization, led for America by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, aim at the overthrow of the forces of evil.

from enslavement by false ideas
and false ideals. Now' dejected he
becomes dropping and breaking
the tablets of the Ten Command-
ments, when he comes down from
the mountain to find the Jews
bowing and offering adoration be-
fore a Golden Calf. Moses knew
that we are created by the way
we conceive our Creator, that if
w'e worship Golden Calves we be-
come Golden Calves.

He must have mystified Phar-
(Continued on page Eight)
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