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A Controveriial Author Describes His
Life And Views

I CHALLENGE THE APPEASERS

BY LAWRENCE LIPTON

A storm of controversy, in book columns and among

Jews, has swept over “Brother, The Laugh Is Bitter,” a

novel by Lawrence Lipton, former illustrator and English-

Jewish editor now in Hollywood. Leading critics have hail-

ed the book as an admirable study of Jewish life, while some

Jews have branded it a distorted picture. One orgaritzation
even went to the extent of trying to get the book stopped.

Mr. Lipton here describes the highlights of his life and closes
with a statement of his views, the inevitable product of life.
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. The Editor

I was born twice-
The first time was in the city

of Lodz, Poland, in 1898. The
second time was in the city of
Chicago, U. S. A., in 1908, ten
years later.

After the age of five, when I
made the long land and sea voy-
age with my mother, sister and
brother to St. Louis, Mo. (my

father was already in America), I
can remember nothing till the
first time when, at the age of ten,
hazy memories begin to fade in
for the first time, the way others
remember their first three or four
years. I imagine—like a picture
coming into focus on a screen. Or
like blinking out of a deep sleep
into semi-wakefulness.

Half-orphaned at the age of
fourteen by the death of my
father and compelled to work for
a living from then on; forced to
fight a running battle against
time for my education —times
stolen from sleep, from play, from
work, and consequently from
food very often —and lacking the
kind of life continuity and inte-
grated personality that gives a
man a firm sense of purpose and
direction, my life has. until now,
been as saw-toothed and circuit-
ous as the Burma Road. Even to
the bombings: disaster has come
down on it more than once with
explosive effect, and left some
shell holes that have never been
filled in.

After several years as an artist,
self-taught, during which I acquir-
ed sufficient skill to compete in an
international contest to illustrate
the Haggadah. I won the award,
against some very celebrated art-
ists who were more skilled and
more talented but less lucky than
I—and, having completed this
commission successfully, and find-
ing myself offered commissions on
every hand, I promptly abandoned
the career of the artist forever.
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Later, a regular contributor to
the Sunday feature section of the
New York Forward, English sec-
tion, and editor of an English-
Jewish weekly, I tossed that a-

,way too, to leap into the job of
publicity director of one of the
three biggest movie palaces in
America.

And again, well launched in this
very lucrative field, and having
risen in less than a year to one of
the half dozen top publicity jobs in
the country, I once more abandon-
ed a career in full bloom —this
time for the art of writing.

And—back again to editing.
And publishing. And back to pub-
licity again. And writing with
“publicity on the side.” And pub-
licity with “writing on the side.”

Tillthe time came When a com-
bination of circumstances led me
to give birth at last to the book
that had been gnawing at my
vitals all these years.

It may be that “Brother, The
Laugh Is Bitter” is the beginning
of another attempt (and, I hope, a
finally successful one) to find the
meaning, the purpose, the integra-
tion that my life has lacked till
now. A kind of analytical cath-
arsis touched off by a return to
the primal scene. Bringing the
blurred picture of my life into fo-
cus at last.
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Just as the England of Cham-

berlain had its appeasers and the
America of pre-Pearl Harbor days
had its isolationists, so the Jews
both here and abroad, have always
had and still have their appeasers
and their isolationists.

Our appeasers are those who
would have us meet the onslaughts
of anti-Semitism with the sweet
reasonableness of polite letters
and Good-Will dinners—which
everybody attends except the anti-
Semites. They are the “Leaders”
who follow the head-in-the-sand
policy of the "invisible Jews.”

t “Tell it not in Gath, publish it
not in Ashkelon” is their motto
and their “strategy.” They in-
vented the “Gentile Front." Under
their leadership we Jews have suf-
fered more than one Munich.

In England and America the
Chamberlains and the Wheelers
have now been thrown out of
power and replaced by the

; Churchills and Roosevelts. But
among us Jews the appeasers and
the isolationists are still in the
saddle. A Jew has only to lift up

I his head and take an American, a
self-respecting attitude towards
anti-Semitism and the anti-
Semites to feel the heavy hand of
the “official” shush policy. Even
such an organization as the Anti-
Defamation League, which was
set up years ago for the express
purpose of coping with anti-
Semitism. is so hobbled by the ap-

j peasement tactics of its officials
and backers that its ineffectuai
efforts have left wide areas of
anti-Semitic activity open to the
anti-Semites in this country.

! In the economic field this has
, resulted in widespread discrimina-

-4 tion against the employment of
Jews in industry and trade, both
in employment and in business
practice. The same has been true
in the professions. In the social

. field the “Gentiles Only” sign is
* eloquent testimony of the failure
,of the hush-hush policy. In the
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field of journalism and literature
the hand of appeasement has fall-
en heavily on every Jewish writer
who has ever dared to stand up
and talk back to the anti-Semites
in language they can understand.
In fact, the only strong language

i the appeasers ever use is against
'Jewish writers who have taken a
straight-from-the-shoulder attitude

: toward anti-Semitism. In such an
attitude these head-in-the-sand
“diplomats” can see only a chal-
lenge to their own policies.

That the vast majority of the
Jewish people of this country and.
indeed, the world over, no longer
support such “leadership” is evi-
dent to anybody who has kept his
ears and eyes open to what Jews
are saying and doing everywhere
today. In that conviction I wrote
my novel “Brother. The Laugh Is
Bitter,” and the reception the
book has received at the hands of
most Gentile readers confirms me
in my conviction that tne Ameri-
can Gentile, who has always been
on the side of the under dog, is
on his side only when he goes un-
der fighting. And the letters that
have come to me from Jews, both
Jewish authors and Jews in every
walk of life who have read the
book, confirm my belief that the
hush-hush policy of the appeasers
is now held in contempt by the
vast majority of Jews in this
country.

The fact that my novel openly
challenges the hush-hush appease-
ment policy is sufficient grounds
in itself to provoke an attack by
the Anti-Defamation League. Sure-
ly today, when all the forces of
good in the world are united in
the fight against Fascism and its
most brutal weapon, anti-Semit-

| ism—surely this time of all times
is the right time for the Jews of
this country and of the world to
fight back against anti-Semitism

'and to do it without pulling any
! punches.

For my part, I hold that Fasc-
ism is where you find it: on the

' home front or on the battlefield,
in the stores, shops and offices of
our own cities, on our streets, as
well as in the skies over Berlin
and Tokyo. And I, for one, mean
to go on fighting Fascist anti-
Semitism, in whatever quarter I
find it, with the weapon of imag-

I inative fiction or any other weap-
on that I am capable of wielding,
Jewish Appeasers and Gentile Ap-
peasers notwithstanding. This
stand, I am sure, the vast major-
ity of the Jewish public of Amer-
ica will approve.
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America Needs Welders
SHIPS—Are Deing sunk, they must
be replaced or repaired at once. ;
YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS ELEC-
TRIC WELDERS. You can serve
the United States in shipyards as
well as with the armed forces.
All shipbuilding is on a 24-hour
working basis. Do your part for

| National Defense and earn high
wages now

LEARN

ELECTRIC ARC WELDING
The largest and finest equipped
private welding school in the
Southeast. Acclaimed by leading
welding engineers, is now offering
a guaranteed course which you
can arrange to finance to suit
your convenience.

WITHOUT COST
OUR SPECIAL FEATURES
Certified instructions, free place-
ment service, low cost. Heavy
duty streamline equipment. Free
aptitude test and welding lesson.

SOUTHERN INSTITUTE OF
WELDING, INC.

508 MacDuff Ph. 2-3616, 2-9276
Open Days, Nights and Sundays

DR. LOUIS LEVITSKY

New York, N. Y.—The estab-
lishment of an international auth-
ority, functioning through a Fed-

eral Union to which each constit-
uent nation shall delegate an ade-
quate portion of its soverignty,
for the exercise of whatever legis-
lative, judicial and executive pow-
ers may be necessary to regulate
international relations in the com-
mon interests of humanity in the
post-war world, was endorsed at
the final session of the Rabbinical
Assembly convention which ended
here on July 7.

While the abuses of nationalism
were decried, the right of the Jew-
ish people to Palestine as its nat-
ional home was reaffirmed, to in-
clude migration to Palestine and
the establishment there of a Jew-
ish commonwealth at such time as
Palestine shall, by virtue of a pop-
ulation in which the Jews shall
constitute a majority, become a de
facto as well as a de jure Jewish
National Home. This Jewish
commonwealth should then be-
come a member nation of the
Federal Union. For the Arab pop-
ulation, the right of either living
in one of their own national
states, or of enjoying full personal
and group rights wherever else,
including Palestine, they may
choose to reside, was upheld in
the resolution concerning world
peace and the Jewish future. The
creation of a Jewish fighting
force to defend Palestine and the
Near East, under the command of
the United Nations, was also sup-
ported.

The resolutions brought to a
close the three day sessions of the
Assembly’s forty-second annual
convention, in which most of the
Seminary’s three hundred alumni
participated. Dr. Louis M. Levit-
sky of Temple Oheb Shalm, New-
ark, N. J., was elected President
of the Assembly, to succeed Rabbi
Leon S. Lang of Beth El Congre-
gation in Philadelphia.
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Dry Cleaner?

and Shoe Repairers
LAUNDRY

Ph. 9-4112 1962 San Mare*
Head to Foot

One Stop Shop

Friday, July 10, i942
RENT A Late Model

CAR OR TRUCK
Low Rates. By Mile, Day or Week

DRIVE YOURSELF
U-DRIYE AUTOS, INC.

Pearl A Monroe Sts. Ph. 5.74^

For Complete Service atMinimum Cost
General

Exterminating Company
Exterminating - Fumigating

Termite Proofing
8

418 Park St. Phone 5-3312

SMITH AUTO PAINT
& BODY WORKS

Auto Painting
Body and Fender Work

Seat Covers and Tops

We Repaint Metal Furniture
of All Kinds

Ph. 3-2418 Cor. 6th A Main

In Jacksonville It’s

Ernie’s
BAR GRILL

602-604 Main St.
Our Grill Open Every Night

Until 1:00 A. M.
We Specialize in

Sandwiches and Delicious
Steak Dinners

Park Free While Yea Setae!
the Latest Style of—

WALL PATER
Reasonable Cost

Metropolitan
Wall Paper

Store
14H Its* ltd?* Street

Telephone 1-2389

Herman
Jackson

DRY CLEANERS
1891 San Marco Blvd.

| French Cleaners Furriers
Cold Storage

j FOR DELIVERY SERVICE
Phone 9-1653
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LAMAR
HOTEL

lOO ROOMS
Room and Bath

from $1.50
Room - Running Water

$1.25
411 W. CENTRAL
ORLANDO, FLA.

THERE’S ALWAYS A GOOD SHOW ...

AT

the following THEATRES
•

FLORIDA : ARCADE : EMPRESS
PALACE : CAPITOL

SAN MARCO : ROXY
—: IMPERIAL

BRENTWOOD : FAIRFAX
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