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Tisha B’Ab is the day of the destruction of Jerusalem,
Licit amounts in substance to the day of the Jews’ expulsion

¦om their homeland. Tisha B’Ab is also the day on which
Ke Jews were expelled from Spain. It also happens to be the
Ey onl which Columbus set out on his voyage which lead to

Ke discovery of a new world.
¦Columbus begins his journal of

L voyage by saying that on the

ly on which the Jews were order-

¦ to depart from Spain, on that

bie day he sailed from the Span-

K harbor.
¦We can well imagine what must

Ive been the feelings of the Jews,

Eo thousand years ago, when
ley saw that the enemy had tri
Inphed in their native land and

|at they must become refugees

Ed wanderers to unknown lands,

¦any undoubtedly wrung their
bids, saying: "It is the end.”

fAnd in Tisha B’Ab in 1492 when

lie Jews had to quit Spain, the

ly must have been the same. We

In visualize the scene. All Spain—
Et only the Jews of Spain—was a-
Eg on that Tisha B’Ab. Two very

gnificant events were taking
ace that day: the Jews were go-
g on a trip, and Columbus was

oing on a trip. It is probable that
E the two events the departure

f the Jews was more talked a-
out among the Spaniards general-

r. They had been an important
ement of the population, quan-
tatively and qualitatively. And
lere was even a material con-
deration that made the Jews’ de-
arture of interest to the mass of
Ipaniards, for the Government
ad allowed those seizing Jewish
olding a percentage of the loot.

The departure of Columbus, on
he other hand could scarcely have
eceived the same attention. He
ras a theorist who had persuaded
tie government to sponsor a du-
ious adventure. Yet it ,must also
ave been much discussed, and we
lay well imagine that among the
panish Jews there was particular-
s much discussion of the Columb-
tn adventure, for the Jews had
layed a prominent part in furth-
ring the project. It had been a
ew, one of the confidants of Queen
sabella, who retained his post in
er cabinet, even after the expul-
ion, who had persuaded the Queen
fter much hesitancy and first de-
lining to back the project of Col-
mbus.
We may imagine Don Castellar

nd Don Yehuda talking on that
iteful Tisha B’Ab in 1492.
“It is bad,” replied Don Yehuda,
jut let us not say the end.”
"Aye, we go, Don Yehuda, and \

olumbus is off to China, and me-
links, the same illfate must at-
nd both him and ourselves. I
:ar, by the way, Don Yehuda,
at there are a number of our
m Hebrew brethren who are on
s ships. At least, they have noth-
S to lose, Don Yehuda, is it not

“I tell thee,” replied Yehuda,
re are indeed cast upon sad days,
it let us not call it the end, nor,
pray thee, say that it is the end
r Columbus and his voyagers.”

“But do you not know, Don Ye-
huda, that this Columbus has a
fantastic idea? He says that the
world is round, and that he may
find the east by going west. Is that
not a grotesque idea? To find one
thing, you go in the opposite dir-
ection!”

“Nay, nay, Don Castellar. Me-
thinks there indeed lies our great
consolation. Did not our great
Maimonides teach that the earth
was round and if a thing is round,
there is no end. There is no end
and no beginning. Canst thou take
a ball and say, where is the end?
On a rounded object, every part
is a beginning and an end, and the
end is also the beginning.

“Therefore, Don Castellar, I
I don’t despair and hopefully look
to Him, who, as our sages have

! said, is Infinite, that he hath no
| end and no beginning. Verily, Don

jCastellar, I am much intrigued by
i this thought that one may go west
| to find the east.”

We may be quite certain, never-
. theless, that the more literal-
minded saw no gpeat visions, pin-

I ned no great hopes on the depart-
; ure of Columbus taking place the
same day as they were leaving,
notwithstanding the fact that soon
many of the Spanish Jews were to
become pioneers in South Amer-
ica.

We, too, of this generation, in
days equally dark as theirs per-
chance see little of the light “be-
hind the clouds” of the immediate
situation. We see the expulsions
and massacres of the Jews going
on in many Spains today. We see
the enemy again almost at the
gates of Palestine as they were on

Tisha B’Ab two thousand years
ago, and many of us ask ourselves:
“Is it the end?”

But there is no end. The earth

is round. That’s what America
proved to the world.

Tisha B’Ab is a day of mourning

But it is more than that. It teaches

us never to say die. It teaches us

that this is a round world, that

we may even go to the East by

going West, that there is an in-

finite number of ways of achiev-
ing a purpose. Will it be reckoned
blasphemous, therefore, to say

that Tisha B’Ab is also a day of

joy?
_

BIRTHS
Mr. and Mrs. Helman Setzer an-

nounce the birth of a daughter,

on Thursday, July 9, in St. Vin-

cent’s Hospital.

OLD STORY
Arthur Koestler wrote “Dia-

logue with Death,” his new book,

while he was in a Franco prison

in Spain, but his jailers never

knew that the diary they allowed
him to keep was the old double-
talk. Told to write only “nice

things” in his diary, Koestler
says: “I worded it in the style if

Uncle -Bertie - seriously-ill-inform-

Auntie telegram. If at night ten

prisoners were shot, I wrote ‘A-

woke at ten, bad dreams.’
” When

he got out of jail he translated
his diary into normal speech.
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» Musings ?
Mrs. Rose Zim-

merman of Brook-
lyn, N. Y. was a re-
cent visitor here...
She liked Jax so
much that she will
return in the fall to
make it her home..
Congratulations t o

Mrs. Vetta Hornstein of Savannah
for passing her nurses’ aid course
.

. . Glad to hear that Max Weiss
is recouperating from his recent
operation.

.
. and the same for Itz

Greenberg .. . Mollye Nathan
(Mrs. Hyman) and her two little
daughters of Jesup, Ga., are visit-
ors at Neptune Beach at the home
of her mother Mrs. A. Fagan. . .

The Ira Steins are also enjoying
the Beaches this ummer. .

. And
the Herbert Pankens are spending
their vacation there. . . Kathryn
Hackel (Mrs. Carl) and baby son

jwere visitors in Darien. Ga. . . .

[Dave and Arlene Lipson and fam-
ily were recent visitors of the I.
Lipsons in Springfield. .

. Mrs.
Harry Sachs is feeling better after
her recent operation, we hear. . .

Understand that Mrs. Barney
Freedman is visiting in Boston. .

Pat Hackel Glicksteln has a
lovely visitor from Chicago, Mrs.
Mollye Gumberg, who is a house
guest of the Hackels at the Beach
. . . Her husband is stationed with
Capt. Felix Glickstein at Hawaii
. . . And comes word from there
that Felix has been made district
dental surgeon. . .

Congratulations to Sidney Berk
who has just been given his com-
mission as a first Lieutenant
in the Army Air Corps
Morris Berk is spending his va-
cation at Jacksonville Beach, we
see. . .

And speaking of the Beach. . .

if’ taken the spirit of an adven-
ture the dim-out is lots of fun. . .

And then, the city children who
have had a horror of black-outs
learn that they are just natural
things and nothing to be afraid
of. . . And there are a great many
families who have moved out for
the summer. . the Rolnd Krant-
zes, the Sam Wittens. the Harry
Katzes, and the Simons, and many
others whom we have mentioned
from time to time. . .

The Flag has almost become a
community center. . . Seen there
Tuesday night: I Silverberg get-
ting change at the counter . . .

The A. Nabins taking it easy, and
Mrs. Nabin feeling better after her !
recent illness. . . the Morris Wil- j
son taking in the sights. . . Ben j
Stein walking jauntilly along. . . j
Morris Berk and Harry Blair
bowling. . . Mrs. Croft of Miami
Beach liking ours too. . . And her
daughter and son-in-law, the Her-
bert Rosenbergs who are living
here now, bowling with the
Morris J. Moscovitzes. . . We did-
n’t go up into the casino, but there
were probably a host of our breth-
ern trying their luck. . .

Balter-Wilk
Wedding to be

Sunday Event
Miss Adele Balter, daughter of

Mrs. Gusta Balter, will become
the bride Sunday afternoon of
Hans Wilk in a home ceremony

to be held in the brides home at
2130 Gilmore St. Only members of

the immediate family willbe pres-

ent. Rev. B. Safer will officiate.
A reception for friends of the

young couple and the family will

be held at six o’clock. There will

be open house, and everyone wish-
ing to greet the newly-weds are
cordially invited to attend.

Engagements
MINKOVITZ - FRIEDMAN

SYLVANIA, Ga.—Mr. and Mrs.

Hyman Minkovitz announce the

engagement of their only daugh-
ter, Emma, to Morton M. Fried-

man, of Fort Knox, Ky., formerly

of Madison, Ga. The ceremony is

to be a quiet noon affair at the

home of the bride on July 26.

EVENTS OF INTEREST TO MEN IN UNIFORM
Saturday, July 25, 8:00 P. M.—Dance at the Jewish Center Third

and Silver Sts.
Sunday, July 26, 10:00 A. M.-12 Noon—Home Hospitality. For

invitation to dinner call 3-1384, or come to 311 W.
Duval Street.
3:30 P. M.—Movies at the USO Club 311 W. Duval
Street. JWB—YMCA. ;

6 P. M. - 9 P. M.—Open House and Buffet Supper,
Jewish Center 3rd and Silver Sts.

Tuesday, July 28, 6:45 P. M.—Horseback riding party. Group
meets at 311 W. Duval St.

Wednesday, July 29, 8:00 P. M.—Art Class-sketching, JWB,
YMCA, YWCA. 311 W. Duval St.

Thursday, July 30, 8:15 Dance at the Starke Armory.

JEWS In UNIFORM
BY BEN SAMUEL

INDEPENDENCE DAY IN A BOMBER
OVER GERMANY: Staff Sergeant Chester
Davis, of Brooklyn, N. Y. really celebrated July
4th in style this year. He spent the day in a
United States Army bomber, lingering over
German airdromes while the bombs fell.

There was much excitement on President
Street, Brooklyn, the following morning, when
Mrs. Rose Davis opened the newspaper and found
her boy’s name listed with the first group of
American airmen ever to visit Hitler from the
sky of his home continent.

Mrs. Davis remembers her 24-year old son
as a freckled face kid who spent his childhood
brooding about airplanes and building plane
models, until one day his picture landed on the
front page of a New York newspaper, announc-
ing him as the winner of a medal in a model-
building contest. Then after he graduated from
Haaren High School, Manhattan, Chester en-
listed in the Army AirCorps. That was six years

ago. '

“He wanted it,” said his wid-
owed mother, as tears filled her
eyes. “He showed he wanted to do
the right thing so I wasn’t again-
st it.”

Chester’s first big project after
the United States entered the war
was to put through a sl3 phone
call from Spokane, Wash., where
he was stationed at the time, to
his mother in Brooklyn. Following
which Mrs. uavis promptly board-
ed a train to the West Coast. She
spent two wonderful weeks with
him in Spokane. Shortly afterwards
he was sent to Fort Dix, and
thence to England.

The Sergeant’s second letter
since his arrival overseas came a
few weeks ago. In it, he admitted
an attack of homesickness, but
observed that “you can’t beat this
army life.” He also reported that
he is still taking courses and that
“It seems I’m going to spend the
rest of my life going to school.”

According to his brother
Emanuel. Chester’s job during
flights is to take charge if -he
rado, and to maintain contact a-
mong four plane at a time. Chester
by the way, is a married man, and
the father of a 16 months old baby
girl. His wife and daughter live
ini Los Angles.

* * *

FATHER AND SON: Harry
D. Henshel, National Chairman of
the Jewish Welfare Board’s Ath-
letic Committee, and Director of
the New York Y. M. H. A., is now
a Major in tne United States
Army Air Corps. Major Henshel
joins his son, Harry B. Henshel,
who, in the course of a year’s
army service, has won steady pro-
motion from buck private to his
present rank of second lieutenant.

Major Henshel’s civilian career
has ranged from the operation of
a distillery company, to the direc-
tion of a radio station (WOV, iu
New York). He started out as a
law court stenographer. Later he
became the owner of a successful
direct-mall service. He was once
secretary to the President of the
Erie Railroad. •

Henshel helped arrange a cam-

paign, over station WOV recently
the stations huge foreign-ancestry
audience to support the cause of
the United Nations. The Treas-
ury Department made a special
award to WOV in the acknowl-
edgement of the campaign’s suc-
cess.

i

Sports Data
Seymour Greenberg, tennis ace

who keeps on winning, is taking
special work in radio at North-
western University as a member
of the Army Air Corps. His sports
career seems to be over for the
duration. . . Izzy Beilis, who for
years and years has been collect-
ing tennis trophies, won another
when he took the West Jersey’s
open tennis championship. It was
his second title within seven days.
He has too many to list on ten
pages. .

. Benny Isaacs, British
bantamweight, lost a tough bout
to Jim Brady, British Empire ban-
tam king. .

. Danny Bartfield, East
Side lightweight, licked Morris
Reif in a comeback bout. . .

Morris Sigel, Texas wrestling
promoter, has been offering the
grunt-and-groan fans some razzle
dazzle shows. . . Charlie Rose, for
35 years a fight manager and for-
mer featherweight contender, was
eulogized in Ring magazine for his
great work in his field. Decorated
by the American and French
Governments in the last war,
Charlie is seeking service again.
He manages Bill Poland, Jewish
heavy, who will be sketched in a
Lurie column one of these days.
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