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Nameless Soldiers
A writer of a letter to the editor of one of the metro-

politan newspapers raises an interesting question with re-

spect to the identification tags on American soldiers. “It

seems to me,” she Isays, “that the keying of religion on the

identification tags will greatly act to the disadvantage of
the Jewish boys who may have the misfortune of becoming

prisoners of the Nazi bandits. The main purpose of the re-

ligious keying is that proper religious rites will be perform-

ed in the event! of death. Surely, every soldier in the United
States Armies will agree that this keying should be abolish-

ed in the face of the possible added danger to the Jewish
soldiers.”

We are afraid we must disagree. The soldier of Jew-
ish faith who is in the armed services is proud of his Amer-
icanism and ought to be equally proud of his Jewishness.
Any man who starts his military career with fear of what

will happen to him when and if he becomes I, a prisoner is a

liability and not an asset toi the armed forces.
Jews in the American services welcome the opportun-

ity of defending their country against the Axis powers and
of destroying the enemies of the world’s freedom. Their
heroic contributions' to victory are not to be deleted by mak-
ing them a nameless pack of fearful soldiers. Let the
Army continue to identify every Jew. They have no wish
to hide.

Post-War Planners
There is too glib an assumption that we shall win the

war in the discussion of the precise details of the post-war
world. But thought there is a danger of over-confidence,
it must be remembered that there is incentive to the war
spirit in the consideration of the better world that is pre-
sumably being fought for.

Many Jews are taking it for granted that the mere de-
feat of Hitler will set the world aright. The experienced
and the historical-minded are making no such assumptions
but are trying earnestly to formulate programs that will
take into account the needs and the aspirations of the Jews,
as individuals and as a people. Unfortunately, the intel-
ligence that is available is not being applied in concentrated
form. Perhaps that is impossible of achievement, inasmuch
as different groups of Jews visualize different patterns for
the post-war world,, as different classes of Americans have
different conceptions of the future economic society.

How variegated the plans are is illustrated hi the fact
that 'a whole book could be published merely listing the
names and briefly describing the organizations which are
engaged in “Postwar Planning in the United States.” The
volume, issued by the Twentieth Century Fund, includes
scores of organizations, starting with the Agriculture De-
partment and ending with the World Peace Foundation. * A
very impressive group of people constitute the Interbureau
Committee on Post-War Planning of-the Agricultural De-
partment. But this is only one branch of the Government
focussing attention on the problem of peace. The Com-
merce Department, the Federal Reserve Board, the Office
of Government Reports, the State Department, the Treas-
ury Department! are only a few of the Government agencies

which have set up research commissions. In addition, there
''re innumerable private and public organizations collecting

data, making plans, offering suggestions with respect to
the shape of things to come.

Considerin'? t!'e vast 1resources of these other bodies, it
will be recognized how meager are the materials with which
*he Jewish peace institutes are working. To the average

American Jew, it will seem all the more incomprehensible
that our limited resources are scattered in different direc-
tions.
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BETWEEN YOU
AND ME

BY PAUL A. PETERS

BEHIND THE SCENE;. .Don’t
be surprised to learn one of these
days that the U. S. Government is
about to assign Lease-Lend .money
for Jewish self-defense in Pales-
tine . . .- Negotiations on this sub-
ject are now beings conducted with
good chances for a successful con-
clusion . . .- President Roosevelt,
it is understood, has taken a per-
sonal interest in the question of
whether a Jewish Army should be
established in Palestine . . .- After
listening to Zionist and British
arguments, he is stated to have
indicated to Dr. Wei/.mann that
the British arguments merit con-
sideration ...

- At the same time,
the American Consul-General in
Jerusalem, Mr. Pinkerton, asked

. the Jewish Agency office in Pal-
estine this week to submit to him
all available data on the partici-
pation of Palestine Jews in the
British, wan effort . . Mr. Pink-
erton’s report on this subject is
expected in Washington in con-
nection with the possibility of
assigning the Lease-Lend funds.
.

.
.- While sentiments in Wash-

ington are divided on the question
of the creation of a Jewish Army
in Palestine, there seems to be no
opposition to the demand to have
Jews in Palestine armed for self-
defense . .

.- The gravity of the
Jewish position in case of Axis
attack on Palestine is well real-
ized by all who have something

to say in Washington . . ,- Some-
body ought to inform the Commit-
tee for a Jewish Army that the
word “Palestine’’ is misspelled on
the beautiful and expensive bronze
sign hanging on the door of its
Washington office . , The sign
reads: “Committee for a Jewish
Army of Palistenian and Stateless
Jews” . .

-

HERE AND THERE: It was
quite a startling discovery for the
FBI to find lists of names of Jew-
ish officials in the hands of ar-
rested Nazi spies in New York.
.

. .- It seems that one of the
missions of Nazi agents in Amer-
ica it so compile a card system of
Jews serving in government of-
fices and to transmit their names
to the Gestapo in Germany . .

.-

Some six years ago, when I had
trouble with the Gestapo in Ber-
lin, I noticed that the Nazi secret
police were compiling names of
Jewish leaders abroad . . .- That
was when I was summoned to the
Gestapo headquarters to give

“explanations” about my anti-
Nazi dispatches to America . . .-

Accompanied by the American
Consul, Raymond H. Geist, I ap-
peared in the office of the recent-
ly-assassinated Gestapo leader
Heydrich for questioning during
which it became obvious that the
Gestapo keeps a record of Jewish
leaders in America and England.
...

- No one, however, suspected

that the Gestapo was also going
out of its way to compile lists of
Jews in the service of Government
institutions in America . .

.- One
can easily imagine the extent of
the' “Jewsh Who’s Who” compiled

by the Gestapo during the years

of the existence of the Nazi re-

gime, if, as established now by the
FBI, the compilation of Jewish
names in America is still part-
and-parcel of the Nazi espionage
work in the United States at pres-

ent . .
.-

RUSSIAN ECHOES: The for-

mation of a committee to answer

the call of Russian Jewry for
bombers and tanks to the Russian
Army as, a gift of Jews in the
democratic countries is now being

negitiated iW New York . . .- It is

understood that Dr. Chaim Wciz-
mann was approached to serve on
this committee . .

.- Other Zionist
leaders who may serve on this
committee include Judge Morris
Roihenberg . . •- The question of
answering the call of the Jewish
Anti-Fascist Committee in Russia
is also occupying the minds of
other Jewish groups in America
interested in the fate of Russia.
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A “Jewish” Regiment

Sir James Grigg, British Secretary of State for War,
announced in the House of Commons last week the creation
of a Palestine regiment of the British Army, consisting of
an exclusively Jewish and an exclusive Arab battalion.
The method taken would seem to satisfy neither the oppon-
ents nor the proponents of a Jewish Army in Palestine.
Those who have opposed a Jewish Army, beginning with
the Colonial Secretary in London and ending with some
obscure rabbi in Michigan, have contended either that it
would create a “civil war” in Palestine or that it would
establish the Jews as a separate entity—the latter being
deemed undesirable. Could these people be satisfied now
that Jews are “seggregated” into one battalion by the offic-
ial action of the British Government?

On the other hand, the advocates of a Jewish Army
have had concession to them in principle but not in fact.
The British Government admitted through Sir James Grigg
that it was necessary to revise its methods of providing for
the self-defense of Palestine and, accordingly, after almost
three years of being in the war, saw fit to put together the
isolated companies in which Jews had volunteered into a
compact battalion. But it must not be called a “Jewish
Army,” he emphasized.

It is interesting to examine the facts of Palestine re-
cruitment. The British Government stated last week that
at the end of June (the statistics show even sharper con-
trasts for the end of July)* there were 12,000 Jews and 4,800
Arabs serving in the Royal Artillery, the Royal Engineers,
the Palestinian Infantry Companies of the Buffs, the Royal
Air Force, and in Auxiliary services such as the Royal Army
Medical Corps, the Auxiliary Military Pioneers Corps, etc.
Does it never strike anyone to ask why the Arabs, who con-
stitute about twice the Jewish population in Palestine, have
only one third as many in the armed services? Are these
the “loyal” Arabs whose devotion is sought to be considered
by refusing to give to the Jews Palestine—Jews by nation-
ality and having no other nationality—the right to serve in
a Jewish armed force under a Jewish emblem, directed by
the British Army?

Sir James Grigg has admitted indirectly that the Brit-
ish Government has been wrong during the past three
vears. But confession is always better for the soul when
it is outright, frank and unreserved. When will Sir James
announce in Parliament that a Jewish armed force will be
recognized as such?
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