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IT HAPPENED
THIS WEEK

BY MILTON BROWN, JTA ,

THE SOVIET AND PALESTINE
In Palestine, official envoys of

the Soviet appeared and were
warmly received and given a
handsome contribution collected
by the Palestine Jews for the
Russian war effort. There were
gestures of courtesy and friendli-
ness from both sides, with one of
the Soviet envoys even speaking
a little Hebrew to evidence the
new fraternity of spirit.

From Jerusalem, there also
came word this week of the for-
mation of a new Jewish organiza-
tion. It is called Ichud and is
dedicated to obtaining a reap-
proachment between Arab and
Jew. At the head of the organi-
zation are such men as Dr. J. L.
Magnes of the Hebrew University,
long a leading advocate of Jewish-
Arab collaboration and Moshe
Smilansky, a Jewish farmer and
author and noted particularly for
his stories of Arab life. The or-
ganization is to work for a bi-
national Palestine and not merely
for a Jewish Palestine.

The Soviet and Jerusalem em-
brace, Arab and Jew collaborate!
Verily, there is no peace such as
the peace which takes place in
war. The Lion and the Lamb
may yet sit down to that peaceful
session which our prophets of old
have foretold.

THE POPE AND VICHY
There were many more gestures

of brotherly love during the week.
The Pope took occasion to inter-
cede for the French Jews, though
there is no evidence of this inter-
cession having had any effect on
Vichy.

MORE EVIDENCE OF
HUMANITY

In Switzerland, the liberal press
raised its voice to intercede for
the Jews who have been slipping
over the Swiss frontier, to escape
the hell of deportation from
France to the forced labor in coal

I* 1' 1168 Here, it appears that the
intercession did succeed to some
extent, as the Swiss order for the
return of these refugees to France
has been modified.

Capping all the evidences of hu-
manity came a formal statement
from President Roosevelt warning
the Axis nations against atrocities
committed on the civilian popula-
tions. The President served no-
tice on the Hitlers and Himm-
lers. “The United Nations are
going to win this war”, said the
President, “and when the victory
has been achieved, it is the pur-
pose of the Government of the
United States, as I know it is the
purpose of each of the United Na-
tions, to make appropriate use of
the information and evidence in
respect to those barbaric crimes
of the invaders. It seems only
fair that they should have this
Warning that the time will come
when they shall have to stand in
courts of law in the very coun-
tries which they are now oppress-
es and answer for their acts.”

MEXICO AND THE JEWS
Mexico staged a huge protest

meeting this week against the
N&zi massacres of Jews and civil-

generally. Represented at
the meeting were such important
groups as the Government Party,
the Mexican Workers Confedejra-
thm and the Miners Union.
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Jewsh Marines and Sailors In Jerusalem
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British and Jewish marines and sailors parading through the streets of Jerusalem. With the Axis
forces at the gates of Egypt, the Zionist Organization of America has intensified its efforts to help
secure the establishment of separate Jewish fighting force based on Palestine.

Synagogue Council of America Issues
Labor Day Message For First Time

A new Labor Day precedent was
set when the Synagogue Council
of America issued a Labor Day
message addressed to the Jewish
Labor Committee, and through it
to the larger circles of American
Labor. The Jewish Labor Com-
mittee represents organized Jew-
ish Labor in America. The Syn-
agogue Council represents organ-
ized Judaism in America and em-
braces Orthodox, Conservative and

Reform Congregations and Rab-
bis.

The message of the Synagogue
Council addressed by its Presi-

dent, Rabbi Israel Goldstein to

Mr. Adolph Held, Chairman of the
Jewish Labor Committee, states

that “this year particularly, when

our nation is engaged in a crucial

struggle for its life and its way

of life, recognition of the place

and value of American workers in

the defense of our lives and our
liberties will be especially keen.

“Rabbinical organizations i n

America”, the message goes on to

say, “in common with Protestant
and Catholic bodies, have on num-
erous occasions declared views on

the rights of labor which have re-

flected a social consciousness
rooted in Biblical tradition and

American democratic idealism.”
Taking note of Labor Day this

year “as a milestone of progress
in the development of industrial
democracy as part of the Ameri-

can pattern which rejects dicta-
torship of any class”, the message
points out that "The Nazi-Fascist
threat of world domination which
menaces the rights of labor as
well as the rights of religious
worship according to the dictates
of conscience, is our common
peril”.

The Synagogue Council message
urges the observance of Labor
Day this year “as an occasion for
the American people in all walks
of life to dedicate the work of
hand and brain, and the resources
of talent, energy and substance to
America’s part in the war being

waged to the end that civiliza-
tion’s progress shall not be de-
stroyed.

In its response to the Syna-
gogue Council of America, the
Jewish Labor Committee, through

its Chairman, Mr. Adolph Held,

takes note “of the Synagogue

Council’s friendly attitude toward

organized labor and its sincere

desire to contribute to the cause

of social advancement.” “At the

present time,” the statement of

the Jewish Labor Committee con-

tinues, “we are all engaged in a

life and death struggle against

Nazism which destroys all moral

values .
.

. Only in a democratic
country can we look forward to

the survival of freedom and con-

science, of which freedom of re-

ligious worship is an expression.”

British Chief Rabbi To
Broadcast Message To America

Chief .Rabbi Joseph JWJ* - Great
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messa(.'/"on Thursday evening, September 10th, at

«•?> M Eastern War Time, according to an announce-

ment by Dr lsrael Goidstein, President of the Synagogue

Council of wju be ied ovcr the Red

gogu°fCouncil K
Serf UturgicllMusic at the Jewish Institute of Re-

ligion.

French City Made
“Judenrein”

LISBON (JTA) More than
300 Jews committed suicide this
week in unoccupied France as a
result of the round-up of thous-
ands of Jewish families for depor-
tation to Nazi-held eastern terri-
tory, a reliable report reaching
here from Vichy states.

The number of Jewish suicides
is mounting in various parts of
unoccupied France as the mass-
arrests of Jews continue unabat-
ed, the report says. In a number
of cities the entire Jewish popu-
lation has been arrested. In
Rouen, in occupied France, all
Jewish males expelled from the
city while the women were given
14 days notice to leave the city
voluntarily, the report reveals.

The Nazi authorities in Paris,
according to the report, have re-
duced what the border guard on
the demarcation line between oc-
cupied and unoccupied France
and thousands of Jews are cross-

ing into the unoccupied part of
France in the hope that they .will
escape deportation to Poland.
They soon find, however, that in
the “free zone” Jews are likewise
being rounded up for deportation.

The report discloses that in
Paris the Nazi authorities were

forced to use German soldiers to
round-up the Jews after the
French police and officials dis-
played reluctance in carrying out
this distasteful task.

Estimating that 30,000 Jews
have been arrested for deporta-
tion in Paris alone, the report,
which is based on eye-witness de-
scriptions by several Paris Jews

who succeeded in reaching Vichy,

confirms that many Jewish wom-

en threw tßeir children from
windows prior to jumping them-

selves when the German soldiers
invaded their homes to arrest
them.

“The despair of the Jews both

in occupied and unoccupied

France can hardly be described,”

the report says. "They know
that their deportation amounts to

virtual death. A deep feeling of

resentment at the deportations
prevails among many Frenchmen.
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State Lodges of
B’nai B’rith Meet
In Tampa, Sept. 6th

M. G. Rosenberg of Tampa,
chairman of the convention of the
Florida lodges of B’nai B’rith
to meet in this city September 6,
,is doing everything in his power
for the success of the Convention
of state lodges. An elaborate

, program has been arranged.
Sunday evening the Hadassah has
extended a “Dutch” invitation to
a dinner dance. A “Dutch” fish-
ing party has been arranged for
Monday for those who enjoy this
pastime and have the required
identification. Mrs. Jennie Rot-
fort is contemplating a most in-
teresting program for the Ladies’
Auxiliares of the State.

Distinguished military, naval and
civilian guests have been invited to
speak on B’nai B’rith’s War Ser-
vice Program at which time an
Honor Roll of all Florida men now
in service will be unveiled.

The two new Hillel leaders of
Gainesville and Tallahassee will
be present and an opportunity to
become acquainted will be afford-
ed everyone there. District 1 Pres-
ident Emanuel Lewis and Secre-
tary Julius Fisher of the Fifth
District Grand Lodge will address
the assembly. The annual elec-

j tion will conclude the
. session. Louis Ossinsky of Day-
jtona Beach is acting president

i during the illness of David Feld-
man.

Convention and activities of the
day take place at the Tampa Ter-
race Hotel. A get-together has
been, arranged for Saturday even-
ing, September sth, for those who
can attend. Refreshments will be
available.

Jewish Women
Fighting With
Serbian Guerrillas

BERNE (JTA) —Jewish women
are fighting in the ranks of the
Yugoslav guerrillas who continue
to harrass the Axis occupation
forces in Serbia, it was alleged
this week in a Nazi broadcast
from Belgrade.

A number of Jewish women
wearing soldier’s uniforms are a-
mong prisoners captured by the
German occupation forces, the
Belgrade broadcaster stated. He
also claimed that many Jews who
specialized in raiding concentra-
tion camps where Jewish prison-
ers were held have also been
seized.
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| Sept. 12—Rosh Hashonah

| Sept. 22—Yom Kippur »

i
*Observed '' previous day as

| well. All holidays begin at sun-
! down of day preceding that
1 listed abova


