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EGYPT - Another House of Bondage
The Jews Under King Farouk

BY WALTER D. LORBER

Once the people of EJgypt said of their Jews that they
are “too many and too mighty.” It is a slogan which Hit-
ler is trying to fasten upon the credulity of the world. The
cycle of history seems to have turned full circle as a hand-
ful of Jews in Egypt watch the struggle between the Unit-
ed Nations and the Axis invaders for possession of the Nile
delta. What might have been for Americans a distant
scene of battle takes on personal urgency because of the
presence on the Egyptian battle front of great numbers of
American troops, whose guns, tanks and planes are playing
an increasingly important role in the struggle for this cru-
cial sector of the war.

It is possible that Egypt, after
thousands of years, shall once a-
gain become a house of bondage
for the Israelites ? Egypt has
some 75,000 Jews, less than half
of one per cent of the total popu-
lation. These Jews feel the link
to a great history, which began
with Joseph, who became a Prime
Minister; continued in Moses,
thought by some to have been a
son of a daughter of Pharoah;

and which, through the centuries,
has been bound by a thousand ties
to Jewish tradition and develop-
ment, ending with the Jewish in-
dustrialists and financiers of our

own time who have helped trans-
form Egypt into a modern nation.

For a long time, Jews were not
permitted to enter Egypt, a Turk-
ish possession. In modern days
it was Mohammed Ali who, in
need of foreign capital, encourag-

ed the influx of Jews. That was

in the early nineteenth century.
The contribution of Jews to the

growth of the Egypt which is to-

day a prize sought by Germany

and Italy has been written in

countless chapters. Most o f

Egypt’s Jews live in Cairo, Alex- j
andria, Port Said and in the

smaller towns. The overwhelm-
ing bulk were born in the coun-

try and the others found their
way to Egypt from North Africa, ‘
Syria and Palestine. Cairo’s

Jews include some 25,000 Sep-

hardim and 7.000 Karaites, the

largest segment of that Israelitish
sect which believes implicitly in

the Bible but not in the Talmud

and similar post-Biblical writings.

Cairo has some 30,900 Jews alto-

gether. Alexandria has 27,000.
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Cairo have repeated the brief
items which preceded the Jugger-
naut of Hitlerism across the face
of Europe. Jews, mostly those
who had found refuge in Egypt
from Germany and other coun-
tries overrun by Nazism, have
been looking for other places of
refuge. But the native Jews,
sure of their unbreakable link
with the country, are almost as

: confident as the case patrons of
Cairo and Alexandria who danced
and drank whild General Rommel
moved from the Libyan frontier
towards Alexandria.

One can hardly blame the Jews
of Egypt for feeling 50 sure of
themselves, considering the role
which they have played in the
modern history of that land. The
fact that Great Britain is able to
take a stand in the Nile valley is
due entirely to a < Jew.

It will be recalled that it was
Disraeli’s imagination and re-
sourcefulness which put the Suez
Canal into British control and led
eventually to the British Protect-
orate over Egypt. In 1875, when
the Khedive of Egypt was in need
of funds and was prepared to of-
fer his 177,000 shares of the 400,-
000 ordinary shares of the Suez
Canal, Henry Oppenheim, finan-
cier interested in Egypt, passed
on the story. Eventually Disraeli
pushed the deal through, despite
great internal opposition. Corry,
Disraeli’s chief private secretary,
tells the story that it was essen-
tial to give the Khedive the
money before Parliament could
meet. Disraeli sent Corry to New
Court, the Rothschild banking
establishment. Corry told Baron
Lionel de Rothschild that Disraeli
needed 4,000,000 pounds (a huge
sum in those days) “tomorrow.”
With astonishment, Corry records
that Rothschild picked up a mus-
catel grape, ate it, threw out the
skin and asked quietly: “What is
your security?” “The British
Government,” was the reply.
“You shall have it,” was Roths-
child’s instantaneous answer.
That is the origin of Britain’s
power in Egypt and her capacity
to defend India more effectively.

Egyptian Jews Today

The contemporary history of
the treatment of the Jew’s in
Egypt is a bright page—more re-
cently flecked with danger spots.
For the Jews w’ho escaped from
Nazi-held Europe, current events
have been a source of dismay.

Ever since Hitler came to pow-
er, Egypt has been fertile ground
for the fantastic creed of “Aryan-
ism” dressed up as “anti-Jewish-
ness” for the Semitic Arabs. A
group calling itself “Young
Egypt” distributed “Mein KampF’
under Italian direction. Numer-
ous incidents of terrorization a-
gainst Jews occurred at Cairo and
Port Said, with police having to
step in and arrest Arab students.

But it should not be assumed
that anti-Semitism was a creed
fostered by the Egyptian Govern-
ment or permitted to pass un-
challenged by Egyptian citizens.
In 1939 La Riposte, a Cairo paper,
non-Jewish, complaiped to the
Egyptian authorities because of
the wide circulation of the World
Service Bulletin issued by the
Nazis at Erfurt. It was this
same material which Coughlin

and Pelley were circulating in the

United States. La Riposte de-

manded police intervention.

Egypt also has a Section of the
International League against Anti-

Semitism. One of the most in-
teresting indications of the atti-

l tude of the Egyptians was provid-

ed in 1935 when the Government
cooperated with the Jewish com-
munity in arranging a series of
meetings and lectures in honor of
the 800th anniversary celebration

I for Maimonides, pridefully claim-
ed as a citizen of Cairo. Maimin-
ides Street in Cairo dates from
that time, when the Royal Minis-
ter of Education joined with Jews

iin acclaiming Maimonides’ con-
tribution to Egyptian and world
civilization.

Perhaps the foremost figure a-
vmong Egyptian Jews was Joseph

j Cattaui Pasha, who died last
year. One commentator called
him “the modern Joseph of mod-

, ern Egypt.” The great irrigation
systems of Egypt, its modern ho-

„tels, its flourishing sugar industry
owe their origin and strength to
Joseph Cattaui and to his father-
in-law. The huge Misr bank grew
out of the series of financial in-
stitutions they established to mod-

j ernize Egypt’s monetary system.
, Cattaui was the first Jew’ish Cab-
' inet member in modern Egyptian
history, becoming Finance Minis-
ter in 1924. He had served his
country in various capacities be-
fore that, going to London for the
1921 peace talks. In the follow-
ing year he helped frame Egypt’s
liberal constitution and in 1924
was elected a deputy in the newly
created Parliament. He was con-
sidered for the last two decades of
his life the outstanding Jew of
Egypt. A commentary on his
European fame was provided in
1939 by Queen Wilhemina when
she made him a Commander of
the order of Orange Nassau.

Other Jews have been promi-
nent in Egypt’s modern develop-
ment. Its Chief Rabbis have us-
ually been recognized by the gov-
ernment. Thus Yom Tov Israel,
head of the Cairo rabbinate in the
last part of the century, was
named a member of the legislative
assembly by Khedive Ishmial.
In the year when Cattaui became
Finance Minister two other Jews,
Joseph de Picciotto Bey and Haim
Nahoun Effendi, became Senate
members. Such names as those
of the Cattauis, the Rolos, the
Mosseris, the Saurezes, the Har-
raris and the Smouhas have en-
riched the life and development
of the Egyptian people. Agricul-
ture, industry, finance and cul-
ture have known the beneficent
gifts of the Jews in the last sixty
years, during which they have en-
joyed civic equality.

The Jewish life of Egypt used
to be mirrored by a press which
consisted of two weeklies and a
monthly. But in 1937 Kadimah,
the monthly, was forced by the
Government to suspend because of
protests by the German Embassy
at Cairo.

Like most other Jewish com-
munities in the world, there is
also division in Egypt.

The Ashkenazim, Sephardim
and Karaites are sharply divided,
although less so in the last few
years. Each group has its own
synagogues, schools, charitable
organizations and community
councils. The overwhelming ma-
jorityfollow the ancient Orthodox
ritual. One important source of
harmony between the various di-
visions have been the B’nai B’rith
lodges, which have provided a
platform to which all could sub-
scribe. It is noteworthy that in
the last year or two these same
B’nai B’rith lodges have also been
used as entertainment and hospi-
tality centers for the great num-
ber of Jewish soldiers from the
United Nations who have landed
and fought in and for Egypt.

Seven years ago a significant

case was tested in the courts of
Cairo. Umberto Jabes, Italian
Jew living there, sued the German
club for issuing an anti-Semitic
pamphlet. In those days Musso-
lini had not yet begun to parrot
German anti-Semitism. Today the
Jews of Egypt wonder whether
fate will once again transform
this rich land which they have
helped to prosper into a “house of
bondage” and thus bring to a
climax the prophetic case of Um-
berto! Jabes.

Cuba Suspends
Immigration

HAVANA, Cuba (JTA)—The
suspension of all authorizations
issued by the Immigration Depart-
ment for Cuba visas to applicants
in Europe was announced during
the week-end by Dr. Jose A. Mar-
tinez, Minister of State.

The order, which will come as
a blow to many refugees in Eu-
rope who were hoping to emigrate
to Cuba, also provides for the
suspension of all applications for
Cuban citizenship.

NOTICE UNDER THE
FICTITIOUS NAME ACT

The undersigned, desiring to en-
gage in business under the name
of ELITE SHOP, Jacksonville,
Fla., intends to register the said
name with the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Duval County, Flor-
ida. Dated this 14th day of Aug-
ust, 1942.

MORRIS LEIBOVITZ, Owner.

Paint Now!
Call us for reliable painters

and paperhangers

Avondale
Paint Store

3616 St. Johns Ave.

Phone 2-5511

In Jacksonville It’s

Ernie’s
BAR GRILL

602-604 Main St.
Our Grill Open Every Night

Until 1:00 A. M.
We Specialize in

Sandwiches and Delicious
Steak Dinners

RABBI J. M.
FREEDMAN

Calls are accepted through*

oat the state.
110 Bridge St. Phone 5665

St. Aguustine, Florida

ASK YOUR LOCAL Obtainable Everywhere in Florida

KOSHER ZION
„

• SAUSAGE CO. PRODUCTS
“ No More 37th and Normal Ave. Chicaf*

Beef, Pieklsd, Cooked & Smoked Mg>t»

THERE’S ALWAYS A GOOD SHOW ...

AT

the following THEATRES
•

FLORIDA ARCADE : EMPRESS
PALACE : CAPITOL

SAN MARCO : ROXY
—: IMPERIAL

BRENTWOOD :—: FAIRFAX

Friday, September 4,1942

PALESTINE JEWISH SOLDIERS MERE ON SECRET MISSIOIT
DESCRIBE U. P. A. AGRICULTBRAI DEVELOPMENT

Four Palestine Jewish soldiers, members of the Palestine Buffo, ar.

rived in the United States on an undisclosed military mission. Visiting
the headquarters of the United Palestine Appeal, the men described thedevelopment of the U.P.A.-built agricultural settlements in the Jewishhomeland in which they had been farmers before the outbreak of the
war. The Jewish soldiers said that food production was being greatly in.
creased in the Palestine settlements to supply the allied armies now sta-tioned in the Middle East. Shown in the photo pointing out the location
of the colonies from which they came are, from left to right: Pvt, Isaac
Bonah of the colony of Shaar Hagolan in the Jordan Valley ; Sgt. SinaiLeichter of Jerusalem; Pvt. Samuel Schwarz of Tel Aviv and Pvt. IsaacPuttermilk of Ein Hahoresh. Funds for the United Palestine Appeal’s
defense and upbuilding program in Palestine are provided through theUnited Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and Palestine in
which the U.P.A. is represented together with the Joint Distribution Gun-
mittee and National Refugee Service.
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