
A SHIP IMMORTALIZES A MAN
%

The Story Behind The U. S. S. Jeffery

/* * BY JACK WEINBERG
The Bethlehem Steel Company plant at Hingham, Mass,

is now building the U. S. S. Jeffery, the first ship of this
world war named for one of the Jewish sons of America who
gave his life to his country. Mr. Weinberg, Minneapolis
newspaper man and friend of the late Ira Weil Jeffery, de-
scribes the background of this modest, brave Ensign.

The United States Navy knows
a hero when it sees one. And, to
the Bureau of Naval Personnel at
Washington, Ensign Ira Weil Jef-
fery of Minneapolis, who gave his
life at Pearl Harbor that Democ-
racy shall live, is a hero whose
name should grace the pages of
naval history and tradition.

In recognition of Ensign Jef-
fery’s “distinguished devotion to
duty on that fateful Sunday
morning, December 7, the Navy
has announced that 3 new escort
vessel, now being built at the
Bethlehem Steel Company plant
at Hingham, Mass., will be named
the U. S. S. Jeffery.

To Mr. and Mrs. David C. Jef-
fery of Minneapolis, parents of
the fallen hero, the announce-
ment, contained in a letter to
them from Captain L. E. Denfield.
chief of the Bureau of Naval
Personnel, came as a glowing rec-
ognition of the fact that they had

reared their only child iri the tra-

dition of tnie Americanism.

Ira Jeffery was a typical
American boy. His grandfather,
for whom he was named, the late

Isaac Weil, was one of the pioneer
builders of the Minneapolis Jew-
ish community. Ira’s childhood
was spent within the shadow of
Temple Israel which his grand-

father helped to build. Under the
tutelage of Rabbi Albert G. Minda

of Temple Israel the child Jeffery
learned of his Jewish heritage. In
his late teens the youth was pres-

ident of the Temple's Junior Con-
gregation.

Bom in Minneapolis March 8.
1918. he attended University High
School and entered the University
of Minnesota’s School of Business
from which he was graduated in
1939. During his college years he
was an active member of Sigma
Alpha Mu, largest Jewish frater-
nity on the Minnesota campus. In
his senior year he was picked as
All- University chairman for
Freshman Week.

j After University graduation.
Ira enrolled at a Brooklyn optical
school to prepare for his entrance
into the Jeffery Optical Company
headed by his father. He return-
ed home, after completing his
course, and joined his dad in the
business.

But the wave of tyranny and
injustice that was sweeping a-
cross Europe bothered young
Jeffery. As a Jewish young man,
trained in the traditions of his

1 people, he couldn’t sit idly 4by
while the world was on fire.

“He was restless,” recalled his
father. “Ira must have envis-
ioned America's entry into the
war. He was dismayed by the
reign of terror which was raging
through Europe and heading our
way.”

Finally, in the summer of 1940,

i young Jeffery announced to his
parents his intention to enlist in
the United States Navy and, with
their blessings, he joined up that
August. Following his training
period he was assigned to an
American ship on an Atlantic
cruise to Cuba.

Even then the Navy recognized
Ire Jeffery’s potentialities, for
upon his return to base he was
sent to the Naval school at 1
Northwestern University. O n

, June 12, 1941, he was commission-
ed an Ensign. Following several <
days spent at home with his fam-
ily, he was ordered to Honolulu :
where he joined the crew of the
U. S. S. California.

The months went on. Ira wrote
his parents of the beauties of I
Hawaii and expressed the hope j
that he would return home in the 1
Spring of 1942. Late in Novem-
ber the Jefferys prepared Hanu-
kah packages and sent them to
their son.

Then came December 7th and
the treacherous attack by the
Japanese on Pearl Harbor. En-
sign Jeffery was in the thick of j
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the fight and when the smoke of
battle cleared and the casualty
list prepared, his name was the
first from Minneapolis to be an-
nounced as having made the su-

preme sacrifice.
It wasn’t until several months

later that his parents and friends
learned exactly what happened on
that fateful morning.

In a posthumous citation for
valor, issued by Secretary of the
Navy Frank Knox, came the first
news of Ensign Jeffery’s heroism.

It read:
“For distinguished devotion to

duty and extraordinary courage
and disregard for his own safety
during the attack on the Fleet in
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Ha-
waii, by Japanese forces on De-
cember 7, 1941, in organizing a

party and attempting, by hand, to
maintain an ammunition supply

to the anti-aircraft guns of the
U. S. S California.”

A further insight of Jeffery’s
bravery was contained in a letter
sent by his commanding officer
to Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery. Captain
J. W. Bunkley, skipper of the
California, wrote:

“It is with a feeling of deepest
regret that I must now address
you to report the death of your
son resulting from enemy action

at Pearl Harbor on December
seventh. “I wish to convey tc
you my sincere sympathy and

condolence. Ira’s loss was a blow

to* all of us and we can only find
comfort in the thought that he

was actively doing his duty at

this most critical time with un-

flinching loyalty and courage.

“My officers and men join me

in assuring you that his memory

will be an inspiration to us who

remain to carry on, that his and

your sacrifices were not in vain,

but will renew our determination
to keep our country safe from all

enemies.”

And so, when it slides dow’n the

ways to do battle against the
enemy, the U. S. S. Jeffery will

carry with it the name of a Jew r-

ish youth who lived and died in
the traditions of the United States

Navy.
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SALUTE TO A GREAT
JEWISH LEADER

(An appreciation of Engineer L. M. Cherniakoff, the nr<*’
dent of the Jewish Council in the Warsaw ghetto )

BY ANTHONY J. MARCUS
'

The news which the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency has brought
us r from London about the suicide
of the engineer L. M. Cherniakoff
is a particularly heavy blow to
Polish Jewry in these hard times.
As Reconstruction Director of the

Joint Distribution Committee in
Europe from 1922 to 1924, it was
my rare privilege to be associated
with Mr. Cherniakoff. He was
our Chief Engineer of reconstruc-
tion in Poland. Our relations
were the most harmonious. His
devotion to the cause of Jewnry
was most extraordinary, most un-

selfish, most loyal. As an engin-
eer he was outstanding. Were he
living in this country, he would
have been the pride of our people.
He was always so amiable, so
good-natured, so kind. His door
was open at all times to the hum-
blest person. A sincere feeling
for the suffering of others always
permeated his dealings with peo-
ple.

And with all that he was al-
ways so cheerful, so full of laugh-
ter, so appreciative of a good
joke. He was a Polish Jew
through and through, although he
had received his education in Rus-
sian schools and universities and
in Germany. He spoke Russian
with a distinct Polish accent.
Where others would fail with the
Polish authorities, Cherniakoff
would succeed. All because of
his amiability, his ability to in-
spire people with confidence. The
man did not know’ what it meant
to tell even a half lie.

I
I was not surprised to learn ,

that in the terrible ordeal of
present-day Polish Jewry Chernia-
koff was the President of the j
Kehillah of the Jewish Ghetto.
Os course Cherniakoff would be

where the suffering was great**
No, he would not, he couldlive in comfort while his
were suffering agonies of
and humiliation. His place 2amongst them. In the last 2he was high-ranking officer mthe Russian army. And in thatcapacity he was able to ameloriat!much of the hardships to whichhis people were subjected. Hehad saved many a Jewish jjfr
during the Russian occupation ofGalicia. It seemed as though
people, even in their moments ofbrutality, inhumanity, could notrefuse Cherniakoff when he asked
for a favor or justice or fair play,

But the Germans are totally
devoid of those finer qualities
Not even a Cherniakoff could
tame them. No. only death at the
hands of our guns and tanks and
bombers will tame the German
barbarians. Small wonder that
Cherniakoff had chosen death at
his own hand rather than deliver
a single Jew to the Nazi butchers
to be deported somewhere for tor-
ture or for the rendering of aid
and comfort to their enslavers.
Small w’onder that a helpless and
defenseless Cherniakoff would
rather suffer death than to bow
to the Nazi beasts for the deliv-
ery of Jewish girls to be tortured
in the German houses of prostitu-
tion.

Chemiakoff’s body is now at
rest, but his spirit is alive in
Jewry, his heroism and loyalty to

the cause of justice must be kept
alive for eternity. Cherniakoff
has inscribed himself in the
hearts of all men who love free-
dom and culture. May his shining
example serve as an inspiration
to the numerous other martyrs
under the yoke of the human
beasts from the German jungle.
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