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THE 4th OF JULY IN THE SOUTH

v

Our editorial columns have en-
deavored throughout the years to
present material which is timely
and which has especial significance
for our readers throughout the
South. Our emphasis has always
been on the ideals which make our
country great. It is only when we
bear in mind at all times the prin-
ciples on which our country was
founded do we adhere to the fine
virtues which have permitted us to
grow into a rich land and which
have enabled us to sustain ourselves
spiritually as a nation which seeks

justice for the oppressed and liberty and freedom through-
out the nation. It is well that we review the spirit of the
times when the United States won its freedom from the
British. And let us also observe the similarity in which the
new Jewish state of Israel is fighting, too, for its freedom,

and thus rededicate ourselves to these same ideals not only

in our beloved America, but also throughout the world.
At the signing of the Declaration of Independence on

July 4, 1776 Benjamin Franklin wisely observed, “We must
all hang together or assuredly we shall all hang separately.”

The unity which Franklin, and all other patriots with
him, recognized as so important in America's War of Inde-
pendence, is hailed today, on this July 4th, by every loyal
American as absolutely essential to the preservation of our
free society.

Fascists seek to destroy our unity by dividing us along
racial and religious lines. Communists seek to divide us
along class lines.

But the watchword of patriotic Americans is unity.
One nation— commanding the devotion of all its citizens,
yet recognizing, according to our most cherished principles,
a diversity of races and religions. One people—dedicated to

the welfare and the prosperity of America, yet determined,
in fulfillment of our most authentic tradition, to increase
the opportunities of every man to self-development regard-
less of the religion he professes, the race to which he be-
longs, or the land from which he came.

(Continued on Page Five)
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JEWS AND THE
PRESIDENCY

BY DAVID SCHWARTZ
(Copyright. 1948, Jewish Tele-

graphic Agency., Inc.)

A rabbi was one of the 13 min-
isters chosen to participate in the
inauguration of George Washing-
ton as first President of the Uni-
ited States. President Washing-
ton. when the capital was mov-
ed to Philadelphia, lived at the
residence of Jonas Phillips, a Jew.
(Wonder if Mrs. Phillips, when
she moved out to make way for
the President, left some blintzes
in the rce box for George.)

John Adams, the second Presi-
dent of the United Stales, was the
first President to express sym-
pathy with the hope for the reviv-

al of the Jewish state. (Adams,

who played a leading part in the
Revolutionary War in kicking the
British out of America, should be
living today to tell the British
where to get off.)

Thomas Jefferson, third Presi-
dent of the United States, was the
first President to appoint a Jew
to public office. He wanted to

name a Jew to his cabinet —a
certain Judge Levy of Philadel-
phia—but he was dismissed from
doing so by Secretary Gallatin.
However, he did appoint a Jew

named Etting to a federal post.
President Madison's relations

with Jews began early. When he \
was a young man. Havm Solomon
used to lend him money. In a let-
ter still extant. Madison wrote
that he disliked to borrow from

Solomon because "the Jewish

broker won't take any interest

from him. As President. Madison

appointed M. M. Noah, also a Jew.
as Consul to Tunis.

There were many Jews active in

the campaigns of Andrew Jack-

son. The most influential of the

Tammany editors at the time was

Major Mordeeai Noah.

August Belmont, New York

banker and agent of the Roths-

childs, was a leading supporter of

President Franklin Pierce and

was named Minister to the Neth-

erlands. Later, Belmont was a

strong Douglas supporter.

President Tyler appointed the

first Zionist consul to Jerusalem.
He was Warder Cresson. a Christ-

ian convert to Judaism who

changed his name to Boaz Israel

and founded the first Zionist agri-

cultural colony near Jerusalem.
Cresson got himself appointed in

order to launch the Zionist experi-

ment.

There were a number of Jews

at the convention which nomin-

ated Lincoln. Among the most

prominent were Lewis N. Dem-

bitz, uncle of Lewis D. Brandeis

and Abraham Jonas who. like Lin-

coln, had first lived in Kentucky

before moving to Illinois. Jonas

was appointed postmaster of

Quincy, 111., by President Lincoln.
All three of Jonas sons who re-

mained in the south served ir. the

Confederate Army. One of them

later became U. S. Senator from

Louisiana.

Ulysses S. Grant at first seem-

ed a little prejudiced against Jews,

but later became very chummy

with them, nominating a Jew as

Consul to Bucharest, with the

hope that in that position he

might deviate the plight of Ru-

manian Jewry.

It was the candidacy of Horace

Greeley for the Presidency which

really gave birth to Yiddish jour-

nalism in America. Greely sug-

gested to one of his Yiddish-

speaking supporters that he start

a paper to boost his candidacy.

The paper that was launched ex-

isted only during the campaign,

but it was the pioneer Venture in

Yiddish journalism irr America. B.

(Continued on Page Six)
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What do vo
people, and
knowledge in this quiz by Rabbi Solomon Goldman,
author of the new thirteen volume commentary,
"The Book of Books ’. The answers, from Dr. Gold-
man's monumental project in Biblical scholarship,
are printed with special permission of the pub-
lishers, Harper 8c Brothers.

i The fourth of a series!

Q. —What is the religious symbolism of the story of Noah and

the flood?
A.—Nohs survival symbolizes the fact that one righteous man

suffices to justify the existence of the human race.

Uncontaminated by teh evil of his generation. Noah is chosen to

continue the thread of creation. He survived the deluge, and the

waters receding from the ark have come to symbolize the boundless
zrociousness of God. the triumph of righteousness, and the justifica-

tion of faith, strengthening man s resolution not tt> falter even in

the extremest adversity.
9 9 V 9

Q. —What great work of Tennyson has a direct biblical deriva-

tive?

A.—Lord Tennyson himself said: "What is my ‘ln Memoriam.'

on which so much of my continuing recognition rests, but the Bible

used to describe the death and memory of my dear friend. Arthur

Hallam."
• * * *

q.— What 20th century American president said: "No ther book

oi any kind ever written in English—perhaps no other book ever
written in ar.v other tongue —has ever affected the whole life of a

people as this authorized version of the scriptures (King James! has

affected the life of the English-speaking peoples.”

A.—This statement was made by Theodore Roosevelt in a book

"Realizable Ideals: The Bible and the Life of the People."
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