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Dear Mr. Moscovitz:

The reply of The American

Council for Judaism to Dr. Louis

Wolseys recent statement m

which he attacked the Council
and demanded dissolution of both

the Council and the Zionist

Movement, is enclosed.
Inasmuch as your paper pub-

lished excerpts from Wolsey s

speech, we request publication of

the enclosed. If space limitations

require that it be cut. we trust

that care will be taken to assure

a fair presentation of the Coun-

cil’s views in general, and in par-

ticular its reply to Dr. YVo.se % s

statements carried in your paper.

We are well aware of the oppo-

sition of your newspaper, as a

champion of Zionist nationalism,

to The American Council for

Judaism. Nevertheless, we believe

you must recognize an obligation

to be fair to those with whom

you disagree, as well as a respon-

sibility to your readers to afford
them an opportunity to read both

sides of a controversy.

Very truly yours,

Elmer Berger.

JEWS AND THE
PRESIDENCY

(Continued from Page Three)

Gratz Brown, who was nominat-
ed for vice-president on the Gree- ;
ley ticket, was descended from the j
famous Gratz family.

Grover Cleveland appointed

Oscar Straus as Minister to Tur- |

key. Later it got to be custom- j
ary to appoint Jews to the Turk- j
ish Embassy because Turkey rul-

ed over Palestine and Palestine
was considered historically Jew-

ish.
James G. Blaine, “the plumed

knight” who ran for the Presi- !
dency against Cleveland, never j
got the office, but a Jew, Rudolph
Damrosch, was more sucessful
with Blaine's daughter. The fam-
ous musician, Walter Damrosch.
is a product of this umorr.

It was Theodore Roosevelt who
first appointed a Jew as a mem-
ber of his Cabinet. T. R. chose j
Oscar Straus to be Secretary of |
Commerce.

Woodrow Wilson’s connections
with Jews were many. He nam-
ed Brandeis to the Supreme
Court.

There is seemingly authenti-
cated tradition that it was Bran-
deis who first suggested the name
of Herbert Hoover as Food Ad-
ministrator for Europe after
World War I. This position
brought Hoover into the limelight
and resulted in his nomination for
Presidency.

Gus Karger, Washington cor-
respondent of the Cincinnati
Times-Star, who was also Jewish,
was generally regarded as the
newspaper spokesman of William
Howard Taft.

Victor Rosewater, founder of
the Omaha Bee, whose father was
a telegrapher in the Union Army
during the Civil War, was chair-
man of the Democratic National
Committee at the time of the
nomination of William Jennings
Bryan.

Mrs. Belle Moskowitz was the
leader of A. Smith's “brain trust”
during the latter’s race for the
Presidency.

The Republicans named a Jew,
L. Ottinger, to draw away the
Jewish vote when F. D. R. ran for
the governorship of New York,
but most of the Jews voted for
Roosevelt.

Harry Truman was in the hab-

Between You and Me . ..

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

ISRAELI “PUTSCH”: Behind the fight which

broke out between the Irgunists and the Israeli

military forces, when the forwfer attempted to

land arms and ammunition in defiance of the

U. N. truce, is a story of a planned “putsch” ...

Private information received by Zionist leaders

in New York indicates that Peter Bergson, who

arrived in Israel several days prior to the clash,

was contemplating using the arms primarily in

Jerusalem, where the Irgun is not operating as

part of the Israeli Army .
.

.
According to this

information, he was supposed to become the

leader of the "putsch” in Jerusalem, which is not a part of the Jew-

ish state, but where the U. N. truce provisions prevail ... By seizing

power in Jerusalem, Irgun leaders apparently thought they could

make themselves stronger vis-a-vis the Israeli Government in Tel

Aviv ... It is true that the Tel Aviv government knew that an Irgun

ship laden with arms was due to arrive from France, but the under-

standing was that upon reaching Israeli waters, the ship was to be

turned over to the U. N. mediator ... If the “putsch” had been

successful, the Israeli Government would have been put in a position

where its influence in Jerusalem would have counted very little .
. .

There would have been two central Jewish authorities: one, the

Israeli Government in Tel Aviv: two. the Irgun in Jerusalem . . .

* * * *

Z. O. A. CONVENTION

There will be much criticism heard at the convention of the

Zionist Organization of America which opens in Pittsburgh today . . .

But it is safe to predict that Dr. Emanuel Neumann willbe re-elected

Z. O. A. president . . . The opposition is this year better organized

than a year ago, but has hardly any chance of winning .
.

. What

may take place next year is a different story, since the functions of

the Z O. A. will by that time have undergone a fundamental revis-

ion . . . The relationship between the Israeli Government and the

World Zionist movement willduring the year be clarified and the role

of the Z. O. A. will in 1949-50 certainly not be the same as today . . .
It is understood that Dr. Neumann is making plans to settle in

Israel, while Dr. Abba Hillel Silver apparently has similar plans . . .

A banquet in honor of Dr. Silver willbe one of the highlights of the

convention . - . Even the opposition must admit that Dr. Silver did

an excellent job this year through his untiring efforts in Washing-

ton and at Lake Success . . . One of the problems of the Z. O. A.

leaders is how to be at their Pittsburgh convention and at the same

time attend the Zionist Actions Committee which has suddenly been

summoned for a session in Tel Aviv, opening on July 6 . . . The

session of the Actions Committee is of special importance not only

because it wall have to decide when and where the World Zionist

Congress should be held this year, but also because it will deal with

the rift between the Irgun and the Israeli Government.
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erdashy business with a Jewish

partner.
Thomas E. Dewey, while study-

ing law at Columbia University,

helped support himself by singing

in the choir of a New Iork Tem-

ple. It was the late U. S. Disthict
Atorney, George i£. Medalie, who

gave Dewey his first opportunity

for public service as a hiember of

his staff.

Short cuts to learning as fif-
teen minutes a day of aimless
and undirected reading among

great books, or passive attend-
ance at lecturers on all kinds of

subjects, are invitations to ignor-
ance.
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