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A VERY HAPPY EDITOR

On June 25th we printed in this
column a letter from a journalism
colleague and former classmate at
the University of Florida who now
publishes a weekly paper on the
West Coast. The article was print-
ed under the heading, "An Unhappy
Editor," and told of the problems
he faced in his community because
of a campaign of malicious and
false propaganda against him by a
few dissidents who felt that a
Jewish paper going out among non-
Jews might widen the differences
of Christian-Jewish relations. This

hush-hush attitude is typical of ignorant Jews who are
themselves victims of a self-hatred which comes from be-
lieving the lies of anti-Semitism. This type of Jew is usual-
ly anti-Zionist, and doesn't believe in the organization of
Jewish War Veterans or institutions which seek to unite
Jews for the common good. He is an assimilationist Jew,

who feels that a Jew should be seen and not heard.
In this week’s mail we received another letter which

assures me that everything in his home town is peaceful and
he is very happy in the knowledge that the malicious rumors
against him have been proven false.

We, too, are happy for him. Men in public life, or who
occupy positions which touch upon many people in the com-
munity, cannot help but make a few enemies. A newspaper
editor, especially one who has charge of a Jewish press,
inherits a particularly difficult job in satisfying all of his
readers, for it is impossible to represent the community,

when there are Zionists, anti-Zionists, non-Zionists, reform,

orthodox and conservative Jews. The best policy an editor
can have is one in which he is true to himself and follows
a pattern which he believes will be most beneficial to Jewry
in general. If he pleases everybody, then he is a miracle
man.

Our policy, which has enabled us to grow substantially,
especially during the past 15 years, is as follows: to serve
Jewry with an orthodox conscience, a reform outlook, and a

conservative tone.
Not once in all these years have we been guilty of a

single instance of misrepresentation. This newspaper has a
clean record and a sound, progressive policy and is beyond
reproach in its editorial and business ethics.

To my friend on the West Coast I extend congratulations
on clearing your record in your community. Good public
relations demands that rumor-mongering be stopped. Ask
your readers to contact you when they hear anyone spread-
ing untruths against you or your paper. Such conduct is
simply anti-Semitism among Jews.
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Peculiar People
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

An ancient quip has it; “Every-
one is a little peculiar. If you are

not, that is your peculiarity.”
We Jews have been called as a

whole “a peculiar people.” To say
that a person has a peculiarity is
not necessarily to criticize him.
Peculiarity, of course, may be a
negative sort of thing but then
again it is the spark of individual-
ity.

As a matter of fact, it is gener-
ally the great and profound who
seem most rife in peculiarities.

The stories are many about the
absent-minded professor who put
his umbrella in bed and stood him-

self in the corner all night. These
absent-minded stories seldom have
a hod-carrier or plain Joe Doakes

for their subject.
I got to thinking about this the

other day, when someone men-

tioned with horror that Prof. Al-

bert Einstein does not wear any
socks. I don’t see why this is
so peculiar in Einstein. After all,

many of the women nowadays go
stockingless. If the women can

do it, why shouldn’t Einstein? Not
so many years ago, there used to

be a man in Congress who was
called “Sockless Jerry Simpson”
and who represented Kansas. One

day, he rose in Congress, read
some figures showing how the
protective tariff increases the cost

of clothes, and ended by saying

that Americans pay 50 percent
more for their socks on account
of the tariff. As a protest against

the tariff, he announced that

thereafter he would wear no

socks.
The story is told that a lady

once wanted him to show her
whether he really didn’t wear

socks. Simpson replied he believed

in reciprocity.
Today Simpson wouldn’t have

to make such a remark, for girls

take the not wearing of socks

quite casually. Simpson discarded

socks as a protest against the

tariff. Einstein doesn’t wear them

for a different reason. He once

explained that he tries to sim-

plify life, and since socks are not

absolutely necessary, he doesn’t
wear them. He would rather not

one would surmise, spend time ir.

taking off and putting on the

socks, but in thinking about some

mathematical or physical prob-

lem.
These higher mathematicians

are seemingly very often the butt

of these stories of peculiarities.

Twenty-five years ago, they used

to like to tell these stories about

another Jewish mathematician,

Prof. James Joseph Sylvester of

John Hopkins.
One story had it that Sylvester

once kept walking along the

street, lost in thought, one foot

on the street and the other in the

gutter, and therr remarked that

one of his legs must be shorter

than the other. Then there was

the story how Sylvester once mis-

took the back of a carriage for

his blackboard, and went running

after the carriage, working out

some mathematical equation on

the carriage back.
We like to tell how Naphthali

Herz Imber, who always had to be

supported by others, once rose at

a Zionist, meeting and nominated

himself for treasurer of the or-

ganization.
There are many stories told of

Solomon Schechter. “I see, Prof.

Schechter, some of the egg of

your breakfast this morning is on

your coat.”
“No”, replied Schechter, “that

was from yesterday’s breakfast."
When Prof Schechter first came
(Continued on Page Six)
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS
A Bible Quiz With Answers

By Dr. Solomon Goldman
What do you know about the Bible, its history, its
people, and its influence on the world? Test your
knowledge in this quiz by Rabbi Solomon Goldman,
author of the new thirteen volume commentary,
"The Book of Books”. The answers, from Dr. Gold-
man’s monumental project in Biblical scholarship,
are printed with special permission of the puo-
lishers, Harper & Brothers.

(The ninth in a series)

Q.—What comprises the Hebrew Bible?

A.—The Hebrew Bible, or Hebrew Canon, is comprised of 39
books that were officially accepted by the Jews as Holy Books. The
Hebrew Canon is divided into three major groupings, the Torah or

the Law, the Naviim or the Prophets, and the Ketuvim or the Writ-
ings. There are 5 books of the Torah; 21 books of the Prophets, and
13 books of the Writings.

Q.—What is the reason behind the Biblical injunction against

plastic arts?
A.—lt is not, as has been said, that Jews did not possess an art

sense no less keen or refined than that of any cultivated people.
How, then, shall we explain the Second Commandment and the horror

that the foremost representatives of the Jewish people, throughout
many centuries, experienced in the presence of plastic arts. The

Jewish genius rebelled against art, as it was generally conceived and

practiced, because of its identification with religion and the dele-

terious effect on morals that ensued from the apposition. Art was
nowhere to be found existing for its own sake, as distinct from re-

ligion. The myths overcast the aesthetic significance of the most

exquisite forms. And all art was far more an act of faith, a prayer,

than an expression of beauty, even as the Athenian Acropolis was

a sanctuary and not a museum, and the great Phidian statue that

once stood there was a patron Goddess and not a sculptural ornament.
It is evident that in Greece, as elsewhere, and in classical times as in

other ages, art existed solely for religion. In the opinion* of the Jew,
this intimate relationship between the two was responsible for the

worst evils of paganism.
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