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WESTBROOK PEGLER’S ODOR

-
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We have watched with interest
the comments to the editor of the
Jacksonville Journal expressed by
his readers regarding whether or
not to discontinue featuring the
column by Westbrook Pegler. We
have noticed a divided opinion
among his readers. This is to be
expected from a newspaper which
circulates among all classes of peo-
ple. The important question is not
so much if people read the infor-
mation perpetrated by Pegler, but
the ethics of journalism. We could
fill these pages with sensational

"trash" and some people would find such tommyrot thrilling
and exciting, but our standards as a newspaper would be
lowered.

As a family newspaper the Journal should consider
professional standards above the questionable circulation
boost of sensation-mongers. We Jews are particularly dis-
tressed that this newspaper which is otherwise sympathetic
to persecuted Jewry, Zionism and Israel should become a
platform from which Pegler, the columnist, has been trum-
peting his libels against the Jewish people, meticulously
selecting Jewish names for special emphasis in his attacks
on personalities in public life with whom he disagrees, and
bellowing veiled threats against U. S. Jews who do not see
hate-to-hate with him.

Recently Pegler has singled out' Jewish DPs and refugees
as a particular target for attack, alleging that Ayrans lost
their lives in World War II because they forfeited their rights
to immigration so that "non-Aryans fleeing Hitlerism might
enter the U. S. Mr. Pegler implied that decisions to admit
Jewish DPs are made "arbitrarily or under duress," and
warned that, as a consequence, there may some day be
"readjustment by impatient demand."

Pegler is calling for persecution of the Jews. He is
guilty of misrepresenting the facts. The newspaper which
prints his lies wittingly or unwittingly lends its resources
at the feet of a scoundrel who violates every tradition of
journalistic decency. ,

We believe that there would be no tears shed by the
large majority of clear-thinking, respectable people who
read the Journal, should this newspaper substitute another
columnist for the hate-crier, Pegler.
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LETTERS to the Editor

Meyer E. Shensky
Attorney At Law

901 Realty Building
Savannah, Georgia

August 6th, 1948
Mr. Isadore Moscovitz,
The Southern Jewish Weekly,
P. O. Box 903,
Jacksonville, Florida.
Dear Iz:

Your editorial entitled “Jewish
Issue Raised in Florida Court’’
was read today. I wholeheartedly
concur with your viewpoints. The
editorial was justified and timely
for our “Pure Fountains of Jus-
tice”—the Courts —must perpetu-
ally be kept untainted from any
unnecessary religious views or ex-
pressions, and maintained upon an
equal basis for all religious
groups, regardless which group it
might be, so as never to create
the impression, either purposely
or innocently, that the Courts of
our land are composed for one
creed rather than another.

I have been a subscriber and
reader of your paper practically
from the beginning of your jour-
nalistic career, and I have avidly
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observed the continued growth
and improvement of your paper.
You, certainly, have been doing a
good job.

I am happy to write that your
newspaper is favorably received
here by my friends because of the
candidness and fairness in which
all news is presented.

With kindest personal regards
to you and Teddy and best wishes
for the continued growth and suc-
cess of The Southern Jewish
Weekly, I am

Sincerely yours,
MYER E. SHENSKY

Jewish National Fund
41 East 42nd Street

New York 17, N. Y.
August 2, 1948

Mr. Isadore Moscovitz
P. O. Box 903
Jacksonville, Fla.
Dear Mr. Moscovitz

Please accept our sincere thanks
and appreciation for your kind

contribution toward Nachlath

Jacksonville which you had made

at the Third Seder and which was

duly turned over to us by the

President of your Zionist District.

We, who have been privileged

to witness the establishment of

the State of Israel in fulfillment

of our dreams and in reward of

fifty years of organized Zionist
effort, will surely appreciate that

many and difficult tasks still lie

ahead.

1 The greatest immigration and

resettlement program in the his-
tory of our people has now been

initiated. Homeless Jews, in sub-

stantial numbers, are now enter-

ing Israel and many more thous-

ands are eagerly awaiting the

earliest opportunity to do so. For

the absorption of this record num-

ber of new arrivals, forty addi-

tional agricultural settlements

must be founded on the land re-

deemed by the Jewish National

Fund,

You, who have devotedly served

and supported our Land Redemp-

tion Program, will, we are sure,
now intensify your efforts and

help discharge the duties that

these historic and crucial times

have imposed upon all of us.
Sincerely yours,

ISIDORE EPSTEIN

Assistant to Executive Director
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LAND SO DEARLY PAID FOR IS NOT EASILY SURRENDERED

I THE BOOK OF BOOKS
A Bible Quiz With Answers

By Dr. Solomon Goldman
What do you know about the Bible, its history, its
people, and its influence on the world? Test your |
knowledge in this quiz by Rabbi Solomon Goldman, 1
author of the new thirteen volume commentary, 1
'The Book of Books”. The answers, from Dr. Gold- H,
man’s monumental project in Biblical scholarship, 1
are printed with special permission of the pub- |f

I lishers, Harper & Brothers. i

(The tenth of a series)

Q. —Oil what were the original hooks of the Bible written?
A.—The original books of the Bible were written variously on

stone, clay, wood, leather or skin, and papyrus. Parchment was a
comparatively later development. The implement of writing for
stone, clay or wood was the stylus and for the others, the reed; ink
was obtained most probably from the juice of the cuttlefish. A book
took the form of either a table or tablet or a roll or scroll (megillah).

Q.—To what does the Bible owe its unique place in the world’s
literary history?

A.- Only the utmost nobility of theme could have created so
powerful a sequence of universal metaphors. It is to its theme that
the Bible owes its unique place in the world's literature. Its authors
were not poets of dalliance, weaving out the scenic beauty of the
country and the strong language of their people charming and
gracious patterns. They were not concerned with tropes and rhet-
oric. They spoke under compulsion and poured themselves out with
the unevenness and impetuosity of a torrent. They had a cause and
they pursued it, or were driven by it, relentlessly, breathlessly. The
Bible is a by-product of the ultimate purpose and of the theme it
develops; it is, thanks to the theme, that the Hebrew Bible, even irt
translation, fans the imagination into a flame and remolds to its
spirit languages unborn at the time of its writing.

Q.—What American play, which was a great success in the com-
mercial theater, was written by the author “as a consideration of
man’s search for the divine in himself”?

A.—The play, probably the most successful of the many plays
derived from the Bible story, was “Green Pastures”, written by Marc
Connelly. It was an idealization of the southern American Negro’s
conception of heaven.
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