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JEWS IN
SPORTS

By HASKELL COHEN
(J. T. A.)

Irving (Moon) Mondschein, who

finished out of the running in tjte

tough Olympic decathlon tests, is

easily the best all-around athlete

Brooklyn has developed.

There have been some other

truly outstanding athletes devel-

oped in Brooklyn, such as Eddie

Driggs, a fine football and base-

ball player. There have been

some true brilliants for their size,

like the 154-pound Wes Cotter-

ell, an Erasmus Hall High School

product, who played just about
every game and played them all

well. But Moon looks like the
tops.

The 24-year-old, five-foot-eleven,

195-pound athlete can run, leap,

throw with the best. Moon has
high-jumped six feet, seven-artd-a-
quarter inches. This mark would

have won the Olympic high jump.

That’s enough to win the nation-
al championship, which he did. He

has broad-jumped four times his
own height - which won him a lot
of titles. He can whirl the discus,

toss the javelin and put the shot.

Moon’s running isn’t quite in

the class with his jumping, a
trick that scared his mother until

she became accustomed to the
fact that he wouldn’t land on his

head or break his glasses. But
it’s adequate. In football, it was

even more so, for the impedimen-
ta of the grid game slows him
very little.

Between his leaping high and
wide. Mondschein added a bit of
baseball, a lot of basketball, and
tennis. Moon hasn’t gotten a-
round to golf yet, but he’ll make
it. There’s a good chance, that
if he’d been raised near Prospect
Park instead of on Raid Avenue,

he’d have played a little cricket.
Irving’s string of medals and

cups have shown no signs of end-
ing. He won his first, incidental-
ly, for high-jumping his first year
at Boys High when he was scarce-
ly 13.

All of this is a little strange for
at an early age Irving showed a
strong inclination for reading
practically to the exclusion of
other activities. He’s still an avid
reader - which stands him in good
stead with another semester to go
at NYU.

Moon’s need for glasses, and
heavy ones, limited his army ser-
vice to instruction duties. But he
put in three years. He was a ser-
geant and saw service in the Pa-
cific theater.

Jesse Owens, thunderbolt of the
1936 Olympics, was in New York
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this week with promoter Abe

Saperstein. Jesse serves as an

assistant for Abe in his various

Negro baseball and basketball

exploitations. They were here to

hypo the gate at the Yankee Sta-

dium and the Polo Grounds in two
Saperstein baseball ventures. Ow-
ens renewed acquaintance with

Marty Glickman, Station WHN

sportscaster, who was a sprinter
team-mate of Jesse’s in the 1936

Games.

An interesting sidelight of these

contests was revealed for the first

time to this writer. In those
games, Dean Cromwell, present
Olympic head coach, was in

charge of the sprinters. He has

been under fire, recently, for anti-
Negro and anti-Semitic express-
ions. At any rate, he told his six

sprinters, including Owens, Met-

calfe, Glickman, Stoller, Wycoff,

and Draper that the four best

times in trials held in Berlin,

would decide the four men who

would run the U. S. A. 400 yard-

relay-race. The two colored boys,
Owens and Metcalfe, qualified, as

did the two Jewish runners, Glick-
man and Stoller. Cromwell, how-

ever, named Owens, Metcalfe, Wy-

coff and Draper as his sprint

quartet. Owens immediately hit

the ceiling. He threatened not to

run unless Cromwell put Stoller

and Glickman on the club. Crom-

well refused and the team was in

a dither. Only three men Met-

calfe, Wycoff and Draper were

available with Owens refusing to
race. Glickman, touched by Jes-

ses’s defense, pleaded with Owens
to run, if only for Uncle Sam. Na-
turally Owens couldn’t refuse to
represent his country despite the
circumstances and, of course, an-

chored our team to victory.

Glickman told the story to
Saperstein when he and Jesse
were interviewed by Marty over
WHN. Abe says that apparently
Owens is still Glickman’s great
sport idol. Marty told Saperstein
that the former Ohio State dash
man was the greatest sprinter of
all time and his form on the cind-
ers was perfection. Abe takes
advantage of Owens’ fine condi-
tion. He has him running ex-
hibitions against horses, and hu-
mans are given distance handi-
caps. Jesse tells us he still runs
the one-hundred yard dash in 9.7.

Not bad for a man approaching

the forty year mark. A New

York sport columnist took offen-

se at Saperstein’s racing Owens

against a horse. Thought it was
undignified. Saperstein says he

doesn’t know w’hat the columnist

makes a year, but Jesse has real-

ized over $20,000 in one year, and

rarely goes under SIO,OOO every

year under the Jewish promoter’s
aegis.
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Jewish Group in London
Launches Drive

LONDON (JTA) A Jewish
group formed to sponsor a social

service mission to Palestine to

relieve the sufferings of Jews and

Arabs alike” this week launched

a fund-raising drive here.

Leaders of the new group, moti-

vated by the desire to “give ex-

pression to the universalistic
ethics of Judaism,” include Dr.

Leo Baeck, former Chief Rabbi of

Germany; Prof. Norman Bentwich,

former Attorney-General of Pales-

tine, and Victor Gollancz, primin-

ent London publisher.

German Employees Are
Discharged At DP Camps

BAD KISSINGEN, Germany

(JTA)—AII German employees at

International Refugee Organiza-

tion installations in the United
States zone of Germany have re-

ceived notice of termination of

employment, Sotherland Denling-

er, chief of the I. R. O. informa-

tion offie here, annoonied at a

press sonferenc,e. All Germans

will be replaced by displaced per-

sons.

The new personnel policy fol-

lows the refusal of the local Ger-

man business houses to employ

DP’s after the recent currency

reforms.

First of the Jewish youth lit-
erary societies, forerunners of the
Young Men’s Hebrew Associations,

was the Young Men’s Hebrew

Literary Association of Phila-
delphia, organized in 1850. Rev.

Isaac Lesser, one of the rabbinical
giants of his time, was among I the active workers in this Asso*

( ciation.
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Rosh Hashonah may mark the year of the greatest mass emigration of
Europe’s Jewish refugees, since the ending of the war.

However, until they leave 'for Israel, the United States and other haven*
of their own choosing, they wil\continue to need large-scale recoveiy and
rehabilitation aid from the JDC, major American agency aiding distressed
Jews overseas. .

Many of Europe’s Jews will leave under the auspices of the JDC. which
maintains the largest emigration service of its kind in the world. funds for
JDC’s emigration program, which has helped about 60,000 Jews to resettle
in new lands since 1946, derives its funds from the $250,000,000 minimum
campaign of the United Jewish Appeal.
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