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local pastor brings jew-hatred here
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In our editorial of September 17th
we commented on the meeting of
the World Council of Churches in
Amsterdam which issued a vigorous
call to Christian churches to de-
nounce anti-Semitism as a sin
against God and man. We added
the fact that such feeling is also a
sin against the Jew-hater himself,
as the anti-Semite carries a burden
within him when he manifests ill
will toward those born of Jewish
faith.

A Jacksonville pastor, Rev. Albert Kissling of the River-
side Presbyterian Church, attended this conference with his
wife. The latter wrote the following poem in the Jackson-
ville Journal issue of September 30, 1948 on their return
here:

TWILIGHT IN GERMANY

Out of the dark, a thousand ghosts appear,
Unsupported walls and jutting stones,
Hollow shells that once were people’s homes,
Uncanny feelings of skeletons and bones
Whose empty eyesockets without flesh do stare
And send a chilly feeling that doth scare
the very marrow of the bravest soul.
Then vision turns upon a hungry child,
Speechless, but with pleading eyes
Crouched in a corner of the ruins all alone
Upon a pallet of filthy rags, but never cries;
Proud people, hunting shelter, food and coal,
Dragging wood, gath’ring nuts and twigs,
Cigarette stubs and thru’ the rubble digs
For treasures lost; lost morals, too,
In life’s hard struggle valued cheap
Prey of the soldier and black market Jew;
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Bitterness of soul that goes down deep
Under the arrogant conquerors’ thoughtless job;
Homeless refugee, prisoners returned
To ruined homes and scattered family,
Hard beds in bunkers every night
This I have seen in Germany!

VIOLA OLIVE KISSLING.

The Kisslings in their visit to Europe failed to mention
anything about the six million Jews who died at the hands
cf the poor Germans for whom they show such excruciating
pity. The Kisslings may have seen a black market Jew.
but they would like to leave the impression that all Jews
fatten themselves on this nefarious manner of operation.
They do not mention that the Germans missed murdering
a few Jews who miraculously still remain in the land which

wrote a bloody page in world history for a regime of heart-
less cruelty and barbarity which plunged nation after nation

Into the costliest war that mankind has ever seen.

Instead of being inspired with the message of the

Amsterdam conference, the Kisslings appear to be more
convinced than ever that Hitler was right about the Jews

and that the poor Germans are being persecuted by Hitler s

Jewish enemies.
The Jacksonville Journal has apologized for printing

such trash in its paper.
Will the members of the Kissling church apologize tor

having such a leader? Or will they get a new one who will

teach them “to love thy neighbor as thy self.

PAUL M. DURHAM
PAINTING '— DECORATING SPRAYING

*026 Lowell Avenue Phone 8 2347

JACKSONVILLE 4, FLORIDA

THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

Yom Kippur
Dancing

BY DAVID SCHWARTZ
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

Now that the state of Israel has
been revived, it seems to me it
would be appropriate to revive
some of the old customs of old
Israel. One of the things which
it would be delightful to see re-
vived is the way ancient Israel

celebrated Yom Kippur. There
was the temple service, of course,
which corresponds to our own
prayer service, but in addition to
that, it was common for the young
girls on Yom Kippur to go out
dancing, all dressed in borrowed
clothing.

The idea of the borrowed dresses

was to save the poorer girls from
any humiliation. This was a beau-
tiful custom. The dancing itself is
something of a complementary

and balancing feature to what is
generally a somewhat awesome

day, and the dancing in borrowed
garments gives it a capping aspect

of surpassing attractiveness. What

better way of teaching democracy

than all appearing in borrowed

clothes? It seems to me that the

whole world would be intrigued

by the idea.

As to dancing itself, it must
be said that Judaism on the whole
has been friendlier to it than
Christianity, which, save for cer-
tain of its dissident sects, such
as the Shakers, has generally

frowned on the dance. In con-
trast, it is written in the Bible
that David danced before the Lord.
The Hebrew word for holiday,
“chage,” means also a dance, a
procession.

The Talmud tells of many of the
great rabbis, of the great Hillel,

for instance, dancing. To‘ the
Hassidim, dancing had as much
importance as prayer. Incident-

ally, Isadora Duncan, I under-
stand, was enthusiastic about
Hassidic dancing and Martha
Graham, I am told, is something

of an expert on these dances.

Is it not time for modern re-

ligion to reconstruct its views on

dancing. As a matter of fact,

there have already been begin-

nings in that direction. A few

years ago, the Jewish Theological

Seminary offered courses in Jew-

ish and Palestinian dancing,' with

Corinne Chochem, author of a

number of books on Jewish danc-

ing, as the teacher.

I have just been skimming

through Miss Chochem’s newest
book, "Jewish Holiday Dances.”

I confess that the ideas which I

have just expressed are largely the

product of the impressions form-

ing in my mind as a result of this

reading. I had looked on dancing

with perhaps just a slight bit of

contempt. It was something ju-

venile, it had its value as a recre-

ation, a dance was a more or less

pleasant way to spend an evening,

but as I read, I saw that my whole

attitude would have to be revised.

Dancing was the real religion, the

very essence of religion. It brought

back to my mind the fact that

the word religion etymologically

means "to tie together.” What

can “tie together” more than the

dance? Dancing is rhythm. We

move by the same pulse beat,

that is to say, we become in a

very real sense, members and

limbs of one another. (
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SHOULD WE BE GRATEFUL?

Between You and Me . . .

' BY BORIS SMOLAR

(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

THE POLITICAL POT: Watch for President

Truman’s statement on Palestine in the middle

of October ... He will make this statement in

New York and will openly commit himself to

de jure recognition of Israel ... It seems that

Truman was not consulted by Secretary of State

Marshall on the latter’s announcement that the

United States fully backs Bernadotte’s recom-

mendations on Palestine . . . All indications point

to the fact thit during the last weeks the State

Department has "isolated” Truman from the

Palestine issue . . . State Department officials on the lowe rlevel are

still discussing Palestine with representatives of Jewish groups . . .

Not so Acting Secretary Lovett . . . Now that the Palestine question

will not come up before the U. N. Political Committee in Paris for

at least a month, the entire issue may assume a new turn ... It all

depends on the atmosphere at the United Nations after the Political

Committee discusses the question of control of atomic energy and the

Soviet proposal for a world-wide reduction in armaments . . . What-

ever the outcome of the fight on major issues between the USSR

and the democratic powers at the United Nations, Israel will con-

tinue to place trust in the United Nations . .
. This will be true even

if the Soviets should step out of the world family of nations . . . The

Israeli Government realizes that the U. N. is the “father” of the

Jewish State, notwithstanding the fact that present British-Americart

policy at the General Assembly tends to curtail the terriorial and

economic achievements of Israel ... On the other hand, the Arab

delegations now hope that the greater the East-West tension grows,

the greater will be ten concessions which the democratic powers will

be ready yto make to the Arab world, in order to strengthen their

strategic position in Arab countries.

Greetings and Best Wishes To Our Many Jewish Friends

We invite our many old friends and new acquaintances

to visit our modern, beautifully-appointed and air-con-
ditioned Banking Headquarters at 11 North Laura Street.
Meet our officers and employees and let them tell you

personally about our convenient savings and loan op-

portunities.

CENTRAL SAVINGS BANK OF FLORIDA
Formerly

MORRIS PLAN SAVINGS BANK

YOU CAN SAVE MONEY AT THE

Tip Top Super Market
All Leading Brands

“ST. NICHOLAS SHOPPING CENTER”

“Where the New and the Old Beach Roads Meet”

Maurice Hammerman, Owner

3104 Atlantic Boulevard Phone 9-6289 Jacksonville, Fla.
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