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Yom Kippur -1 Day of Great Blessing
BY RABBI M. ARTHUR OLES
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Many years ago there appeared in an American magazine a
cartoon captioned “Yom Kippur," that depicted a New York street
empty of people or traffic. Whether it was meant to be funny or
serious, whether its intent was friendly or adverse, it succeeded in
showing only the negative side of this solemn day in the Jewish
calednar. It showed Yom Kippur as a day on which the Jew rests
from his work, but it could not demonstrate Yom Kippur as the
Day of Atonement, the day of introspection and of communication
with God, the guide of the universe. For what Yom Kippur is meant
to be, and it, to the Jew as an individual and as a member of a
people cannot be drawn on paper nor perceived with the eyes. Yom
Kippur can only be experienced by the Jewish soul, it can only be
felt by the Jewish heart.

Judaism knows no concept of
Grace or mystic salvation coming
to the individual through the ef-
fort of someone else. On the con-
trary, every Jewish man and wom-
an can redeem himself through a
sincere return to God, and Yom
Kippur is the day that gives each
one of us the opportunity and the
proper setting to balance the
books of our lives. For Jewish
life cannot be a haphazard one,
Jewish living cannot be achieved
without preparation. And Yom
Kippur, the Day of Atonement,
gives us both the proper occasion
and the proper direction for the
planning of a Jewish life.

Everyone is familiar with the
old saying that “all Israel are re-
sponsible for one another." Daily
life has taught us that Jews as a
group are usually blamed for the
misdeeds of an individual. But
even among ourselves this mutu-
al responsibility cannot be an
empty slogan. Judaism, the God-
given way of life, realizes that it
is impossible for the individual to
raise himself to the high stand-
ards set on Mount Sinai unless
he is aided and encouraged by all
the members of his group. That is
why the Synagogue Service relies
primarily, not on the leadership
of one religious functionary, but
on the participation of all worship-
pers. The liturgy of Yom Kippur
includes a full description of the

Service at the Sanctuary in Jer-
usalem. There the High Priest
brought the offering of the whole
people before the Lord, in the pre-
sence of the people, who in turn
participated in the prayers and
responses. And when the High
Priest pronounced the Holy Name,

which he was permitted to do only
on Yom Kippur, the people, who
had been standing tightly crowd-
ed together, fell on their faces and
found enough space to bow deeply
before God. It was to them the
miracle of Yom Kippur, and it is
the inspiration of Yom Kippur to
this day, that even the impossi-
ble can be achieved by concerted
effort. And to this day, also,

every Jew closes his shop and his
office and comes to the Synagogue
to receive some of this inspiration
to be one with every other Jew,

and to participate actively in the
Service that is being conducted
for him by his Rabbi and Cantor.

The Biblical source of the ob-
servance of the Day of Atonement
is in the Third Book of Moses,

Leviticus. In the 16th chapter
the ritual of the Sanctuary is des-
cribed, and the day is identified
as follows:

“And it shall be unto you a sta-
tute for ever: in the seventh
month, on the tenth of the month,
ye shall afflict yourselves and no
work shall ye do . . . For on that
day atonement shall be made for
you to cleanse you; from all your
sins before the Lord shall ye be
clean. It shall be a sabbath of
rest unto you, and ye shall afflict
yourselves, as a statute for ever . .

And this shall be unto you as a
statute for everlasting, to make
an atonement for the Children of
Israel once a year ...

" (Lev.

XVI, 29-34).

Jewish law and Jewish tradition
have interpreted the words “ye
shall afflict yourselves” as com-
manding the complete abstention
from food and drink, as well as
from such conveniences as the
wearing of shoes. Thus we ob-
serve Yom Kippur as a day of
fasting and prayer. As all Jewish
festivals, Yom Kippur begins in
the evening and ends in the even-
ing, according to the verse: "A
sabbath of rest shall it be unto
you, and ye shall afflict your-

selves: on the ninth of the month
at evening, from evening to even-
ing, shall ye celebrate your sab-
bath.” (Lev. XXIII, 32). The
evening service in the synagogue
begins with Kol Nidre, a well
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known prayer for absolution from

all sacred vows that, due to our

human failings, we are unable to

fulfill. Its prominence dates back

to the Spanish Inquisition when

Jews were forced to swear allegi-

ance to strange faiths. Both the

text and the molody of Kol Nidre

are extremely old and have passed

into our religious consciousness to

such an extent that in many in-

stances Jewish congregations went

to their death rather than change

it from its prominent place in the

liturgy. The keynote of both the

evening and daytime services are
confessions of sin and prayers for

Divine forgiveness. There is a

long list of sins and transgressions

that is recited several times—so

long in fact, that to understand
it we must keep in mind that the

Jew comes before the Lord not

merely as an individual, but as an

integral part of the Jewish people;
he, as an individual, shares in the

wrong-doing of every other Jew-

ish individual by failing to use

his influence to prevent them,

and must atone for them as well.

Yom Kippur is a day of judg-
ment, a day when the Lord seals

the fate of all his creatures for
the coming year, according to

their merits. Just as the period
when the Divine court is in ses-

sion, as it were, was opened by
the blowing of the Shofar on vne
New Year, Rosh Hashonah, so it
is closed with a sound of the ram’s
horn. It ends the Ten Days of
Penitence and marks a return to

the routine of the year, a return
which, however, will bring im-
provement in our spiritual stand-
ard of living. For the resolutions
of the Jew, made in an atmosphere
of seriousness and solemnity rath-
er than gaiety and abandon, are
not meant to be forgotten forth-
with.

True Judaism means a good and
worthwhile life. Yom Kippur is a
high point of Judaism in teaching
us that to be religious means to
be good to man as well as to God.
It can atone only for sirrs against
God, but those against man must
be forgiven by those who were
wronged. That is why Yom Kip-
pur is begun with a settlement of
personal disputes; that is why,
before we begin our prayers, we
approach our friends first, asking
them to forget their grievances,
to forgive all intentional and un-
intentional offenses committed
against them. For we cannot be
at peace with our creator unless
we are at peace with his creatures.

Thus Yom Kippur, a day of
fasting and prayer, of repentance

and regeneration, is one of the
great blessings that God in his
kindness bestowed upon his peo-
ple, one of the means by which we
can learn to live a life of true
worth.
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Rome, Italy:—Thu happyyonngßteriT dressed in some of the layette
items provided by a recent shipment of the SOS (Supplies for Oversew
Survivors) Collection of the Joint Distribution Committee. To clothe aod|
comfort the new Jewish generation overseas, SOS is appealing to Ameri-
can mothers for an additional 1,250,000 layette items (equivalent to 25,000
complete layettes) including diapers, shirts, gowns, sweaters, stockings, 1
blankets, sheets, towels, talcum, cotton and baby soap. SOS supplies supple-
ment the purchases of the JDC for its overseas relief and rehabilitation

programs which are made possible by the United Jewish Appeal/

Israeli Submits Six-Month
Budget of $31,200,000

TEL AVIV (JTA)—Minister of

Finance Eliezer Kaplan this week

submitted to the Israeli State

Council a proposed budget of 7,-
800,000 pounds ($31,200,000) for
the six-month period from July
through December, 1948. This
total does not include the special
appropriations for security meas-

ures.
The Anglo-Palestine Bank’s Is-

sue Department announced that
more than 27,000,000 new pounds
have already been issued and ex-
changed for the currency of the
former Mandatory Power. This is
the last week for exchanging these
former British notes for the new
Israeli currency.
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