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This is Tel Aviv!
by victor m. beinstock

(Copyright, 1948. Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

TEL AVIV—
This Jewish metropolis is a city

at war as it has been, without

much respite, since Sept. 3, 1939.

That no enemy planes are drop-

ping bombs on its cream-colored

cement houses today, in obedience

to the United Nations truce,

doesn’t change the situation much.
The truce may end any day. At
any moment planes may zoom in

from the sea or the invading Arab

armies may strike at Israel’s out-
posts. Tel Aviv, center of the
Israeli war effort, is ever on the
alert.

It is not easy to forget the war

when Tel Avivians are at play on
the hard sands under the glaring
Mediterranean sun. Out at sea, a
United Nations patrol vessel
steams along the horizon. Over-
head an all-white UN plane drones
along on its appointed rounds.
Just off the beach, stranded, is the
hulk of the LST Altalena, a grim
end unhappy reminder of an epi-
sode that almost provoked a civil
war.

Everywhere are men and women
in uniform—part of the many

thousands mobilized in defense of
their new state—and a sprinkling
of United States, Swedish, French
and Belgian officers and men here
as observers of a restless truce.

Military vehicles claim the right
of way in the city’s narrow,
crowded streets. UN jeeps push
their way through, each flying the
pale blue insigne of the United
Nations and the white flag of the
truce observer. Military police —

nen and women—are on 24-hour
fluty. Every now and then a
squad of recruits marches through
the streets on its way to camp.
Men on leave carry their weapons,
revolvers, rifles or Sten guns, for
»o one knows when the war may
Rare up again and he may have
to rush back to his post.

Over the hubbub at the beach-
ront cases, over the earnest meet-
ngs further uptown where men

ft'ork at all the tasks involved in
rreating a state and a national
economy, over all the activities of

1 living, breathing community,
,an g tension and uncertainty.

None doubts that Israel will
the present crisis, but

Mter nine years of wartime condi-
tions, Tel Aviv can’t be enthusi-
3tic about an indefinite prolonga-
ion of a state of hostilities or an
“nfought war of attrition. The
lty- an( fl the country, want peace
n which to organize their State

develop their national life.
"^en that peace will come, no
#ne knows.

Tel Aviv never had much chance
® celebrate the independence of

*
of Israel. Even before

tehood was proclaimed on May
’ »»any of Its youths were off

"the Haganah. • Proclamation of
tehood was followed immedi-
’y hy Arab invasion and there

fasn ’t much time for celebrations
(Continued on Page Eight)
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Mizrachi Women’s Children’s Village
Marks First Anniversary at Succoth
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'Succoth services at the Bessie Gotsfeld Children’s Village and
Farm School at Raanana, Israel, had special meaning this year j
for Jewish orphans receiving academic, vocational, agricul-
tural and religious training there. The holiday marked the
ifirst anniversary of the founding of the Village, which is one
of 47 child-care and social-welfare projects sponsored by the
Mizrachi Women’s Organization of America*
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EGYPTIANS RESUME BATTLE FOR
TWO POSITIONS IN NEGEV

BY A. SCHWARZ
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency Correspondent)

TEL AVIV, (JTA) —Official communiques reported this week

that the battle for two strategic heights in the Negev area was re-

sumed by Egyptian troops, but that notwithstanding the use of tanks,

aircraft* and artillery, the Arabs were driven back by the Israelites

who hold the positions.

Eliezer Kaplan, Finance Minis-

ter, declared that the standard of

living of the Israeli population

will be forced downward in order

to meet the heavy firfancial and

economic needs of the war effort.

Up to now, Kaplan stressed, aid

from abroad as well as the re-

sources of the country have paid

for the war without reducing the

living standard of the people.

A Jewish National Fund five-

year plan involving the settlement
of 10,000 persons on scores of new

settlements, within the first year,

was announced here by Joseph

Weitz, a member of the J. N. F.

Speaking to a press conference,

Weitz also revealed that the Fund

will demand an option on all land

offered for sale in Israel, if the

land is suitable for colonization.
The five-year plan involves 1,-

000,000 dunams (250,000 acres)

plus a larger colonizzation project

in the Negev. It is expected that

the bulk of the settlers will be

veterans of the Israeli Army, if

the war ends in the near future,

Weitzz safd.

He revealed that there are some

2,000,000 acres of land In 300 Arab

villages inside Israel which have

been abandoned by Arab refugees.

When the war is over, he stressed,

the J. N. F. willhave to pay com-

pensation to the Arabs who do not

return to their land. Those who

do return may want to sell part of

their holdings in order to be able

to work the remainder of their

land, he added. He pointed out

that the J. N. F. will need huge

sums of money for these purposes.

Weitz declared that the experi-

Christian Leaders Denounce Jew-Hatred
The report of the World Council of Churches, meeting recently

in Amsterdam, was the answer of Protestant Christians to the shame-
ful campaign of racial and religious prejudice which is being waged
in many parts of the world.

The report said flatly that the
Church knows “itmust call society

away from racial prejudices and
from practices of discrimination
and segregation as denials of jus-

tice and human dignity.”

Then, coming down to cases, the
report declared, “We must ac-
knowledge in all humility that too
often we have failed to manifest

Southeast Synagogues
Open Office

A regional office for the
newly-organized Southeast re-

gion of the United Synagogue

of America, representing Con-

servative congregations in Flor-
ida, Tennessee, and Georgia,

has been established temporar-

ily in Washington, D. C., it was

announced by Rabbi Albert I.

Gordon, executive director of

the United Synagogue of Amer-

ica.
Yale Goldberg is the director

of the region, and Macey Krons-

berg, of Charleston, is the re-

gional president. The United

Synagogue is the national or-

ganization of Conservative syn-

agogues, and it includes mor®

than 420,000 Conservative Jews

throughout the United States

and Canada.

ences of the war proved that stra-

tegically placed settlements along

the nation’s borders are one of the

best methods of defense. Settlers

fighting for their homes, he said

proved better defenders than even

trained soldiers.

Minister of Immigration Moshe

Shapiro revealed that 50,000 Jews

have entered Israel since the pro-

clamation of the state May 25 and

that 20,000 had arrived during the

period from January to May. An

additional 50,000 will enter by the

end of this December, Shapira

added. He said Israel hopes to

admit 120,000 Jews next year and

thus force the closing of the Eu-

ropean DP camps for Jews.
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Christian love towards our Jew-
ish neighbors or even a resolute
will for common social justice . .

We call upon all the churches we
represent to denounce anti-Semit-
ism, no matter what its origin, as
absolutely irreconcilable with the
profession and practice of the
Christian faith.

There are, as is well known, a
number of Catholic pronounce-

ments of a similar kind. Only last
month Archbishop Cushing of Bos-

ton dealt with the same matter
in an address before 5,000 friends
and benefactors of St. Columban’s
Seminary.

“I cannot understand any Cath-

olics who has any prejudice what-
soever against a Jew or other non-

Catholic,” the Archbishop said.
“Ifthere is any Catholic organiza-

tion harboring such prejudices, I

will assume the responsibility of

remedying it. A Catholic cannot
harbor animosity against men,

women and children of another

creed, nationality, or color.”
It is as certain as anything can

be that those who follow the ways

of racial and religious hate have
Christianity and the Church
against them.

It is equally certain that they
have Americanism against them.

From the earliest days of our Re-

public to the present time spokes-
men for Americanism have de-
nounced prejudice and warned us
of the dangers inherent in it.

Thus, when Abraham Lincoln in-
quired into the matter of what

"constitutes the bulwark of our
liberty and independence,” he
came to the conclusion to which
all good Americans subscribe.

“Our reliance is in the love of
liberty which God has planted In
us,” he said. “Our defense is in

the spirit which prized liberty as
the heritage of all men, in all lands
everywhere. Destroy this spirit
and you have planted the seeds of
depotism at your own doors . . .

Accustomed to trample on the
rights of others, you have lost the
genius of your own independence
and become the fit subjects of the

first cunning tyrant who arises
among you .

. . Let us discard all

this quibbling about this man and

the other man, this race and that
race and the other race being in-

ferior, and therefore they must

be placed in an inferior position.
Let us discard all these things,

and unite as one people throughout

this land until we shall once more

stand up declaring that all men
are created equal.”

SO, IF YOU COME UPON
SOMEONE WHO IS SPREAD-
ING THE VIRUS OF RACIAL
AND RELIGIOUS HATE, STAND
YOUR GROUND. AND TELL
HIM THAT THAT KIND OF
TALK IS UN-CHRISTIAN AND
UN-AMERICAN. REMEMBER
THAT EVERYTHING GOOD,

JUST, AND DECENT IS ON
YOUR SIDE.

WE CONGRATULATE BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY
AN EDITORIAL

The inauguration of Brandeis University, the first Jewish-sponsor-

ed, non-sectarian institution of higher learning in America, has both

an immediate and historical significance for the Jewish people.

Viewed in terms of our contemporary framework, and taking

place in the same year in which the State of Israel has been establish-

ed, it serves notice upon the world that Jewry, despite brutal perse-

cutions, has lost none of its creative vitality. The launching of Bran-

deis, another instrumentality for the strengthening of democratic

processes, also attests to the continuing faith of Jewry in the ideals

of democracy. Finally, as a university tolerating restrictions neither

ir. its student body nor in its faculty, Brandeis serves as a symbol of

the insistence of Jewish people upon the rights of all minorities.

From an historical perspective, there are deeper implications.

For more than 30 years, leading Jewish figures had urged the estab-

lishment of a Jewish-sponsored university of a non-sectarian nature.

Protestant and Catholic religious groupings had contributed gener-

ously to the founding of universities in America. The Jews, the peo-

ple of the Book, now take their proper role in providing higher edu-

cational faculties for the youth of the nation.


