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Magnetic Mapes
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

They used to call the great
American stateman, John Quincy
Adams, “Old Man Eloquent." I
think one might have called Judah
Magnes “Young Man Eloquent,"
for even in his last days, he had a
young look about him and always
he was eloquent. If one reads his
speeches, he will scarcely sense
the clue to his rise, but that is the
way with eloquence. The great
orator is not often very readable.
It is only those who have heard
Magnes speak who can really un-,
derstand the impression he made
on the diverse elements in Jewry—-
why the orthodox Jews of the East
side followed him and why Louis
Marshall was magnetized by him
and the most aristocratic of all
Reform temples chose him as their
rabbi.

As essentially the orator, I sus-
pect that the last days of Magnes
were tinctured with a peculiar
chagrin. The orator above all
needs the audience, and Magnes
must have known that his was rfo
longer the audience which he so
electrifyingly moved twenty-five
and thirty years ago. Most of that
audence had repudiated the things
for wheih he had come to stand in
the last year. The great orator
must be in rapport with his audi-
ence. Like Shakespeare’s Antony
at the burial of Caesar, he says,
“I tell you that which you your-
selves do know,” but the Jews of
today, by and large, do not “know”
the same things which Magnes
professed to know.

Dr. Magnes once wrote a sketch
about his father, how he used to
see him bent over the thick vol-
umes of Graetz’s History of the
Jew's. Young Judah absorbed this
devotion to his people from his
father. He went to Hebrew Union
College. That institution was not
as close to the pulses of Jewish
life as it is today. Zionism was
more “trefa” than pork at the
Cincinnati institution then, but I
suspect that the mental picture
of his father reading the history
of the Jews had been sharply en-
graved on his subconscious mind
that the watery bombast of the
early Reform period made little
of an impression on him. Rather,
he felt himself like his father de-
siring to know more and more
of Jewish life.

In an unbound book —the great
throbbing East Side of New York
of that day—Magnes continued his
education. Reform rabbis in those
days were not want to come to
that section. It wasn’t pretty: the
tens of thousands of poor immi-
grants, the tenement houses, the
Jews with their beards. Who was
it that said only the ugly is beau-

tiful? Magnes saw the beauty of

it. He recognized that in it was

a vitality, and idealism preci-
ous ore that one had but to re-
move only the encumbering earth

to make it shine.

He identified himself with these

elements of Jewry. He began to

challenge the drift which Reform
Judaism was taking. He insisted
on a more Jewish Judaism. He saw

that we grow stronger and more

beautiful only when we are more

ourselves.

His handsome appearance, his

silver tongue made him a natural
leader. He threw himself into the

Zionist movement, a leader of the

movement, a leader of the move-
ment for a Jewish Kehillah and

other causes. A man is seldom

a one-cause man. If he is for one

cause, he generally takes on

(Continued on Page Six)
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THERE TO STAY

Between You and Me . . .

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

ISRAELI MOODS: I am being asked to ex-
plain why the national elections in Israel have
been postponed to December .

. . Well, there are

several reasons for this . . . One is that the
census of the population undertaken by the

Israeli Government has not yet been completed
because of the war situation . .

. Another reason

lies in the negotiations which various political
groups are conducting among themselves, man-

ipulating for a coalition which would secure
them a majority in the elections . . . Each of

these groups is equally interested in gaining time for greater bargain-

ing . . . The most important reason for the delay cannot hovever be

divulged at this moment . . . All that can be said is that it deals with

the effect which the result of the election may have on the attitude

of certain countries abroad towards Israel ... It may interest many

to learn that the U. S. representative in Israel, James G. McDonald,

is seriously watching the election moods in Israel . . . Also that two

Washington officials left this week for Israel for the sole purpose

of quietly studying the trends in the election campaign . . . All indi-

cations point to the fact that the State Department would like to

see the present Cabinet of Ben. Gurion re-elected . .
. Any victory in

the election which would endanger Ben Gurion’s position would play

into the hands of those in Washington who oppose de jure recognition

of Israel ... It is now constantly being repeated in official Washing-

ton circles that the U. S. willgrant de jure recognition to Israel only

after the elections there . . . The major parties in the Israeli elec-

tions will be Ben Gurion’s Labor Party, the Mapam Party, which is

friendly to Russia, the Zionist-Revisionist Party, which will probably

have a joint list of candidates with the Irgun-sponsored Freedom
Movement, and the Mizrachi-Agudah Orthodox groups which have

joined forces for the elections .
.

. There are the General Zionists and

other smaller groups in Israel, but their votes will not play a de-

cisive role ... It is very possible that the key to tipping the scales

iii one direction or another will be in the hands of the Mizrachi-

Agudah bloc.
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"JUSTICE-NOT CHARITY FOR ISRAEL"

Quentin Reynolds, speaking in
Jacksonville Sunday night before
the largest gathering of local Jewry
since the Israel Day celebration
here, emphasized that what our peo-
ple in the Holy Land want more
than anything else and what our co-
religionists in the DP camps want is
not charity but JUSTICE.

The famous newspaper commen-
tator and radio analyst stated that
the Jewish state of Israel is the last
stop for the wandering Jew, who
has been pushed around and kicked

out of foreign countries for thousands of years The people
in Israel, he said, will not give up an inch of territory given
them by the United Nations’ Partition Plan of November
29, 1947, and will fight to their last drop of blood to defend
the Holy Soil.

Quentin Reynolds was in Israel on the historic day of
May 15, 1948 when the new Jewish state was born. It was
he who first broadcast to America the dramatic story of the
creation of the worlds newest country. He compared this
momentous occasion with America's own 1776, and declared
that the United States should hearken to the words of the
great Thomas Paine who wrote "wherever injustice is, there
is my home."

Reynolds appeared in Jacksonville in place of Bartley
Crum, who was stricken with illness and could not attend.

The last time we had seen Reynolds was in New York
City two years ago when he introduced the play, A Flag is
Born. He carried out his assignment then on crutches, hav-
ing sustained a broken leg. His fight for Jewish rights has
been outstanding. Os him, too, we may say, wherever in-
justice is, there is the home of Reynolds.

WE CONGRATULATE LEESBURG, FLA.
ft

The K. K. K. printed an announcement that it would
parade through several cities in Florida, including Leesburg,
on November Ist. The city commissioners of Leesburg
passed a resolution that it is "opposed to any action by the
Ku Klux Klan or any other organization that tends to in-
timidate or interfere with any citizens or group of citizens
of Leesburg.

“Itwould appear the purpose of the parade on the night
before the 1948 national election would be to intimidate
certain citizens of our city,” the resolution said.

"It is not the intfntion of the City of Leesburg to en-
courage, permit or cooperate or have the appearance of co-

operating with any person or group of persons or any organ-
ization seeking to intimidate anyone.

. “The City of Leesburg will not condone or cooperate in
any manner whatsoever for such purposes . . . The city will
not prohibit the use of the streets of Leesburg for any lawful
use by any group so long as such group observes the ordin-
ances of the city and the laws of Florida, particularly with
respect to the safety, welfare and security of all citizens of
Leesburg.”

We congratulate Leesburg for its stand. America has
no room for those who would take the law into their own
hands to suppress the inalienable rights granted all citizens
hy the Constitution.

THE DEATH OF DR. MAGNES
*

»

The passing of Dr. Judah L. Magnes, President of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, is an outstanding blow to

the cultural life of Israel and to the world in general.
Under his leadership this institution has grown in in-

fluence, and has become a fitting memorial to the achieve-
ments of this great scholar. .

He was »mnng those early Zionists who gave spirit,

vision and hope to ?by present Zionist movement.

Page Three


