
After attending five Bas-Mitz-
vahs at the Jewish Center I have

decided that the idea of the in-
duction into Judaism service for
girls of the age of thirteen as well
as boys is a wonderful idea .. .

When Rabbi Sanders Tofield of
the Jewish Center first introduc-
ed the practice here I was in a-

greement because I decided the
glamorous exercise would be an

inducement for young ladies to
continue their study of Hebrew ..

The Bas Mitzvah service will no

doubt have a definite place in the
continuation of Religious studies
for girls . . . But to me the Bas
Mitzvah service has done a great

deal more than that ... It has
finally elevated the Jewish girl

to the same rank as the Jewish
boy—a reform which I think has
long been coming . . .

I will probably receive a cen-

sure from a rabbi following this
disetation and I am sure the good

rabbi will be quite right in stat-
ing that I should keep my mus-
ings out of the realm of religion

because it is something I know
nothing about ... I am certain
also that it will be a long time
before there will be a rabbinical

edict that the Jewess will be ac-
ceptable on the pulpit and in the
daily minyn as will be her broth-
er Jew . . . However, I do believe
that give the girls a chance at

Bas Mitzvah and they will soon
see to it that the boys will have
to move over for the honors . . .

Be that as it may Bas Mitzvah
also does a great deal for the par-

ents of daughters who until now
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have considered it unimportant

to give their offspring a Hebrew
education . . . Fathers have been
known to shed a tear at the Bas

Mitzvah of a daughter which is

something they do not permit
themselves at a like simcha for a

boy ... I would like to predict
that from now on Yiddishe papas
will be pacing the corridors of the
hospitals praying for a girl in-

stead of there heretofore bounc-
ing boys all good Yiddishe ma-

ma’s are supposed to present

them with . . . And all this will
come from the wonderful insti-
tution of Bas Mitzvah . . .

Just received word that Aria
Greenberg, Plugat Aliyah repre-

sentative, will be in Jax Decem-
ber 16-20 while on a tour of Sou-

thern cities . . . Arya is reputed
to be a fiery speaker, and the
Jacksonville Zionist Youth Com-
mission is arranging a round of
engagements for him here . . .

At the present time the young-
est Zionist youth group, the

Young Judaeans are rehearsing
a contata, “Our Bialik” which
will be presented at a night meet-
ing of all the Zionist organizations
in the city on January 11 . . . Di-
recting the undertaking is Vic-
toria Levy who is doing an ex-
cellent job . . .

** * *

We have been viewing the
Times Union closely lately for
more articles on the nature of the
one it printed last week concern-
ing the baptism of a Nazi girl

who came to this country illegal-
ly and under messy circum-
stances ... It seems she married
an American soldier by using

the marriage certificate of a
French girl whom the soldier
jilted and then came to this coun-
try as the soldier’s wife under
the French girl’s name . . . The
soldier received a prison sen-
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tence . .
. but his bride received

baptism in Jacksonville in the

presence of two thousand wit-

nesses who by a show of hands
indicated they wanted her to re-
main in this country . . .

plus a
very sympathetic press in the T.

U. . .

The whole thing makes one a

bit uneasy . . . This is subtle pro-

Nazi propaganda and together

with the unfriendly notices given

the new Israel; government pre-
sents a type of antisemitism dif-
ficult to combat . . .
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NEW ORLEANS Philip M.
Klutznick, Chicago, Vice-Presi-
dent of the National Jewish Wel-
fare Board (JWB) and Chairman
of its Jewish Center Division
Committee, was the principal
speaker at the fourth Annual
Meeting of the Southern Section
of JWB, which met in New Or-
leans, Saturday evening, Novem-
ber 20th, and all day Sunday,

November 21st. Mr. Klutznick
addressed the opening session on
Saturday evening at the New
Orleans Jewish Community Cen-
ter on “The Jewish Center Serves
the Community.”

Community leaders from twen-
ty Southern communities partic-
ipated in the sessions. Highlight-
ing the convention were a series
of workshop panels at which ex-
perts in Jewish music, literature,
adult education, youth service
and other major aspects of Cen-
ter work were explained in
graphic terms.

Other sessions covered such
subjects as the cultural implica-
tions of the new State of Israel
for Jewish Center programming;
day and country camping, and
personnel training and recruit-
ment. Leaders of Southern Jew-
ish youth, who attended the first
National Jewish Youth Confer-
ence early this Fall reported to
the convention.
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To AidLocal SOS Drives

New York, N. Y.:—SOS honorary Captain, Dick Powell, stage, screen
and radio star, found time between five daily shows at New York’s Capitol

Theater to record urgent SOS appeals for high protein-vitamin content

food for Europe's needy Jews. Spot announcements recorded by Powell, 1
Eddie Cantor and Henry Fonda will be heard over local radio outlets
during community campaigns for 3,000,000 cans of meats, fish, milk, juices,
fats, oils, fruit and cocoa, conducted by the SOS (Supplies for Overseas
Survivors) Collection of the Joint Distribution Committee. SOS supplies
supplement the purchases of the JDC for its overseas relief and rehabili-
tation programs which are made possible by the United Jewish Appeal.
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