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WHY SOME JEWS ARE NOT ZIONISTS
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For a long time we have wond-
ered why all Jews are not Zionists.
We personally have been deeply
concerned and spiritually enriched
with the Zionist ideal long before
serving as president of the Jackson-
ville Zionist District some 15 years
ago. To us, Judaism and Zionism
have always been as one, and we
could never understand how any
clear-thinking Jew could conscien-
tiously say he is not a Zionist.

The latest impartial poll reveals
that 80% of American Jews are

Zionists. Os this number many have not become definitely
affiliated with a Zionist organization, contenting themselves
with the feeling that they believe in a Jewish state in Pales-
tine, yet not bothering to “stand up and be counted” by
joining any specific group.
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Recently when we were attending the Southeastern
Zionist Convention in Charleston we sat in on an interesting

discussion of why some Jews are not Zionists. Some of the
reasons advanced were as follows: 1. The fear that their
loyalty to America might be questioned. 2. The fear that
their rights in this country may be liquidated. 3. The fear
that the Jew will lose recognition as a religious entity and
be called a "national." 4. The fear that the world will
never permit a Jewish state. 5 The fear that once a state
is established, other countries would expel its Jewish citi-
zens. 6. The fear of not being accepted socially by the non-
Zionists. 7. The fear of paying the necessary financial
support.

Any Jew who uses any of the above “reasons” for not
affiliating with the Zionist movement is guilty of superficial
thinking, of cowardly conduct, and of being among those
who are enemies of their own people.

A new excuse for not being a Zionist came to our at-
tention this week when a young Jewess wrote that she
"couldn't whip up enough enthusiasm" about Zionism. She
adds further, "blame it on laziness, if you wish."

This self-condemnation by one whom we consider among

the higher than average intelligentsia (albeit college train-
ing?), leads us to the conclusion that the so-called Jewish
heart is the fundamental requisite necessary to be a Zionist.
How can anyone with a “Jewish heart” fail to enthuse over
the thrilling experience of a Jewish Homeland being estab-
lished in our life time. How can anyone with a Jewish
conscience be afraid of artificial and unjust “reasons for not

hailing and saluting the Jewish state, and to WANT to do
everything possible to aid in its development. How can a

“religious ” Jew who has prayed since childhood for Eretz
Israel not be over-joyed and over-whelmed at the historic
days in which we are now living. It seems to me that the
public admission and the apparent pride in which the state-
ment is made by the young Jewess that she is not a Zionist
should subject her to scorn and humiliation.

With Eretz Israel now established as a Jewish State, it

behooves all of us to join together in every way possible to

safeguard its future, and to develop within ourselves a

strong sentiment of "belonging" to something permanent.
Israel” makes us feel that we are kin to the best in Jewish

We. and that this kindred feeling goes all the way back to

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and follows their descendants
until the culmination in the return to Israel. This is a

wonderful feeling to have.
Why are not all Jews Zionists so they can enjoy this

feeling of an exuberance of goodness?
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Cheerful
Synagogues

BY DAVID SCHWARTZ
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

Phil put down his paper.
Sam, he asked, "did you see

what Dr. Kayser said?"
“Who is Dr. Kayser?” asked

Sam.
"Dr. Kayser is Professor of Art

at the Jewish Theological Semin-
ary,” replied Phil, "and what he
says is food for thought. Yes, a
lot of food for thought. Maybe
the movies better watch out."

“Why do the movies have to
watch out?” asked Sam.

"Very simple," replied Phil.
"The movies may not be able to
stand the competition of the
synagogues."

“You mean,” replied Sam, “that
people will start going to the
synagogues like they go to the
movies. What’s the matter? Are
the synagogues going to start
some kind of give away pro-
grams? Are they going to run a
‘Stop the Prayers’ program and
maybe if you can identify a verse
of Genesis they’ll give you ten
thousand dollars?”

"You're laughing at me." said
Phil, "but I am serious. What
this Dr. Kayser says makes sense
to me."

“Nu, so tell me, what did Dr.
Kayser say that gave you so
much food for thought?”

"Dr. Kayser says the syna-
gogues and temples are too
gloomy looking. He says the old
Jewish synagogues were not like
that. Before we got so much of
this western civilization in our
system, our synagogues were
more cheerful looking and every-
thing about the synagogue was
more cheerful. Moreover, Dr.
Kayser says, our whole religion
was more cheerful. Take Yom
Kippur, Dr. Kayser points out
that today it is a kind of mourn-
ful holiday. It was not so in
other times. Why, in ancient Is-
rael, they used to go dancing on

Yom Kippur. Dr. Kayser has a
lot of exhibits in his art museum
showing some of these old syna-
gogues, brightly colored."

“It seems to me,” said Sam,
that there are some very beauti-
ful temples and synagogues being
built today.”

"Yes, they may be beautiful,"

replied Phil, "but are they cheer-

ful? Most of the time they are

kind of somber looking. They

make you feel somehow that the

God in them is a kind of dreary

Great Being whom you might

perhaps want to worship but

hardly to love."
“So you think,” said Sam, “that

a change in the temple architect-
ure would bring about a religious

revival?”
"Well, it would help," said Phil,

but as I said. Dr. Kayser implies

that we have lost much of the

qeneral cheerfulness of Jewish

life."
“Why,” said Sam, “I thought all

the old Jewish life was just a big

bucket of tears.”
I'll tell you a secret. I think

the old Jews were such a joyous

people that they even enjoyed

the tears."
“What other innovations would

you make in the synagogue, now

that you have started on the

revolution or is it to be a counter-

revolution?” Sam inquired.
"Well." said Phil, "take our

synagogues and temples. The

rabbi gets up. He recites a few

words in a monotone and the

people intone the response in a

monotone. Its mostly a one-man

affair. Anyway, it hasn't got too

much life in it. you'll admit."

“But take the old fashioned
synagogue. Why, everyone was

(Continued on Page Six)

iw*P -•*11' £

Bfr- alt?
E& . mmm:M -

•' y \ i%77' f

STILL MENACING—

Between You and Me . . .

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

THE DOMESTIC SCENE: The national
conference of the United Jewish Appeal
which would have been held in Atlantic
City on the 11th of this month will now
have to be postponed . . . This is because
the pro-Montor group has called a national
conference in Atlantic City on that day ...

Although the conflict affecting the United
Palestine Appeal will probably be settled
earlier, the U. J. A. will nevertheless not
be ready to hold its parley on December

11 . . . Believe it or not, but there are only twelve cities in
the United States where the Jewish population exceeds
40,000 . . . They are: Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland,

Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, Newark, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, St. Louis and San Francisco . . . And there are

no more than fourteen cities with a Jewish population be-

tween 15,000 and 40,000 . . . They are: Buffalo, Cincinnati,

Denver, Hartford, Jersey City, Kansas City, Miami, Mil-
waukee, Minneapolis, New Haven, Paterson, Providence,

Rochester and Washington . .
. There are about forty cities

where the Jews number between 5,000 and 15,000, while the
remainder of America Jewry resides in towns where the
Jewish population is under 5,000 . . . Alexander Dushkin may
soon proceed to Israel to streamline the educational system
along American lines . . . Incidentally, the question as to

who is to succeed the late Dr. J. L. Magnes as president of
the Hebrew University is now under discussion in this
country . . . The American Friends of the Hebrew University

will now probably be able to raise funds more easily for the
University . .

. They met last year with difficulties because

some American Zionists objected to Dr. Magnes being the
head of the institution and this affected fund-raising activ-
ities for the University.

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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