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CHARLESTON SETS AN EXAMPLE
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We are deeply indebted to Rabbi
Gilbert Klaperman of the Brith
Sholom Congregation in Charleston,
S. C. for sending us the following
excellent article :

CHARLESTON, South Carolina,
is an average American city and the
Jewish community of Charleston
is likewise an average Jewish com-
munity. Perhaps the fact that there
are four distinct and well organized
houses of worship, their attendant
Hebrew schools and the usual Com-
munity Center serving the less than
600 Jewish families of the city is a

sufficiently telling illustration of the capacity for difference
of opinion enjoyed and indulged in by the community.

There was one problem, however, which recently galva-
nized the entire community into action, transcending all pri-
vate allegiances and individual fealties, and welding the
small, fiercely loyal units into one group. ..This had to happen,
for if immediate and drastic steps had not been taken, a
major tragedy would have been visited upon our religious
well-being.

For several years the brew had been fermenting. Various
local physicians had also raised their voices of discontent
from time to time. Finally the matter could no longer be
silenced. It was brought to the attention of the public that
the “Mohel” was getting old and incompetent.

Rumors of supposed mishaps, unconfirmed—baseless in
some cases and maliciously initiated in others—nevertheless
undermined the faith of our people in the reliability of the
Mohel. Pregnant women, inspired by fear, dreaded the pros-
pect of bearing boys. Grandparents who insisted on the use
of the Mohel precipitated major family quarrels. Even those
who were religiously meticulous and observant began to
fear an impasse when the irresistible protective emotions of
mothers, bolstered by the claims of the medical men, would
meet the immovable force of religious tradition. Mohelim of
the neighboring communities, whose reputation was enhanced
by distance, could not ease the tension because they refused
to infringe on the rights of the local Mohel when they were
called upon to perform.

The most difficult aspect of the entire unpleasant situation
was that there was no forum upon which the complaints or
defense could be properly aired and judged. There were
many who saw in this conflict still another facet of the mani-
fold battle between Religion and Science. When the phy-
sicians, in all honesty, began to talk of the need for aseptic
techniques, the knowledge of anatomy, the control of infect-
ion, etc., the proponents of Science, regardless of the cir-
cumstances, rushed to its defense, and to the attack on ritual
circumcision. Responsible leaders of the community had no
way of examining the qualifications of the Mohelim or de-
fending them in scientific terms, even when their qualifi-
cations were acceptable. Nor had the critical physicians any
valid method of judging the Mohelim. They agreed in gen-
eral terms, with the disdain of the professional for the lay-
man, that the mohel must ipso facto be inadequate.

Regardless of the merits of the case, the unavailability of
such a proper medium for a roundtable, constructive dis-
cussion of the problem, the give and take necessary for the
healthy solution of an unpleasant situation, made it impos-
sible for any positive action to be taken to either dispel the
rumors or correct the conditions they implied. Instead the
rumors grew in geometric proportions. Those less concerned,
•ucouraged and bolstered by medical testimony that MILAH
was barbaric and dangerous, made the first break. Gradually
they began to employ the services of a physician to perform
circumcisions. A beautiful and basic traditional rite of our
P®°pl©, made to appear backward, dangerous and unclean, be-
gan to be abandonded.

Even when, under the pressure of public opinion and
the prodding of the doctors, the Mohel was pensioned and
two other competent Mohelim brought to the city, our
troubles were not over. For the dam had already been
woken. The same objections that were leveled against the

now-retired Mohel were also lodged against the new incum-

bents. The Jewish physicians continued to talk about t e
need for aseptic techniques and the knowledge of anatomy,

(Continued on Page Six)
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FORTY-NINERS
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency, Inc.)

VVe are forty-niners again. His-
torically, the forty-niners were the
people of the Gold Rush. The
forty-niners take us back to the
period when over the country they
were singing,
“O, Susannah, don’t you cry for

me
I’m off to California with a wash-

bowl on my knee.” •

There are many things to sug-
gest a resemblance between 1849
and 1949. It is quite conceivable
at any rate that there will be a
rush' to Israel in 1949 compar-

able to the rush to California in
1849. Indeed, that rush is already
in full swing.

There are similarities in the two
“rushes.” In the first place, the
climates of the two places re-
semble one another. Secondly,
both rushes were marked by a
cosmopolitanism of the migrants.

The forty-niners in the case of
California came not only from all
the states but from all parts of
the world. People came from
Maine, Georgia, Australia and
China. There were many Jews in
the California Gold Rush.

I think I’ve got my history right
in saying that the first Jewish
services in San Francisco in 1849
were arranged by a Jew who had
accompanied the vast exploration
expedition of General Fremont.
Adolph Sutro, a Jew, built the
famed Sutro tunnel in the mines.
Jewish pioneering in California
did not begin with the moving
picture industry. They inaugur-
ated many new branches of in-
dustry on the Pacific coast. Jews
were among the pioneers even in
California irrigation, and if we
want to round out the picture,

we may point to the fact that the
half-Jewish author, Bret Harte,
has given us perhaps the best
stories of the gold rush days.

But perhaps I am going away
from my point. What I wish to
point out is that early California
was a composite of people of

many environments, and the same

thing holds true today of Israel.

The Jews who are coming to Is-

rael are coming from all parts of

the world. This is a very valuable

thing for a new state, for it means

that “samples” so to speak of all

the variety that the world affords,

will be made available for the

new state.

The people of all the states, of

all the world, in a measure, built

up early California. What did

California do reversely for the

nation and the world? Nature

seems to go in for action and re-

action. If we affect others, others

in turn affect us.

We know that the gold rush not
only meant the building up of

California, but in a measure of the

nation. Historians tell us that the

discovery of the rich gold mines,

the addition to. the store of Amer-

ican gold, gave a lift to the whole

American * economy of that day.

The gold rush, in other words, was
not simply a Californian affair.

It was an American affair. It had

its repercussions on the millions

who had no thought of joining in

any gold rush.

I am wondering what effects the

“rush” to Israel will have on the

Jews of the world, outside of Is-

rael, and on the non-Jewish world.

First of all, of course, will be

the effects on the Near East. The

Jews may be fighting the Arabs

now, but after peace is finally ob-

tained, the Jews, in order to fur-

ther their own new industries in

Israel, will be trying to sell to the

(Continued on Page Six)
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Between You and Me . . .

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

A LIVING MONUMENT
This column is devoted entirely to Dr.

Chaim Weizmann’s autobiography “Trial
and Error” which has been published this
week by Harpers ... It is a book written
in a tone which is both simple and digni-
fied, and which is of great service to Jews
all over the world, inasmuch as it will
impress many non-Jews ... In style and
content the book will be compared by
many readers to Winston Churchill’s

memoirs ... In Jewish history it will definitely occupy a

greater place than memoirs will occupy in the
history of England ... It is one of the books that I read and
re-read . . . And there have been very few such books during
recent years .

. . In away, many Jews, when they read Dr.
Weizmann’s volume, will feel that they are reading their own
biographies . . . This is especially true in regard to those who
play an active role in the Zionist movement, or have taken
a serious interest in Jewish life in general ... It is a book
of contemporary Jewish history revolving around Dr. Weiz-
mann ... A clear picture of Dr. Weizmann the man, Dr.
Weizmann the Jewish political leader, Dr. Weizmann the
scientist emerges from the book . . . But above all, the
volume is a living monument not only to the President of
Israel, but to Jews in general ... It brings out clearly Jew-
ish trials and tribulations in various countries, international
obstacles placed on the road to Jewish statehood, and the
final realization of the Zionist aim through the establish-
ment of Israel . . .

* * * *

A MILITARY SECRET
There are many “behind the scenes” revelations in the

book which concern not only the Jews, but the world in
general . . . And in these the non-Jewish reader will be
interested no less than the Jewish reader . . . One of them
is the services performed by Dr. Weizmann, as a scientist,
for the United States during World War II . . . The President
of Israel reveals now for the first time how John W. Winant,
U. S. Ambassador to Britain, invited him to come to the

United States . . . America had just entered the war and
the American war machine was desperately in need of
rubber . .

. President Roosevelt learned of Dr. Weizmann’s
new formula for synthetic rubber and wanted him to come
to this country . .

. Upon his arrival, Dr. Weizmann conferred
with Roosevelt, but only as a scientist ... His plan which

was at that time a military secret, provided for the fermen-
tation of corn —of which millions of bushels were available

in the United States and Canada—and their conversion into
butyl alcohol and acetone needed for his process .

.
. The

butyl alcohol could without difficulty be used for the mak-

ing of butylene, and the butylene converted into butadiene,
the basis of rubber . . . But here Dr. Weizmann discovered
how strong was the influence of oil companies in Washing-

ton .. . Quantities of butadiene were already being made
out of oil . . . Since there is no difference in the final quality
of the rubber whether one produces butadiene from oil or

from alcohol, American oil groups saw competition in Dr.
Weizmann’s plan ... It did not take them long to realize
that Dr. Weizmann’s process was cheaper than theirs . . .At
this point, Dr. Weizmann’s difficulties began . . . However,

since Dr. Weizmann’s process was in the interests of the
American farmers who have an abundance of corn, the Na-

tional Farmers Union took a hand in the situation ... As a
result it developed into a battle between the National Farm-

ers Union and the oil companies . . . The struggle was long
but in the end Dr. Weizmann handed over his process to a
Philadelphia firm which began to use it during the war, and

continues to do so now.
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