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BEHIND THE
HEADLINES
IN ISRAEL

BY ADA OREN
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TO SING IN GAINESVILLE,
JACKSONVILLE AND MIAMI

Dr. Lubin's Address Features
Southeast JDC Meeting Held Here
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.MISS SARA FOGEL

Culminating the third annual meeting of the Southeast region

of the Joint Distribution Committee. Dr. Isador Lubin, American
representative to the United Nations Economic and Employment
Commission, declared that while the year 1948 was the year of
achievement for the state of Israel, 1949 is the year for American
Jewry to meet its obligations and settle the problem of homeless
Jews in Europe. "If American Jewry will meet its obligations in
the 1949 U. J. A. Campaign, the problem of clearing Europe of its
DPs can be solved." ~ “

TEL AVIV—
I The Israeli armed forces have
Legun to release some informa-

tion concerning the history of va-

rious formations and services.

¦After the Air Force, engineering

fend other units, it was the turn

Ls the Navy to receive visitors

land to reveal how it came into
being and where it stands today,

f Its officers love to recall that
¦the Israeli Navy was officially

torn on April 20, 1948, and - that
it has since become so noticeable
¦that British insurance companies,

[which continually raised rates for
[cargo destined for Palestine dur-
ing the last few years, at once
[reduced them by 50 percent when
khe Israeli Navy sank the Egyp-

tian flagship “Farouq” and anoth-

er ship in an engagement off
[Gaza during the recent Negev

[fighting.
The Navy's personnel was orig-

jinally recruited from the follow-
ing sources: 1. The Palmach
[naval company whose previous
[task and naval experience had
been the bringing in of illegal im-
migrants by sea.’ 2. The Jewish
merchant navy, such as it was
under the British. 3. Jews who
had served in the British Navy
during World War 11. 4. Volun-
teers from abroad.

Since men were few, vessels
scarce and bases non-existant and
the British held Haifa port—the
Navy began certain small defen-
sive actions. The second stage
was reached with the first naval
engagement and consisted of ac-
tive protection of Tel Aviv, the
only port then under Jewish con-
trol and through which vital im-
ports could arrive.

During this stage a number of
vessels were also made seaworthy
in the Haifa dockyards although
the British still held the port, and
some additional equipment was
acquired. The "fleet" consisted
only of small vessels rigged up as
fighting craft, but these improvis-
ed destroyers succeeded in dam-
aging Egyptian ships and injuring
hundreds of enemy crew members
despite a considerable discrepan-
cy in equipment.

The most important asset of the
Israeli Navy is the spirit of its
men - They are adept at impro-
visations and at making a little go
a long way, and they are devoted
fighters. They learn avidly—ls-
raeli signalmen must be able to
do their duty after a 6 weeks’
course, as compared with 3 to 4
m onths in the British Navy.

Addressing an assemblage of
over 200 people, representatives
from nine Southern states, Dr.
Lubin who has recently returned
from a visit abroad, told his lis-
teners of developments in each of
the European countries. “Because
of the attitudes of the govern-

ments in Bulgaria and Yugoslavia

in seeking to help Jewish emigra-
tion, our work in those countries
is almost completed. In Poland
the government has cooperated in
helping the J. D. C. establish co-
operatives in which trades and
skills can be taught so that the
people, who have long been mid-
dlemen in business, can become
productive whether they remain
in Poland or emigrate to Israel.
In Hungary the situation is en-
tirely different and most precari-
ous.

There, the Jews who are slowly
being pushed to the wall econom-
ically by government competition
in business are hesitant to leave
the country. These people have
no lingustic ties with the rest of
Jewry, and are endeavoring to re-

main in Hungary despite the at-
tempts of the government to up-

root them.
In Romania, which has the

largest Jewish population on the
continent, outside of the Soviet
Union, the Jews also are being

forced to leave.
"In all the countries of central

Europe we have been successful
in bringing these people to Israel,

but I must tell you." warned Dr.
Lubin, "that the doors for emigra-

tion are slowly closing, and it is
imperative that the Jews of these
countries be taken out immediate-
ly. The U. J. A. will give top
priority to this phase of its work
in 1949. Every Jew who can be
taken out of Europe this year will
be taken out —if American Jewry

raises its funds."
“France,” Dr. Lubin said, “has

been very cooperative in permit-
ting all Jews to remain in the
country if they will not become
public charges. In that country
also schools have been set up by

ORT and the JDC to teach skills
and prepare emigrants for life in
Israel or in the United States.

"Everywhere in Europe the
Jews are in transit. Everyone

wants to go someplace. Some are
trying to seek long lost relatives
in the United States. In the DP
camps the name of Eretz is a

cherished dream to be realized
this year or next year, but at
some time the mother or the
father or the orphan hopes to
reach its shores."

In a dramatic portrayal, Dr. Lu-
bin told of the plight of the Jews
of North Africa who are pouring

into the South of France to escape
unspeakable persecution in the
Arab countries. “The problem of
moving North African Jewry will
be ours the minute our job is com-
pleted in Europe,” he said.

Dr. Lubin spoke following a
panel question and answer period.

In an earlier session Joseph H.
Epstein of New Orleans was
named chairman of the JDC
Southeast Region.

Philip N. Coleman presided
over the meeting.

Sara Fogel, youthful lyric soprano, who received national ac-

claim following her appearance as winner of N. B. C.’s “The Big

Break” contest of last September, will present an outdoor recital

in Gainesville, Florida, Saturday afternoon, February 12th. She

will sing a varied selection of English, Yiddish, and Hebrew songs

before a student and faculty audience who will participate in the

B’nai B’rith Hillel Foundation Weekend of social and cultural ac-

tivities.

The recital will follow a picnic, which will be held at College

Park.

The University of Florida Hillel Foundation, which is spon-

soring the weekend, will be hosts to students from Florida Southern,

Florida State University, Casements, and Miami University.

On Sunday evening, February 13th, Sara Fogel, will also

appear before a .B’nai B’rith audience in the Jacksonville Jewish

Center, before leaving for Miami. Mr. Philip N. Coleman will

sponsor this recital.

Strictly Confidential
BY PHINEAS J. BIRON

WRONG PROJECT

Our Military Government in Germany is work-

ing on a big project ... The project will cost close

to a million dollars, American dollars ... It will

necessitate the evacuation of hundreds of Ameri-

can officers and their respective families from their

present quarters in the American Zone ... And

one of Hitler’s favorite German actresses may

come to our shores to interest the American people

in this project ... The project is to revive the

famous Oberammergau Passion Plays . . . The

plan calls for the resumption of the Passion Play

in 1950 after a lapse of 16 years .
. . Now, anybody

who knows anything about the growth of anti-

Semitism in Germany will tell you that the Passion

Plays and particularly the Oberammergau Plays

have contributed greatly to the intensification of

anti-Jewish sentiment in Germany and for that

matter the whole of central Europe .
.

. Besides

the Oberammergau players demonstrated beyond

the shadow of any doubt that there were not good

Christians . .
. Alois Lang, a prosperous wood-

carver who played Christ for many years was con-

victed as a Nazi and later acquitted of course .
. .

152 members of the Passion Play cast were mem-

bers of the Nazi party . . . Now, our Military Gov-

ernment which is supposed to inject democratic

education into the Germans, is virtually sponsoring

this great festival of anti-Semitism .
. . What does

it mean? . . . Where are the advisors on Jewish

affairs to General Clay? .
.

. Have they nothing to

say on that project? .
. . Would it not be fairer to

use the money required for the revival of the

Oberammergau Play to liberate a number of Nazi

victims still fenced in detention camps right near

the Oberammergau village? .
. . There is something

basically wrong with our intelligence service in

Germany . ..

THINK IT OYER
The Oberammergau case merely emphasizes that

the denazification process in the American Zone

is going ahead in reverse . . . The Koch and von
Papen acquittals are not isolated incidents . . .

They reflect a definite policy on the part of our

Military Government in Germany ... It is true

that the World Jewish Congress has and is protest-

ing but it would seem that the Israeli Government

should have something to say . . . The renazifica-

tion of Germany is of direct concern to world
Jewry . . . Our top Jewish leadership must ad-

dress itself to President Truman requesting that

he re-affirm one of our war aims, denazifying

Hitlerland .
. . And incidentally if you want to get

an idea of the human material %
that makes up cer-

tain sections of our Military Government in Ger-

many read Stefan Heym’s “The Crusaders” .
. .

Asheroff Named To
Head JDC Regional

Youth Division
In the Sunday morning session

of the Youth Division of the JDC,
Loo Asheroff of Miami, and stud-
ent at the U. of F., was named
youth chairman of the Southeast
Region. Norman Schiff of New

ork addressed the session which
Was arranged by Miss Sally Ben-

Representative.
Schain was the local chair-man.

Dr. Weizmann's Visit'
To U. S. Postponed
Because of Illness

BY CHARLOTTE WEBER
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

WASHINGTON (JTA) The
White House announced this
week that the visit of Dr. Chaim
Weizmann’ President of Israel, to

the United States has been post-

poned until late in April, be-

cause of Dr. Weizmann’s health.
The Israeli President was ex-

pected to aatend a New York
dinner arranged by the Ameri-
can Committee for the Weizmann
Institute of Science on February

19. President Truman hoped to

be present at the testimonial
dinner for Dr. Weizmann.

The text of the White House

statement reads as follows:
“The President has learned

with deep regret that Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, President of the State
Council of Israel, has been com-

pelled by illness to postpone his
visit to the United States until

(Continued on Page Five)


