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Marriage By Reform Rabbis

We were shocked this week in
reading about an act of religious
intolerance in England when the
Board of Jewish Deputies of Great
Britain,- a., unique ancient body
equivalent to a central religious
Jewish Community with parliamen-
tary sanction often referred to as
"The Jewish Parliament" of Eng-
land, refused to approve an amend-
ment to permit Rabbis of Liberal
Synagogues to issue certificates of
marriage for members of their con-
gregations, as is done by Orthodox
and Conservative Synagogues.
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This organization composed of representatives of all
synagogues and of some Jewish fraternal organizations is
recognized by the Government as the sole representative of
British Jewry.

The split occurred at the last meeting of the Board when
the representatives of the Liberal Jewish Syangogue (equiv-
alent to reformed Temples in this country) headed by Lady
Hariog, introduced the amendment. By a majority of 78 to
60. the Board voted against the amendment, upon which the
delegates of the Liberal Synagogues arose and left the hall
and the Board as a body.

Prior to this action, the question was discussed at great
length from the floor of the meeting. Are we or are we not
members of the Jewish faith? And there is only one Jewish
Faith,—Orthodoxy? Lady Hartog cited examples of other
Liberal Jewish Synagogues such as that of Rabbi Leo Baeck
of Berlin and the late Rabbi Stephen Wise’s Free Synagogue
in New York, which enjoy the same privileges in issuing
marriage certificates to its members as do Orthodox Rabbis.

She was strongly supported by other speakers, even by
Orthodox deputies. Mr. Isaac Landau, representative of the
conservative United Synagogues said. "We would be guilty
of an act of great religious intolerance if we refused to give
effect to Lady Hartog's amendment". Another deputy. Mrs.
A. J. Cohen, of the Union of Jewish Women, asked. "Are we
not inconsistent if we admit Liberal Synagogues to repre-
sentation and then say. "You are not Jews and you do not
profess the Jewish religion?" A third deputy. Mr. Lieberman
argued, "Does Jewish religion mean THE Jewish religion, or
does it mean Jewish religion in various forms in which Jews
like to practice it?"

But arguments were of no avail. The Orthodox major-
ty, instructed by the Chief Rabbi who, in England, has
semi-official powers, voted against the amendment and the
Liberals left the meeting and the organization.

While we belong to both the orthodox and conservative
synagogues in this community, we have always manifested a
feeling of brotherly kinship to the reform synagogue. In
truth, our slogan has always been to serve Southern Jewry

Jith an ORTHODOX conscience, a REFORM outlook, and a

CONSERVATIVE tone. We would be amiss in our duties
of fairness were we not to raise our voice against the in-
justice to the reform Jews of Britain of this ridiculous act
°* religious intolerance.
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Baseball in Israel
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright. 1949, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

Dopey sometimes gets his facts
twisted. He came running the
other day.

“Mazel Tough,” he said.
“The word is Mazel Tov,” I

said, “but what’s it all about?”
“Didn’t you read in the papers

that an American Jewish athlete
has gone to Israel to introduce
the game of baseball there?”

“I think,” I replied “it is bas-
ketball, not baseball.”

“No,” said Dopey, “it is base-
ball. The ancient Jews were
great baseball players.”

“Well, that’s something new,”
I said. “So you’ve been reading
the Saturday Evening Post
again?”

“No,” he says.
“Where did you find that out

then?”
“Well,” said Dopey, “didn’t you

read about the archaeologist? He
uncovered the ruins of a city and
didn’t find any baskets there
so they must have played base-
ball.

“I get your point,” I said.
“Maybe there’s something to it.”

“Besides,” said Dopey, “doesn’t
it say in the Bible, ‘cast your ball
on the water?”

“No,” I said, “It says, “Cast
your bread on the waters. It will
return to you. That is to say,
if you do a good deed, somehow
the good will return to you.”

“Well,” said Dopey, “ifit comes
back, it must bounce back. So
that shows they must have had
bouncing balls. Maybe they
played tennis.”

“Yes, maybe,” I said.
“You always maybe,” said Do-

pey. “Iam for sure. Take David.
Didn’t he play ball?”

“I never heard of his being on
any of the teams.”

“Sure, it says in the Bible he
played the Giants. Goliath was
a giant.”

“Yes,” I said, “and then there
is the House of David baseball
team, too.”

“Yes, you’re catching on.
You’re not as big a dope as you
look. And when the Israelis
played, they always won by a
big score.”

“How do you make that out?”
“Because they weren’t allow-

ed to take a close shave.”
“Dopey,” I said, “you’re im-

possible.”
“I just give the facts,” said Do-

pey.
“Say,” said Dopey, “do you

think the Tel Aviv Mogen Davids
will ever play the Yankels?”

“It’s the Yanks,” I said.
“It’s the same thing,” said Do-

pey. “I think,” he continued,
“those Israelis are sure going to

take to baseball. I understand
that while the Arabs had tanks
and all improved kinds of ar-
maments supplied to them by the
British, the Israleis had to rely
mostly on hand grenades. They
must be good at throwing things.
So they’ll like baseball.”

“Just to think,” concluded Do-
pey, “after two thousand years

of being batted around from one
base to another, they have made
a home run. And what a home
run. They beat the whole Arab
League with even Bevin pitch-
ing against them. World
Champs.”

Maybe Dopey isn’t such a dope
after all.
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URGENT—

Between You and Me . . .

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

Don’t be surprised to hear soon that
peace has been reached between the lead-
ership of the Zionist Organization of
America and its opposition, organized as
the Committee for Progressive Zionism...
Serious “peace talks” between the two
factions are now taking place, and both
sides are very optimistic as to the out-
come .

. . The Z.O.A. leadership is of-
fering the opposition group “appropriate
representation” in the new administration

which is to be elected by the Z.O.A. convention to be held
at the end of this month . . . Naturally, the presidency of the
organization remains reserved by the leadership for its can-
didate, Daniel Frisch, under all circumstances . . . And I
understand that the opposition is inclined to accept Frisch
instead of advancing a candidate of its own at the convention
. . . Thus, the Z.O.A. convention may pass peacefully and
see the organization re-united . . . Who is going to be the
next chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council?
. . . This is the question that interests many Zionists in this
country inasmuch as the Council represents all Zionist groups
in the United States . . . Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has indicated
that he does not intend to hold chairmanship of the org-
anization any longer . . . And new election of officers will
probably take place next month . . . The Central Committee
of the Labor Zionist Organization of America decided to
start an intensive campaign throughout the country to com-
bat the propaganda conducted by Jewish Communists against
the Israeli Cabinet . . . The campaign will be carried on by
means of meetings, radio programs and in the press . . .

Orders to this effect have been sent out by the Central Com-
mittee to every member of the Labor Zionist Organization
in the United States ... If you are planning to visit Israel
first get a copy of the guide for American, tourists in Israel
published by the Z.0.A., under the title "So You’re Going
To Israel” ... It tells you all about the good time you will
have in Israel, but also about the difficulties you may face
there in finding hotel accommodations, in cleaning your suit
and in washing your laundry . . .
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