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TEL AVIV—

As a result of developments

during the last few generations

enormous differences exist now

even within the pale of tradi-

tional Judaism in Israel.

While the Mizrachi, and espec-

ially Hapoel Hamizrachi, long

ago decided to work for a com-

promise between Ghetto tradition
and the justified requirements of

modern living and accepted the
principles of Zionism, there is op-
position in the Jerusalem quarters

inhabited by pious persons steep-
ed in the east European Jewish
heritage.

In these areas only young
children talk Hebrew among
themselves although practically
all grown-ups can speak it, but
refrain from using the Holy
Language on principle. The last
strongholds of opposition to this
formerly objectionable innovation
are only now capitulating to the
Youth Aliya requirement that all
children under its trusteeship
must be educated in Hebrew; this
is simply the price* these circles
pay for the opportunity to imbue
even a small proportion of immi-
grant children with their ideals
of generations past.

With the present tightening-up
of government supervision over
private institutions of education,
the press rebounds with attacks
on and defense of ancient schools
and orphanages, causing the re-
cent setting-up of a commission
to enquire into the methods still
in vogue in one such Jerusalem
institution.

It is interesting to note that
staff members of the orphanage
under attack admit that their
charges may not leave the build-
ing and are not given any oppor-
tunity for extracurricular occu-
pations when the weather does
not permit their strolling in the
yard or working in the garden,
"here are no funds for games or
toys, and reading as a pastime is
out of the question because the
trustees consider all .secular liter-
ature dangerous to the orphans'
ujorals. not to speak of the utter
domination of radio and other
entertainments. «

Nevertheless, these same quar-
ers have now come so far as to

Publish Hebrew newspapers
which they use to explain that

e recent regulation permitting
women to vote in formerly-
festricted Jerusalem must be
considered an unjustified act of
assimilation to the “progressive-

's” typical of Galut life. To
ase people—a small minority ofn° significance outside Jerusalem,

waning there—Zionism is
1 an objectionable manifesta-

tion of purely secular nationalism,
u can no longer be ignored as

actor in the life of the country;

tn
nevert heless, entitled only

i. T® consideration which Jew-
tradition enjoins towards the

Powers that be.
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Mrs. Elsie Elfenbein, of Jersey
City. N. J., Executive Director of
the National Council of Jewish
Women, sailed from New York
aboard the S. S. Queen Mary re-
cently to represent her organiza-
tion at the International Council
of Jewish Women, which conven-
ed in Paris on May 29. While
abroad, she will visit the activi-
ties sponsored in France by the
National Council of Jewish Wo-
men, which include the mainte-
nance of the Council Home for
unattached Jewish women in
Paris, shipments of work and
play materials to OSE Children's
Homes, and the provision of sup-
plementary items of food to
young French adults. Mrs. Elf-
enbein will also confer with four
French social welfare workers,

trained on Council scholarships

at American universities,*' who are
now holding responsible positions
with the French Government or

the American Jewish Joint Dis-
tribution Committee.

Southern Conference
For Culture Planned
June 26 In Atlanta

A conference is being called
by the Cultural Series Committee
of the Southern Section, JWB,
in cooperation with the Jewish
Center Lecture Bureau of the
National Jewish Welfare Board.
This announcement was made by
Dave White of Houston, Texas,
Chairman of the Southern Sec-
tion Cultural Series Committee.

At this conference there willbe
an opportunity to evaluate the
experiences of the past year and
plan for the ensuing year. In-
volved will be representatives
from all affiliated and unaffili-
ated communities in the South-
east Region of the Southern Sec-
tion, JWB. Samuel D. Freeman,
Director of the Jewish Center
Lecture Bureau, will participate
in the conference.

This conference will take place
on Sunday, June 26, 1949, at 10:00
A. M., at the Ansley Hotel, At-
lanta, Ga.

/

Officers of the Southern Sec-
tion are: Honorary President,
Jules J. Paglin, New Orleans,
La.; Daniel Schlanger, Houston,
Tex.; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Mil-
ton Sirkin, Miami Beach, Fla.,

Wolfe K. Lefkoff, Chattanooga,
Tenn., Max Morrison, Knoxville,
Tenn., Bernard Schaenen, Dallas,
Texas, and Dr. William A. Wex-
ler, Savannah, Ga.; Treasurer,

Ira Trivers, Chattanooga, Tenn.,
Secretary, Dr. Herbert Lewy,

Tampa, Fla.
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Israel Leaders Urge U. S. Zionists
Remain Mobilized

NEW YORK—An urgent call to American Zionists to remain
mobilized in behalf of continued aid and support to the upbuilding

of Israel and in the settlement of the thousands of immigrants now
pouring into the Jewish state from all parts of the world was con-

tained in messages addressed to the 52nd annual convention of the
Zionist Organization of America by Israeli leaders.

The messages expressed con-
cern and interest in the delibera-
tions of the ZOA conclave and
paid high tribute to American
Zionist leaders for their efforts
toward the establishment of the
Jewish State.

MOSHE SHARETT

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe
Sharett, in his message said:
“Your convention will be able to

Senator
Claude Pepper

Senator Claude Pepper,
(Dem.), Fla., stated: “The.in-
dependence of Israel is-one of
the great historical events of
world history we have been
privileged t 6 see in our time,
and those of us who in our town

several ways have made some
contribution to the significant
and happy event will have
eternal reason to be proud. Is-
rael’s recent admission as a
member of the United Nations
is the climax of a long strug-
gle which has ended with Vic-
tory and Peace.”

look back upon a period of stu-

pendous achievements of Israel in
the fields of military valor and
political consolidation, as well as
its undreamed of immigration

record. At the same time, it will
have to face the tasks of assist-
ing and directly participating in
a reconstruction program of un-
precedented magnitude and ur-
gency.”

He called upon American Jew-
ry to “awaken to the compelling
realization of its exceptional re-
sponsibility and its historic
chance of self-expression through

the upbuilding of Israel. May
the counsels of your great or-
ganization be blessed with inspir-
ation, its ranks with unity, its
leadership with enhanced effec-
tiveness.”

His message expressed confi-
dence that “American Zionism
will rise to the greatness of the
hour.”

DANIEL AUSTER

Jerusalem’s Mayor, Daniel
Auster, cabled: “Jerusalem fol-
lows with deep concern your de-
liberations hoping they will con-
tribute to the strenghthening of
the State of Israel and the Eter-
nal Capital. We knew of your
great services to our cause with-
out which we should not have
succeeded and look forward to

your continued devoted coopera-
tion. I convey special tribute to

your retiring president, Dr. Neu-
mann, whose brilliant and force-
ful leadership has rallied Ameri-
can Jewry to our side.” .

DR. ABRAHAM GRANOVSKY

“Your fifty-second convention
assembles after the successful
conclusion of the final phase in
Israel’s political struggle for in-
ternational recognition which was
so valiantly and effectively sup-

ported by the ZOA and its lead-
ers, “Dr. Granovsky’s cable said:
“Now we are confronted by the
problems of upbuilding the
country, accentuated by the in-
flux of masses of immigrants for
whom land, homes and produc-

tive employment must be found.
The message voiced confidence
that “the ZOA will take up this
challenge willingly and arouse
American Jewry to material sup-

port of Zionist authorities in Is-
rael on a scale commensurate
with our needs. Financial re-
demption of the land through the
Kayemeth must follow and com-
plete the victories won in bat-
tle. We appreciate highly the de-
voted service of your president,
Dr. Emanuel Neumann, who al-
ways exhibited profound under-
standing of the problems of land
redemption.”

A substantial and convincing victory for

human rights occurred recently in Atlanta, Ga.,

where the City Council passed an ordinance, orig-

inally sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Com-

merce, which is aimed at the Ku Klux Klan and

forbids masks to be worn on the City’s streets.
When, earlier in the year, the Junior Chamber

publicly advocated passage of the ordinance, a

barrage of letters and telepnone calls, favorable

to it, poured in on members of the Council. The

Executive Committee of Atlanta s Civitan Club

endorsed it, as did the Atlanta Council of Chris-

tian Women, and the Fulton County Grand Jur-

ors’ Association. It was apparent that the anti-,

mask ordinance, which the Jaycees had the wis-

dom and courage to sponsor, was widely sup-

ported by Atlanta’s patriotic citizens.

Councilman Archie Lindsey, who introduced

the measure before the Council s entire member-

ship and a packed gallery, made a preliminary

statement. “We had a demonstration last night,”

he said. “A symbol labeled Ku Klux Klan was

placed at my home, and it was done under cover.

I have had anonymous telephone calls which

threatened me and my family. I am just taking

a stand in behalf of public decency. We were

told there was no need for an anti-mask ordi-

nance, but I learned differently.” The roll was

called, the vote announced l7 to oin favor

of the ordinance. Seventeen votes for American-

ism and decency. Seventeen votes against terror-

ism. An outburst of applause came from the

crowded visitors’ section of the Chamber. A few

minutes after Council’s adjournment Mayor

Hortsfield affixed his signature to the new meas-

ure and it became law.

Good Will in Georgia
THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION was jubi-

lant. “The City of Atlanta has done a good

deed,” it declared the next day. “The ordinance

is aimed at the Klan, but also at any other org-

anization which tries to mask its face and commit
violence under the cover of a mask. The Klan

is a civic and moral cancer. It brings sorrow
everywhere it exists. It corrupts police forces,

sheriffs’ offices, and some courts. It also cor-

rupts individuals. It is not without reason the
United States has declared it to be a subversive
organization. Its organizers enrich themselves at
the expense of $lO suckers and encourage vio-

lence to entice the unwary.” It congratulated the

Council, Mr. Lindsey, “the fine young men of
the Junior Chamber, and the older ones of the

Grand Jurors’ Association.”

Equally enthusiastic was THE ATLANTA

JOURNAL which said editorially, “City Council

has done honor to itself and the community . . .

Council thus proclaims to the world that the City

of Atlanta condemns and is determined to abolish
a practice which lends itself to brutal intents and

criminal deeds. The Ku Klux Klan, if its hands

were clean and its motive in accord with true

Americanism, would welcome such an ordinance

for its own protection. It would voluntarily
abandon, for all times and all places, those dis-

guises which proverbially belong to gangsters

and thugs. No men who have a good cause and
valiant convictions are afraid or ashamed to show

their faces. Men who hide behind a mask and

work in darkness are a peril to law and order,

to the public welfare and to individual security

and freedom. (Continued on Page 9)


