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J.T. A. SERVICE TO JEWRY LAUDED IN ISRAEL
PLAIN TALE

By Alfred Segal

» A VISITOR CALLS

J4y friend# Eli Elias# the Hunt-

ington Park (Los Angeles) mer-

chant, dropped in on me as he (

always does when he comes thru 1
our town on his buying trips to-

ward New York.

“And how’s business?” I ask-

ed, not byway of making con-:
versation but as one who is
slightly worried about the nat-1
ional economy, and are times go-

ing to be better before they get

any worse.

But Mr. Elias' mind was not

so much on his business. Indeed,

at the moment it was not at all
an business. It was dwelling on
Judaism and what's to become
of us all, considering how neg-
lectful most of us are about our
religion. (By the way, when was

the last time YOU were in the
synagogue?)

Mr. Elias is a business man for
whom business merely is away

of making a living, though he
works hard at it and has made a
fine success. Yes, it’s a good liv-
ing but it isn’t life. Life is some-
thing else again. Life has to do
with God and with a man try-
ing to look somewhat like His
image; life is a matter of ideals
and walking with head lifted.

Sure enough, ideals must be
applied to a man's business, too,
but business is just a side-line by
which the physical process of
life is kept going.

Mr. Elias had been traveling
across the country from Los
Angeles talking about something
new in Jewish life to whatever
Jew he met on the way. It was
really old, as old as Jewish life
itself which is the oldest living
entity in the world; but it was
new because it had become only
a memory of many Jews.

Mr. Elias was talking about a
revival of Jewish religion and he
•as almost evangelical about it.
Jews had gofte away from Jewish
religion on a variety of tangents:
Jewish culture, Jewish philan-
thropy, Jewish nationalism, Jew-
‘sh self-defense.

He wasn’t finding fault in any
°, th«e but he was asking; How
about Jewish religion? After all,
ewish religion was the main
j^merstone. Jewish religion had

“®nn the reason for staying alive,
s ethical laws, embodied in the

jorah, were called the Tree of

ifi n
*r°m wbich Jews fed plent-

y even when they had little
to live by. Jewish religion

38 what the martyrs died for.

Through the recent years a lot
J* | he J ews had been feeling

Wish chiefly on account of the
of persecution. Or they
feeling Jewish on account

* some personal slights they

Tiered “ Jews. Or, as many
s did* they were feeling Jew-

Jewish Broadcast
Sunday To Feature
Independence Day

In celebration of Independence
Day, the Eternal Light will offer
“The Sealed Tunnel”, written by
Irve Tunick, on Sunday, July 3,
1949 (NBC network, 12:30-1:00
PM DST), according to an an-
nouncement by the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary of America, un-
der whose auspices the program
is conducted.

Next week’s script tells the
dramatic of the building of
the Touro Synagogue, today a

national shrine, in the years just
prior to the Revolution. Several
acts of bigotry and intolerance
caused its rabbi and the Newport
minister who was his good friend,

to order the construction of a
tunnel—as an avenue of escape—-
beneath the speaker’s stand

There it remained, a terrible
symbol of where hate might lead
until George Washington penned
his historic letter to the Touro
Jewish community promising a
government which gave to “big-
otry no sanction, to persecution
no Assistance.” Only then was

the tunnel sealed —with the und-
erstanding that keeping it sealed
required eternal vigilance to

guard the health of our democ-
racy.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, whose
election to the Board of Trustees
of Brandeis University makes her

the first woman to join the
twelve-man governing body of
the new University.

ASHES OF 200.000 JEWS
MURDERED BY NAZIS

ARRIVE IN ISRAEL

TEL AVIV, (JTA) Ashes
said to represent the remains of

200,000 European Jewish victims
of Nazi persecution arrived at

Lydda airport this week from
Vienna. The ashes will be taken
to Jerusalem where a burial ser-
vice will be held in a few days.

300 Notables Attend Anniversary
Jewish Weekly News Service

BY M. A. TENENBLATT AND B. CORALNIK
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency Correspondents)

TEL AVIV. (JTA) The 30th Anniversary of the existence

of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency and its local affiliate, the Pales-
tine Telegraphic Agency, was celebrated here at a dinner attended
by more than 300 leading personalities, including members of the
Israeli Cabinet, the Knesset and the diplomatic corps. The dinner,

given in honor of Jacob Landau, managing director of the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, who is now visiting Israel, was presided over
by Joseph Heftman. president of the Israeli Journalists Association.
The Southern Jewish Weekly is affiliated with the J.T.A.

Messages lauding the role
which the J.T.A. played during

the thirty years of its existence
were received from President
Chaim Weizmann, President
David Ben Gurion, Foreign Min-
ister Moshe Sharett, Minister of
Education Zalman Shazar, Min-
ister of Communiciations David
Remez, Chairman of the Jewish
executive Berl Locker and others.
President Weizmann, in his mes-
sage to Mr. Landau, regretted
his inability to attend the dinner.

Mr. Heftman reviewed the
(work of the J.T.A. since its in-
ception. “I wish that our news

i agency shall live and prosper

( and bring good news to Israel
from the countries outside of the
Jewish state and vice versa,” he
said. Joseph Sprinzak, speaker
of the Knesset, stated that it is

a good omen that the J.T.A. an-
niversary is being celebrated in
Israel and not in New York or in
any other place since “it is nat-

ural that the center of the J. T. A.
should be in Israel.”

| U. S. and Israel Ambassadors
) Laud J.T.A. News Reporting
| United States Ambassador
James G. McDonald, who receiv-
ed a tremendous ovation, told
the dinner guests: “I have per-
sonal reasons for congratulating

the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

From the J.T.A. Daily Bulletins
I learn everything that is going
on in Jewish public institutions
in the United States and in gen-

jeral in Jewish life the world over.
My second reason is because the

J.T.A. illustrates a cardinal prin-
ciple of freedom of the press.
It is independent of any govern-
ment and is not subsidized by

any government or any official
body. Only such an agency can
faithfully serve its genuine pur-
pose of true reporting.” He con-
cluded by wishing “ever-increas-
ing success” to the Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency and by congrat-
ulating Mr. Landau.

Eliahu Elath, Israeli Ambas-
sador to Washington who is now
on a visit to Tel Aviv, said that
many Jews in the United States
learned about Judaism and Zion-
ism from the dispatches of the

[Jewish Telegraphic Agency. He

I lauded the pioneering activities
of Mr. Landau and called upon
him to increase his endeavors to
build a bridge between Israel and
the countries outside of the Jew-
ish state. Moshe Shapira, Min-
ister of Interior, Immigration

(Continued on Pago •)

Low Passed Against
Discrimination

In Miami

MIAMI BEACH ,Afi anti-
discrimination ordinance making

it illegal to display or maintain
advertising which promotes racial
or religious discrimination was
passed unanimously by the City

Council of this resort city. The
ordinance is the first such passed
in the South.

Providing for penalties up to

a SSOO fine and 90 days in jail,

the new law is the culmination
of an intensive education cam-
paign carried on for the past

three and a half years by various
Florida civic agencies. The Flor-
ida regional office of the Anti-

Defamation League and the Flor-
ida State B’nai B’rith took an
active part in the campaign.

Adoption of the ordinance by

the City Council was facilitated
by passage of an Enabling Act
by the Florida legislature which
specifically empowered the City

Council to adopt such a measure.
ADL officials helped draft the

Enabling Act.

Public officials and represen-

tatives of business, labor and ed-

ucational organizations hailed the
City Council’s action as a major

step forward in the fight against

racial and religious bigotry.

Israel Admitting Immigrants At
Risk To Its Economy,

Rep. Roosevelt Says ,

NEW YORK. (JTA) Rep. Franklin D. Roosevelt. Jr., who

recently returned from a visit to Israel, told a Greater New York

United Jewish Appeal dinner here this week that the Jewish state,

"at a very real risk to its economy, has taken upon itself the tre-

mendous task of making a home for the homeless Jews of the world

and is welcoming thousands of immigrants every month-something

Which much older, larger more secure states are unwilling or afraid

?a do."
lo aw»

Israel’s great concern, Mr.

Roosevelt added, is that it will

not be able to provide its im-

migrants with the barest essen-
tials.” He reported that Israel

has adopted a rigorous rationing

program, is taxing its people

heavily and has undertaken a

strict, austere way of living.

“Still the Israelis do not feel they

are doing their immigrants jus-

tice when thousands must live

in tents or on the bare ground,”

he declared.
v

ish because -of Palestine and the

hope of making a good country

for afflicted brethren.

But now the hope of Pales-

tine is achieved in the Republic

if Israel, and for American Jews

that can not offer any patriotic
stimulation. American Jews

know that America is their

homeland and Israel will be an

admirable country for their

kinsmen whom they must help

to settle.

SOUTHERN YOUNG JUDAEANS
announce new officers

J. B. Maser of Birmingham, Alabama was elected president

of the Southern Region of the Young Judaea at the Annual Summer

Camp Convention held at Camp Blue Star. Sautee. Georgia June

17-23. He succeds Gerald Sohn of Jacksonville. Florida. Other of-

ficers elected at the camp convention are: Esther Slovis of Knox-

ville. Tennessee. District 1 Vice-President: Lee Movscovits of Savr

annah. Georgia, District 2 Vice-President: John Louise Osheroff

of Miami Beach, Fldrida. District 3 Vice-President: Raselle Hurvich

of Birmingham. Alabama; Secretary; Albert Beermen of Atlanta.

Georgia, Treasurer.
Committee chairmen who were

elected to serve the 400 Judaeans

in the eight states comprising the

Southern Region along with the
newly elected officers are:

Isabelle Sirota and Stella Al-

hadeff of Atlanta, Georgia, co-

chairman of the Historian com-
mittee; Ruth Shimony of Mem-

phis, Tennessee, Chairman of the

American Affairs committee,

Harriet Koslow of Charleston,

South Carolina, chairman of the

Irsaeli Projects committee; Joan
Finkelstein and Ruth Clein of
Montgomery, Alabama, co-chair-
man of the Public Relations com-
mittee; Myra Corkland of Knox-
ville, Tennessee, Chairman of
Young Judaea Month Commit-
tee; Charles Kroloff and Rosalie

Baranovitz of Atlanta, Georgia,

Co-chairmen of the Publications
Committee; Abner Tritt of Jack-
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