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plain talk
By Alfred Segal

A BIRTHDAY
This is written on my birthday.

1 understand that tonight some of

my friends are doing something

about it. though birthdays em-

barrass me more and more, the
way they spitefully pull my nose

and say, "It's another year gone,
Segal! Another year, and it

looks like you may be getting to

be an old man".

It’s positively mortifying. I
try to snort contemptuously at

these suggestions. I slick my

few hairs down with hair oil to
give myself a sharp appearance.
I have started to wear brighter
neckties. I have my shoes shined
more often than I ever did when
I was much younger. *

Yes. I say. I'll fool' all those
years of mine. They're not going

to make an old man of me. I
pull down my hat to a gayer
slant. I keep my pants pressed
sharply. As soon as it gets a bit
cooler I shall put on that gaudy

sports jacket again.
These devices have paid off, as

I discovered the other evening.
I had gone for dinner to the sum-
mer resort we call Coney Island
in our town. Afterward I walk-
ed around the place and came to
the stand of the expert who
guesses your age and gives you a
cane if he doesn’t guess right.

"How old am I?" I asked him
byway of challenge.

The expert looked at me from
top to toe and all arpund me, too,
taking in all the factors . . .

“Well, sir”, he finally said, “you
are ..

..

” He named a number
of years. He made me 12 years
younger than my chronological
age.

I shook his hand.
“Thank you, sir. You’re a

truthful man. My birthdays have
been lying to me.”

But though I fooled the expert
I can't fool myself that simply.
On my birthdays I fall into nos-
talgic moods, like any elderly
man—like one of those gaffers
who like to tell how much better
everything was when they were
young. v

“Yes,” I say, “everything was
so much better. The way of life
isn t what it used to be. We have
autos, television, night spots and
the split atom but is isn’t as good
as it used to be.”

in my function as columnist
writing for the Jewish press, my
backward-looking meditations on
this, my birthday, must necessar-
,ly be Jewish. Oh, I sigh, being
a Jew isn't what it was when I
was young.

i remember: Being a Jew, in
°ur town, at least, was nothing
awfully depressing any more

an being a Presbyterian or a
atholic, or a descendant of the

“ish. it was nothing that im-
P*nged on your mind every hour
ln business as well as pleasures.

h i Was a ba PPY identity that
ad to do mainly with the Seder

east; with the fragrance of
ome-baked bread on Sabbath

p
Ve' whh haman-taschen on
Urim and candle lights on Cha-

(Continued on Page 8)
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“I SEE YOU, AMERICA!”
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Esta Kalisz, 2, her hands full of
cookies and her big brown eyes

full of fun, peeps out at her unfa-
miliar but friendly surroundings
from behind a pile of baggage as
she and her parents, under the
auspices of HIAS (Hebrew Immi-
grant Aid Society), disembark at

Establishment Os
Israel Added Dignity
To Jews, Rabbi Says

NASHVILLE (JTA)—The situ-
ation of Jews the world over has
taken on “added dignity and
meaning” as a result of the estab-
lishment of Israel, Rabbi Arthur
Hertzberg of this city declared
this week at the sixth annual
Institute of Race Relations at
Fisk University. “While there
will be no political connection
between Israel and Jews in other
countries,” Rabbi Hertzberg as-
serted, “there will be a tremen-
dous religious and cultural bond.”

New York. Esta was born in a
DP camp, and her parents, veter-
ans of several concentration
camps, came on the Army trans-
port MARINE JUMPER, which
brought in 884 DPs of all races
and creeds, 283 of them Jews.
HIAS, which cooperates with the
IRO in facilitating the immigra-
tion of DPs to the United States
under the provisions of the DP
Act of 1948, is currently seeking
$5,005,000, the largest budget in
its 64-year history, in order to
carry on effectively and speedily
its urgent work of rescue.

ISRAEL SEEKS UAH 0. S.
JEWISH TECHNICIANS

NEW YORK (JTA)—The Israeli Government would welcome
10,000 American Jewish technicians, mechanics, engineers and ag-

riculturalists. a Jewish Labor Committee delegation which has just
returned from a two-month survey of Israel and Europe reported
here this week at a press conference. The five-member group,
headed by Adolph Held, chairman of the J. L. C.. urged the exten-
tion of Marshall Plan aid to the Jewish state.

Extending the welcome to skill-
ed American Jewish workers,
Premier David Ben Gurion told
the delegation that these special-
ists to aid in the development of-
a sound economy in the new
state. “Our greatest problem,”
the Premier stated, “is to settle
the barren territory as speedily
as possible. For this \tfe need
large financial assistance.”

Communism has gained no

foothold in Israel and never will,

the delegation reported. Ex-
pressing admiration for the
"know-how" of government dis-
played by the leaders of Israel,

the delegation members asserted
that the Israeli Government had
performed "a terrific feat" in ad-
mitting 200,000 immigrants in one
year despite the admittedly dif-
ficult economic problems facing

it. The J. L. C. mission also ob-

served that responsible leaders in

Israel are showing increasing
understanding of the role to be
played by American Jewry in the
existence and progress of the
Jews of Israel.

During its tour of Western Eu-
rope, the delegation studied gen-
eral conditions of Jewry there
and inspected cooperatives, child-
ren’s homes and cultural institu-
tions which the Committee has
built and is maintaining in those
countries. Members of the group,
besides Mr. Held, were: Jacob
Pat, executive secretary of the
Committee; Israel Feinberg, vice-
president of the International
Ladies Garment Workers Union;

Louis Hollander, president of the
New York State C. I. O. Council;

and Dr. S. Silverberg, treasurer

of the Workmen’s Circle.

Jewish National Fund
Seeks $400,000 To

Establish Park

JERUSALEM (JTA)—Officials

here of the Jewish National Fund

this week issued a statement
dealing with the transfer to Israel

of the remains of Dr. Theodor

Herzl, founder of modern Zion-

ism, who is buried near Vienna.

The date of the transfer has been
set for August 10.

“This year, 45 years after The-

odor Herzl’s death, his sacred re-

mains will be brought to Israel in

accordance with his expressed
desires,” the statement said.

“The Jewish National Fund,

therefore, decided to devote this
year’s proceeds from the Kaf
Tamuz appeal—held annually on
the anniversary of Dr. Herzl’s
death —to the creation of a field
memorial park to be known as
‘Herzl’s Cedars’.”

Jewish Broadcasts For
Summer Announced

As its special summer series,
the Eternal Light will present
“The Words We Live By,” a dis-
cussion radio program featuring
ten selected passages from the
Bible. This series, which will be
offered as a public service of the
National Broadcasting Company,
begins on Sunday, July 10, and
will continue for a period of ten
weeks, according to an announce-
ment by the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, under
whose auspices the program is
conducted. Doctor Moshe Davis,
dean of the Seminary’s Teachers’
Institute and College of Jewish
Studies, is program editor of the
Eternal Light.

In addition to the members of
the panel, an outstanding figure
in the arts and professions will
appear each week as a guest on
this program, which is designed
to explore the manner in which
ideas of the Bible have affected
world history and contemporary
thought.

The Eternal Light is heard
weekly over the NBC network.

Arab Threats To Renew War
Taken Seriously By Israel

TEL AVIV. (JTA) Arab threats to renew the war against

Israel are being considered seriously by Israeli authorities, it was

learned here. Official circles asserted this week that the Arab
threats "are not empty" because they are accompanied by military

preparations. This activity can only be halted by a peace agree-

ment. and not by pressure on Israel, these same circles insist.
Israeli Army Day will be cele-

brated on the anniversary of
Theodore Herzl’s death July

17 —a military high command
announcement said this week.
Military parades will be held in
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa.
The celebration will honor the
memory of those who fell in bat-
tle last year.

Israel will not resume the war
against the Arabs even over a

territorial dispute, Premier Dav-
id Ben Gurion declared at Ramat
Hakovesh this week. At the same
time, he warned that the Arabs
may reopen war which, he said,

would be more severe this time
than last.

The Transjordan Arab Legion

{ias begun training thousands of
Arab youth for early resumption

of the hostilities against Israel, it

was reported here. Further evi-

dences of Transjordan border and
spot announcements over the
Transjordan-controlled Ramallah
radio repeating the slogan: ...

“Guard Your Guns!” This slogan

was coined by John Glubb Pasha,

British-born former commander
of the Arab Legion, who recently

warned villagers not to sell arms

to “foreigners who might infil-

trate Arab territory.”

Also reported was a decision
by a conference of Arab Pales-

tine leaders near Ramallah to

conscript Palestine Arabs be-

tween the ages of 18 and 45 into

a “Palestine Defense Corps. Other

decisions of the conference in-

clude placing strong armed forces
along the Israeli border, distri-
buting arms to villages and

swearing unfaltering allegiance

King Abdullah “who has grac-

iously promised to support the

Palestine Arab movement.”

$3.00 A YEAR

London Conference Delegates
Named by Temple Sisterhoods
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Mrs. Louis A. Rosett (left), of Nw Rochelle, N. Y., President of the
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods; and Mrs. Harold M.
Baum, of Milwaukee, Wis., a member of its Executive Comntittee
and Executive Board, will represent the 75,000 members of the

organization at the International Conference of the World Union for

Progressive Judaism in London, July 14-19, it was announced by

Miss Jane Evans, Executive Director of the Federation. Delegates

from twelve nations will attend the conference, which will have as its

theme “The Mission of Judaism and Its Present Day Application.”
The National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, which engages in

a broad program of Jewish and humanitarian service through 443
Sisterhoods in the U. S. and six foreign countries, is an agency of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (central organization

of American Liberal Judaism).


