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U/Jf' VIEWPOINT

i ADL IN THE SOUTH

We are very happy to devote our

editorial column to a stirring mes-
sage mailed us this week by Gilbert
J. Balkin, director of the Florida
Regional Office of the Anii-Defama-
tion League of B'nai B'rith. Mr.
Balkin is doing an outstanding job

in the fight against un-American
activities throughout the South.
With headquarters in Miami, Bal-
kin has been influential in having
laws passed to prohibit discrimin-
atory resort advertising. An im-
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portant phase of his work is to let
,

the people know what is going on and to correct the evils
existing. It is in this spirit of informing our readers that we
bring you this timely report.
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All freedom loving Americans, and those inclined to take
for granted complacently our principles of liberty and democ-
racy, have been rudely shocked during the past few weeks
by the wave of mob hoodlumism in Alabama and other parts
of the South.

The lawless outrages, charged to the Ku Klux Klan and
the nefarious influence of that symbol of intolerance, have
pointed glaringly to the wounds in the fabric of our democ-
racy which must be healed to insure its survival. As we
commemorate .our nation's Declaration of Independence,
amid the ringing sound of "all men are created equal," we
are reminded that the dream of Thomas Jefferson and his
co-founders of the American nation is yet to be fulfilled.

Too long have bigotry and intergroup hatred, the most
deadly germs gnawing at the vitality of democracy, been
permitted to masquerade amidst the trappings of hoods and
paraphernalia associated with the cowardly Ku Klux Klan.

The Alabama State Legislature and Governor have taken
a forthright step towards the curbing of hate activities in that
State through the enactment of the Alabama Anti-Mask Law.
Other Southern States, and the nation itself, would do well to
emulate this move for the elimination of one means of threat-
ened invasion of the civil and human rights of all citizens.

In Florida, too, the Klan picture has darkened during
recent months.

In January of this year, a parade, in which the partici-
pants were garbed in traditional Klan regalia, drew a stirring

condemnation of such activities from our Governor, Fuller
Warren. Governor Warren's denunciation of the Klan as
covered cowards and hooded hoodlums" commanded atten-

tion and respect throughout the nation as the Governor cour-
ageously lashed out at such mediaeval manifestations of big-
otry in our State. Governor Warren called for the outlawing
of the Klan in Florida.

A model statewide anti-mask bill for Florida was prepar-
ed, with the assistance of the ADL Legal Committee, and was
introduced at Governor Warren’s recommendation in the
just-concluded 1949 regular session of the Florida Legislature.
Bigotry in our State took a longer lease on life when the
Legislature failed to enact Governor Warren’s recommenda-
tion into law. x

•
Disturbing was the apparent respect accorded the repre-

sentative of the Original Southern Klan in Florida, a group
declared subversive by Attorney General Tom Clark, in that

individual's appearance before the Florida Senate Judiciary

Committee hearing on the Anti-Mask Bill. Leaders in the
Program, to achieve civic decency and group harmony in
Florida shuddered when the Committee reported out favor-

an amendment tor the bill proposed by the Klan repre-
sentative, which would have given, in effect, legal recognition
a nd sanction to hooded Klan ceremonies.' ,

In March, 1949, two months following Governor Warren s
emphatic condemnation of the Klan, the Original Southern
Klan, first chartered in Columbus, Georgia, filed an applica-
ll°n with the Secretary of State of Florida to transact

(Continued on Page Six)
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A MYSTIC
FLAME

By David Schwartz
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

(EDITOR’S NOTE: On July 22,
America commemorates the 100th
anniversary of the birth of Emma
Lazarus, the poet whose sonnet,
written in 1883, stands inscribed
on the Statue of Liberty. When,
in 1881,. the Russian pogroms
startled the world and shocked
the Jews, Emma Lazarus took iip
the . cause of the Jewish people
and began writing the passionate
poetry for which she was sailed
‘Laureate for the Jews.”

Her life and limes are pre-
sented by th'e noted biographer,
H. E. Jacob, in “The V/orld of
Emma Lazarus,” a recent publi-
cation of Schocken Books. This
is the first full-length biography

of the poet, based on original re-
search in America and England).

The American poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, in his
poem on "the Hebrews in their
graves" in the Newport Jewish
cemetery, bewailed the tragic
fate of the Jews, asking what
"burst of Christian hate" had
sent these Jews over the seas.
But Longfellow saw no brighter
horizons opening up before the
Jews:

“The groaning earth in its
travails bring forth new

races *

But never restores . .

Dead nations never rise
again.”

It was Emma Lazarus, whose
one hundredth birthday is being

observed this month, who chal-
lenged Longfellow. Here was a
woman whose Epistles to the
Hebrews may well be compared
to Herzl’s And like
Herzl, perhaps even more so
than Herzl, she emerged from i a
totally un-Jewish atmosphere.

She appears in the beginning

not only to have been un-Jewish
but anti-Jewish. She told the
poet, Steadman, when he sug-
gested that she write on Jewish
themes, that they meant nothing

to her.
Emerson was she great con-

stellation in American letters
when her talent first budded
forth and one of her poems at-

tracted the interest of the Con-
cord sage, who invited her to
spend a week at the Emerson
home. Emerson was.then a man
over seventy, but the waning of

the mental powers which later
was to claim him had not yet

set in. It is a pretty picture

we have of Emerson going down
to the railroad station to meet

this young woman, and Mrs.

Emerson and daughter Ellen
graciously joining in the hospi-
tality.

Emma Lazarus had poetical
fire, but for a time seemed to be
getting nowhere. An artist must

have not only feeling but
also have something to say and
the one thing which she could
say, she avoided saying. She in-
wardly resisted addressing her-
self to the Jewish theme.

Then one day she went down
to Ellis Island and saw “the
storm-tossed” immigrants, about
whom she was to write. The
spark in her burst forth into full
flame when the Atlantic Monthly

printed an**article by a Russian
woman justifying- the Czarist
persecutions of the Jews.

Now she was a woman not

only with words but with a cause.
One of the results of the Epistles

to the Hebrews was the estab-
lishment of the Hebrew Tech-
nical Institute, Primarily its in-
fluence was to give momentum

(Continued on Page Six)
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THANKS PAL

Between You and Me . .
•

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

COMMUNAL AFFAIRS
American Jewry will soon be presented

with a central budget for all philanthropic
needs in Israel . . . The preparation of
such a budget is now being actively con-
sidered by the Jewish Agency in New
York for the purpose of checking multiple
fund-raising campaigns for Israel in the
United States . . . The idea of establishing
such a central philanthropic budget for Is-
rael by the Jewish Agency, in consultation

with the Israeli Government, emanates from the Council of
Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds . .

. The Council em-
phasized to the Jewish Agency that the problem of multiple
fund-raising drives for Israel in this country can best be
solved if a central budgeting procedure would be established
in Israel . . . The budget now planned would give the Amer-
ican Jewish communities a clear picture of the over-all phil-
anthropic requirements in Israel and an authentic appraisal
of the proportions required by various agencies . . . The Jew-
ish Agency Committee on Multiple Campaigns is now also
considering the various drives sponsdred by the Revisionist
movement in the United States . . . The Council of Jewish
Federations and Welfare Funds has requested the Jewish
Agency to issue a statement on whether or not these cam-
paigns are authorized . . . The most active current Revisionist
drives in this country are the Palestine Pioneers Foundation
and the American Committee for National Child Centers in
Israel . . . Other campaigns which have been sponsored by
Revisionist groups are the Tel Hai Fund, the League for Jew-
ish National Labor in Israel and the American Committee for
the National Sick Fund of Israel.
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